WHITEMARSH TOWNSHIP SHADE TREE COMMISSION
MEETING AGENDA: JANUARY 5, 2021 AT 7:00 PM
ZIEGLER ___ D’AMORE____BORKOWSKI __ FASSBENDER __ TURENNE __
BOS LIAISON, TOLL ___ STAFF LIAISON, HALBOM ___

CALL TO ORDER
RE-ORGANIZATION NOMINATIONS AND VOTE
ANNOUNCEMENTS
PLAN REVIEWS
Heroes Ground – Veteran Monument at Miles Park (Corner of Germantown and Joshua) –
Previously approved, requesting additional removal of two Dawn Redwood trees. (Updated plans
below)
BP#BZ-2020-124 – Stucco Work at Spring Mill Corporate Center – 1100 E. Hector Street – This
project is before the STC following the removal of street trees at this site, which requires tree
replacement per Chapter 55-4A(6). The applicant proposes a combination of on-site planting and fee
in lieu of planting.
OLD BUSINESS:
APPROVAL OF SEPTEMBER MEETING MINUTES
See attached.
PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD
BOARD MEMBER COMMENTS
NEXT MEETING DATES:
January 5, 2021

February 2, 2021

March 2, 2021

April 6, 2021

May 4, 2021

June 1, 2021

July 6, 2021

August 3, 2021

September 7, 2021

October 5, 2021

November 2, 2021

December 7, 2021

ADJOURNMENT

WHITEMARSH TOWNSHIP SHADE TREE COMMISSION
MEETING MINUTES FROM NOVEMBER 3, 2020 AT 7:00 PM
ZIEGLER _X__ D’AMORE__X__BORKOWSKI _X_ FASSBENDER _X_ TURENNE _X_
BOS LIAISON, TOLL _X__ STAFF LIAISON, HALBOM _X__

CALL TO ORDER
ANNOUNCEMENTS
Tree planting at the Henry Lane sight is now complete. See attached memo from Township Arborist
(below)
Joan Biddle offered public comment about the development at Henry Lane, and the progress over
the past five or six years, with specific focus on the landscape plans, and the as-built plans’ deviation
from elements in the approved plans.
Chair Ziegler asked Mr. Halbom to comment. Mr. Halbom recapped the discussion with the
residents at those three homes on Henry Lane at the June STC meeting. Because the three
residents had been issued U&O permits, they were included in the discussions to remedy the
deviations from the approved plans.
Tam Paulits offered public comment regarding her recollection of the June Shade Tree Meeting, and
shared her recollection of the discussion between the Arborist and the commission members, and
property owners at Henry Lane. He offered that the replacement math did not seem to add up.
Eli Glick offered public comment and expressed his sympathies for Joan. He expressed his
frustration with the Township and stated that Builders should be required to return to STC following
construction.
Steve Kaufman offered comment about what thought were systemic failures by the Township to
ensure that landscape plans and chapter 55 ordinance are followed. He offered that the Arborist, not
the engineer’s inspector, should inspect project sites for landscape compliance.
PLAN REVIEWS
Heroes Ground – Veteran Monument at Miles Park (Corner of Germantown and Joshua) –
Previously approved, requesting additional removal of two Dawn Redwood trees. (Updated plans
below)
Dr. Richard Cutler presented on behalf of the Veterans Monument Board. He provided an update
based upon a site visit on October 20th with Township Staff. During that visit, concern was
expressed about two Dawn Redwood trees close to the proposed site. It was suggested an updated
proposal be considered, and those are being presented tonight.
Chair Ziegler asked Mr. Hosbach his opinion of the trees. He replied that the trees are in a good
state of health, and their removal is only being discussed because of their proximity to the
monument. Mr. Hosbach clarified that, when on site, it is more apparent that these trees will be

