
 
 
 
 

NOTICE - WHITEMARSH TOWNSHIP 
 
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Whitemarsh Township Shade Tree Commission will 
hold a Zoom meeting on Tuesday, September 1, 2020 at 7:00 PM. 
 
Due to the COVID 19 health pandemic, this meeting will be conducted remotely via 
ZOOM.  The public may join this meeting by either telephone using the dial in number or 
visiting: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81008018684?pwd=bXNaN2d1OHhkU2hJMnVjczllcWtEdz09 
Additional information can be found on the Township’s’ website www.whitemarshtwp.org. 
 
Public comment via email to Assistant Township Manager, shalbom@whitemarshtwp.org 
must be submitted one hour before the start of the meeting.  Public comment will also be 
accepted via the ZOOM chat button during the meeting.  In both cases you will need to 
provide your name and address for the record.  
 
Persons with a disability who wish to participate in the public hearing and require an 
auxiliary aid, service or other accommodation to participate in the hearing should contact 
Whitemarsh Township at 484‐594‐2601. 
 
 
 
     WHITEMARSH TOWNSHIP 
     Sean Halbom, MPA 
     Assistant Township Manager 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81008018684?pwd=bXNaN2d1OHhkU2hJMnVjczllcWtEdz09


WHITEMARSH TOWNSHIP SHADE TREE COMMISSION 
MEETING OF SEPTEMBER 1, 2020 AT 7:00 PM 

 
ZIEGLER ____ D’AMORE_____BORKOWSKI ____ FASSBENDER ____ TURENNE ____  

 
BOS LIAISON, TOLL ____  STAFF LIAISON, HALBOM ____ 

 
 

 
CALL TO ORDER 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
PLAN REVIEWS 
 
6013 W. Valley Green Road: Permit # 2020-08: Installation of swimming pool at SFH. 
 
OLD BUSINESS: 
 
An update from the Commission Chair will be provided regarding the status of the Chapter 55 
Ordinance revision process. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 
July 2020 Meeting Minutes  
 
August 2020 Meeting Minutes 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD 
 
BOARD MEMBER COMMENTS 
 
NEXT MEETING DATES: 
 

March 3, 2020 April 7, 2020* May 5, 2020* June 2, 2020 

July 7, 2020 August 4, 2020 September 1, 2020 October 6, 2020 

November 3, 2020 December 1, 2020 *Cancelled due to 
Pandemic 

 

 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION INFORMATION 
 

1. Public meetings of the Shade Tree Commission shall follow a prescribed agenda, which will be 
available to the general in advance of the meeting. 

2. If members of the public wish the Commission to address a specific item at a public meeting, a 
written request to the Staff Liaison shall be submitted by noon on Friday of the week before the 
meeting.  The written request shall specify the item or items the individual desires to be addressed. 

3. The Commission may consider other matters for the agenda as they see fit. 
4. The Commission will entertain Public Comment at either the beginning of the meeting or prior to 

specific action items during the meeting, at the discretion of the Chair.  Individuals must advise the 
Chair of their desire to offer such comment. 

5. A Public Comment period will be provided at the conclusion of a meeting for input on any subject. 
6. The Commission Chair shall preside over Public Comments and may within their discretion: 

 a. Recognize individuals wishing to offer comment. 
 b. Require identification of such persons. 

c. Allocate total available Public Comment time among all individuals wishing to comment. 
d. Allocate up to a five (5) minute maximum for each individual to offer Public Comment at a 

meeting, Township Staff shall time comments and shall announce, “one minute 
remaining” and “time expired” to the Chair. 

e. Rule out of order scandalous, impertinent and redundant comment or any comment the 
discernible purpose of which is to disrupt or prevent the conduct of the business of the 
meeting including the questioning of, or polling of, or debating with, individual members of 
the Commission. 
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6103 W VALLEY GREEN 

To: Sean Halbom, MPA, Assistant Township Manager - Whitemarsh Township 

From: John Hosbach, Consulting Arborist 

Date: August 21, 2020 

Reference: Site review  

Dear Sean,  
 
Pursuant to my review, the applicant is only removing (1) 34” evergreen tree and replacing it with (13) 
3” caliper trees which are evergreen as well. The tree protection is adequate.  
 
Since only one tree evergreen is being removed and the objective is screening, I believe the use of 
evergreens as the replacement is sufficient.  
 
No other issues or concerns were observed.  
 
Please call with any questions. 

 
John Rockwell Hosbach Jr., Urban Forester 
Registered Consulting Arborist #483, ISA Certified Arborist PD-0372 
ISA Tree Risk Assessment Qualified, ASCA Qualified Tree and Plant Appraiser 



WHITEMARSH TOWNSHIP 

To: Steve Ziegler, Chair, Shade Tree Commission; Jacy Toll, Board Liaison, Board of 
Supervisors  

From:  SEAN HALBOM, ASST. TOWNSHIP MANAGER 

Subject:          Meetings Minutes: Joint Shade Tree/Planning Commission Meetings on 
2.4.2020 and 2.20.2020 

   
Date:  August 27, 2020 

cc: Robert Dambman, Chair, Planning Commission 
Rick Mellor, Township Manager 
Charles Guttenplan, AICP, Director, Planning and Zoning Department  
John Hosbach, Township Arboirst 
 

 

Meeting/s Agenda - Specific touchpoints between the Chapter 55 and Chapter 105 ordinances include: 

1) Section 105-5: Definitions 
2) Sections 105-20 & 105-21: Sketch Plans and Preliminary Plan Requirements 

*Since this meeting took place, the Board of Supervisors has instructed the Township Arborist to 
attend pre-construction meetings along with the Township Engineer. 

3) Sections 105-56-1: Additional Signage Standards (VC-1 and VC-2 Village Commercial District) 
4) Section 105-83: Planting (D – Tree Preservation, Protection, and Replacement) 
5) Section 105-83: Planting (E – Tree Removal Authorization) 

Joint Meeting: February 4, 2020 

A public meeting was held which included the following individuals: 

Vincent Manuele, Board of Supervisors liaison to Planning Commission 
Jacy Toll, Board of Supervisors liaison to Shade Tree Commission 
Robert Dambman, Chair, Planning Commission 
Patrick Doran, Vice-Chair, Planning Commission 
Scott Quitel, Planning Commission 
David Shula, Planning Commission 
Peter Cornog, Planning Commission 
Sherri Glantz Patchen, Planning Commission 
Steve Zeigler, Chair, Shade Tree Commission 
Christian Fassbender, Shade Tree Commission 
Natalie Borkowski, Shade Tree Commission 



Patrice Turenne, Shade Tree Commission 
David Sander, Township Solicitor 
Jim Hersh, Township Engineer 
John Hosbach, Township Arborist 
Charlie Guttenplan, Director of Planning/Zoning 
Sean Halbom, Assistant Township Manager 

The meeting began with introductions, and the discussion of Section 105-5, Definitions.  The joint commissions 
agreed the following definitions need to be revisited: 

- Hedgerow 
- Shade Tree 
- Tree 
- Approved Preserved Tree (Appears only in Chapters 55-4B-1/4/5) 
- Approved vs. Recommended 
- Woodland (to replace forest) 

 
It was proposed that definitions could be referenced to either the International Society of Arboriculture or the 
Society of American Foresters. Several definitions were discussed for sake of alignment between Chapters 105 
and 55.  The Township solicitor explained that in cases where two definitions exist within a Township’s code, 
the definition most beneficial to the applicant must be applied. 

The commissions discussed definitions such as “heritage tree,” “diameter at breast height,” and “caliper” as 
they apply to plans and replacement schedules. This discussion was placed in the “parking lot” since it was 
most applicable to a later portion of the agenda. Mr. Cornog offered that the power to recommend should be 
made clear in the ordinance so that applicants know what decisions are recommendations to the Board of 
Supervisors and which decisions are within the scope of these commissions. The commissions voiced a 
preference for the language used in Chapter 105. Several definitions that were materially the same, but 
worded slightly differently were discussed.  Both commissions agreed to make the definitions uniform, to the 
extent possible, when these ordinances are updated. The commission also discussed using the same word 
instead of synonyms throughout the ordinance; specifically, the word “site” was deemed favorable to 
“property” or “lot.” Legal representatives for the Township and commissions agreed that “site” would not need 
to be defined. 

Public Comment was offered by: 

Steve Kaufman – Offered that, if scientific definitions are used, they can be further narrowed.  He asked 
if it would be possible to include the various Shade Tree plans in conditional use applications. He 
advocated for the condition of trees to be included in the plans. He asked in grading information is 
included in shade tree plans.  

Sydell Zove – Expressed concern about underreporting of tree removal during projects that do not 
require permitting. Believes objective elements of the ordinance are necessary when dealing with 
aggressive developers. 



Debra Harris – Shared that she favors the International Society of Arboriculture’s definition of “tree.”  
She would like to see heritage tree’s definition changed to 30” DBH and “street tree” to be defined. 

Linda Doll – Expressed gratitude for the members of both commissions taking the time to meet jointly. 

Patrick Duran motioned for adjournment, the motion was seconded by Christain Fassbender. The 
motion passed unanimously. 