impacted by the existing approved plans. Mr. Fassbender asked how those trees will impact this
project.
Dr. Cutler replied that they were encouraged to meet with STC by staff, due to the trees’ proximity to
the site. Mr. Hosbach offered that the trees probably have another thirty years of lifespan. Dr. Cutler
clarified that the major concern was the construction would impact the health of the trees’ root
systems and would require regular pruning to keep the trees from growing into the flagpoles.
Dr. Cutler offered to meet with Mr. Hosbach, staff, and shade tree commission members on site to
take a closer look. Mr. Halbom offered to put everyone in touch and arrange a meeting time.
Eli Glick offered public comment regarding the dawn Redwood trees, and shared his opinion that this
project was ill-suited for this space.
Linda Doll shared her disappointment that additional trees may be removed. She stated that early
meetings discussing this project promised not to remove trees.
Steve Kaufman shared his issues with the process, and his belief that the plans do not reflect the
necessity to remove the two Dawn Redwood trees.
Chair Ziegler reminded everyone that the original plans were approved, and that tonight’s discussion
was specific to whether additional tree removal was necessary.
Tam Paulits asked who was responsible for the care of the trees going forward. She expressed
concern about landscape upkeep throughout the township. She also expressed concern about
“lowland” species selection for that area.
OLD BUSINESS:
Christian Fassbender shared a review of his September walkthrough at 505A Germantown (This
memo is attached to the meeting agenda).
Chair Ziegler added that steps have been taken to address many of the issues outlined in that
memo, and that we are focused on doing better in the future.
Eli Glick asked that the Township staff apologize for mistakes that were made.
Debra Harris offered comment agreeing with sentiments that the STC and the Township get more
serious about enforcing the ordinance.
Steve Kaufman commented that the STC is an advisory body, and that the Township is responsible
for enforcement, and accountable to the Board of Supervisors. Steve called the commissions
attention to some tenants and mandates described in the comprehensive plan.
Tam Paulits asked a question about enforcement remedy language described in Chapter 55.
Steve Kaufman offered additional comment about updating chapter 55, and encouraged the
commission to move ahead with the update. Chair Ziegler provided a brief update regarding the
commission and staffs’ plans to revisit the ordinance. Mr. Kaufman offered that he hoped two specific
items would be updated; specific language in the chapter that calls for “50% replacement plantings
shall be native species.” The second, a legal standard for hardship to receive a waiver.

Debra Harris asked who can prevent tree “topping” and address poor tree care throughout the
Township. Chair Ziegler offered that STC cannot stop that, in most cases. Debra next shared that
the Township EAB is making suggestion to the Board of Supervisors that, among other tasks, the
Township increase efforts to plant trees and care for the canopy.
Eli Glick also commented on the suggestions made by EAB to the Board of Supervisors, and
encouraged cross-communication between advisory boards. He shared comments regarding the
Wells Street trails and the storage of woodchips against tree trunks.
APPROVAL OF SEPTEMBER MEETING MINUTES
Approval of the November Meeting Minutes.
PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD
BOARD MEMBER COMMENTS
NEXT MEETING DATES:
March 3, 2020

April 7, 2020*

May 5, 2020*

June 2, 2020

July 7, 2020

August 4, 2020

September 1, 2020

October 6, 2020
(Cancelled)

November 3, 2020
(Postponed until Nov. 17)

December 1, 2020

*Cancelled due to
Pandemic

ADJOURNMENT

To:

Sean Halbom

From: Whitemarsh Veterans Monument Committee
Date: December 2, 2020
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Ref:

Site Meeting Summary from December 1, 2020

On 12/1/20, members of the Whitemarsh Veterans’ Project Committee
(Wheatley & Cutler) met on the site of the proposed monument with you, the
Township Arborist, John Hosbach, Shade Tree Committee members Patrice
Turrene & Natalie Borkowsky, Supervisor Michael Drossner, Ben Engleman,
Director of Design at Shearon Environmental and John Eccleston from Caddick
Construction (project GC).
This meeting was a follow up from two prior meetings. One meeting at
the site in late October with Cutler, Wheatley and Eccleston along with
Township Manager Rick Mellor, Parks & Recreation Director Blomstrom,
Public Works was represented by Jack Fields and Gary Hill. At that meeting,
township staff suggested we evaluate further the removal of the two Dawn
Redwoods and replanting them due to their proximity to the proposed
monument. They also suggested we present an updated plan in conformance of
the township’s shade tree ordinance with subsequent presentation to STC.
Veterans Monument Committee members Richard Cutler and Eileen Behr
subsequently presented to the Shade Tree Committee on 11/17/20.
After the meeting of the November 17th, it was suggested to have another
meeting on site with members of the STC, Township Staff and a Township
Supervisor. We also suggested staking the monument plaza location so all in
attendance could see its proximity to the trees in question.
At the meeting on December 1st, we reviewed the project history, including the
site selection of Miles Park for the monument, planning & site plan efforts
completed to date. We then completed a general discussion about the project.
From the discussions, four possible scenarios were summarized;
1. Condemning & Removal of the two existing Dawn Redwoods along
with a few declining trees in the immediate area identified by Hosbach,
construction of the monument as designed and the replanting of two new
large Dawn Redwoods and other trees in the area and to be in
conformance with the Township Arborist’s recommendations.
2. Root pruning of the most northerly Redwood nearest to the
monument and pruning of its canopy in conjunction with the
elimination of the monuments back wall. John Hosbach also said
that the tree would require a regular maintenance program of
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pruning with a bucket truck so as to ensure its growth does not
invade the central flagpole with the American Flag and the
monument walkways. Walkways would also have to be adjusted so
as to not conflict with the other Dawn Redwoods’ future growth.
Risk of survival and change in Redwood canopy appearance are
factors that were discussed and need to be considered.
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3. Considered physically transplanting the problematic redwood tree
further back away from the main monument wall. Survivability and
additional maintenance by Parks and Recreation staff of the
redwood tree after transplant was discussed.
4. Relocation of the entire monument to another location in the Twp.
There was a consensus at the meeting by all stakeholders that the Veterans
Monument Committee should submit a summary report to allow the Township
Arborist to evaluate the impact of each scenario. In return, John Hosbach would
file his recommendation to the Shade Tree Committee at their next committee
meeting. Once recommendations are made, the plans will be updated to reflect
these recommendations. After reviewing all the scenarios presented, the
Veterans Monument Committee supports scenario #1 as best.
The Veterans Monument Committee is committed to work with Whitemarsh
Township and its committees to advance this very important community project.
Please do not hesitate to reach out to us if the Township or STC has any
additional questions or concerns.
Respectfully submitted,

Sean Cullen

Richard Cutler & Francis Wheatley
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SPRING MILL CORP ORATE CENTER

TO:

SEAN HALBOM, MPA
ASSISTANT TOWNSHIP MANAGER
WHITEMARSH TOWNSHIP
616 GERMANTOWN PIKE
LAFAYETTE HILL, PA 19444

FROM:
SUBJECT:
DATE:

JOHN HOSBACH

5B

SPRING MILL CORPORATE CENTER – 1100 EAST HECTOR
APRIL 28, 2020

7B

Dear Sean,
Pursuant to our meeting today, please find the following field notes.
On the 21st of April, Arader Tree service engaged in the tree removal of the streetscape located at 1100
East Hector street. Seventeen total Bradford Pears were removed in this practice. The tree removal was
contracted through Caliber services. The intent, as described by the contractor, “was that they were
removing the declining and failing pears”. The sidewalk was lifting in numerous spots and had to be
grinded to remove the trip hazard.
Eighteen trees that are currently standing were also slated to be removed prior to the stop work order.
These were also flowering pears.
The subject trees resided on the turf strip between the sidewalk and Hector Street. They were growing
within the subject utility wires. The subject sizes ranged from 10 inch to 16 inch. The stumps were cut
flush, so we had to perform sampling and averages to count for the flare to DHH ratio.
The following quantities and sizes were observed during data collection.

610-731-7969 | John@rockwellurbanforestry.com
Consultants | Urban Foresters | Planners | Forensic Arborist
rockwellurbanforestry.com

(10) 16” DBH trees
(2) 10” DBH trees
(2) 12” DBH trees
(3) 13” DBH trees

Total inches – 160”
Total inches – 20”
Total inches – 24”
Total inches – 39”

Total inches removed – 243 DBH Inches
As per the Whitemarsh Township Ordinance, any grading or construction requiring permits will require
the applicant to replace the above caliper inches with their scope of work. Please refer to the E-code
https://ecode360.com/11705740 for further clarification.
In addition, it was reviewed, and the applicant did not or intend to remove more than 50% of the trees
on the property.

John Rockwell Hosbach Jr., Urban Forester
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