Joint Meeting II: February 20, 2020 Meeting 

This meeting included the following individuals: 

Vincent Manuele, Board of Supervisors liaison to Planning Commission 
Jacy Toll, Board of Supervisors liaison to Shade Tree Commission 
Robert Dambman, Chair, Planning Commission 
Patrick Doran, Vice-Chair, Planning Commission 
Steve Zeigler, Chair, Shade Tree Commission 
David D’Amore, Vice-Chair, Shade Tree Commission 
David Sander, Township Solicitor 
Jim Hersh, Township Engineer 
John Hosbach, Township Arborist 
Charlie Guttenplan, Director of Planning/Zoning 
Sean Halbom, Assistant Township Manager 

Meeting Minutes: 2/20/2020 

Recap of 2/4 meeting: This meeting began with a recap of our February 4th meeting, and starting in the 
“parking lot” area finalizing definitions: 

Mr. Guttenplan offered that definitions should not have parameters. The group discussed the need for 
measurements to be included in definitions.    

The following terms and words were discussed and the definitions below proposed: 

Hedgerow – simplify this definition, but preservation and protection is not necessary to protect them. 
We are using the Society of American Foresters. We may remove entirely from Chapter 55. If standards 
for hedgerows are added to 105, this could be cross-referenced. 

A vegetated strip of at least five feet width comprised of native trees, shrubs, grasses, or groundcover 
designed to buffer adjacent land uses and benefit native wildlife. 

Shade Tree – A tree planted, managed, or preserved chiefly to provide shade and cooling benefits having 
one dominant trunk. 

Street Tree – A shade tree located as otherwise required by this chapter. (This definition should be 
omitted from the Chapter 55 ordinance.) 



Tree – A woody perennial usually having one dominant trunk and a mature height greater than 16 feet. 

Woodland – Any area, grove or stand of woody plants, evergreen or deciduous, covering 10,000 square 
feet of foliage area or greater, dominated by twenty-foot tall or six-inch DBH or greater with crowns that 
interlock to form a sixty-percent to one-hundred-percent closed canopy. All portions of the contiguous 
canopy area and layered vegetation beneath it shall be woodland whether located on a single lot or 
portions of other lots. For the purposes of this chapter, the extent of any woodland plant community or 
any part thereof shall be measured from the outer-most dripline of all the trees in the community. 
Woodlands shall include any area where timber has been harvested within the previous five years and/or 
woodland disturbance has occurred within the previous five years, which would have met the definition 
of woodland prior to timbering or disturbance. 

Purpose 55-1  - The language below reflects the changes discussed by the members present at the 
February 20, 2020 joint meeting: 

Trees improve air and water quality, reduce soil erosion, noise and glare, provide habitat for 
desirable wildlife, moderate the climate and enhance community image and property values. 
Therefore, the purpose of these regulations is to encourage the protection of trees through best 
management practices. Therefore, the goals of this chapter are to: 
A.  
Preserve, protect, and maintain existing trees in Whitemarsh Township and to increase the 
overall tree canopy and understory on both public and private lands therein. 

B.  
Ensure that all applications for earth disturbance permits, demolition permits, building permits, 
subdivisions, land development or zoning changes shall respect existing trees. As such, 
impervious areas should be laid out in a manner so as to preserve the healthy trees on the site 
whenever possible.  

C.  
To preserve and protect all heritage trees as defined herein. 

D.  

To ensure that no trees are destroyed on any property scheduled for development within five 
years prior to the submission of an application for earth disturbance permit, grading permit, 
demolition permit, building permit, subdivision, land development or zoning change application. 

D.  
To strictly prohibit any clear cutting of trees. 

E.  
To encourage the preservation and planting of native species. 
 
F. 
(A statement addressing climate change) 
 
[Added 1-23-2014 by Ord. No. 933] 

https://ecode360.com/11705742#11705742
https://ecode360.com/11705743#11705743
https://ecode360.com/11705744#11705744
https://ecode360.com/11705746#11705746
https://ecode360.com/28731065#28731065


Chapter 105-20, Chapter 105-21 

55-4-a (1-7) 

1) Discussed on 2.4 
2) Discussed on 2.4 
3) The tree plan shall denote each tree to remain, be removed, or to be relocated on the 

site. This shall include without limitation dead, dying, diseased, and risk-related trees. 
The tree survey plan shall also denote the location of tree protection fences for each 
tree indicated to remain and the proposed tree replacement schedule. 

4) The tree survey plan shall be reviewed by the Shade Tree Commission at a public 
meeting. 

5) Subject to the recommendation of the Shade Tree Commission The number of trees to 
be replaced shall be calculated using the guidelines listed in this chapter and shall be set 
forth on the tree survey plan. 

6) Any tree removed within five years prior to the submission of any application shall be 
shown on the tree survey plan as a “removed tree” and shall be replaced in accordance 
with this chapter. 

7) Heritage trees and boundary trees shall be individually noted on the tree survey plan. 

55-4-B 1-6 

1) Protective Fencing.  Every application subject to this chapter shall be prepared in such a 
manner to preserve the healthy trees and shrubs on the site.  Prior to the 
preconstruction conference with the Shade Tree Commission’s designee, protective 
fencing shall be placed around all trees designated to remain in order to minimize 
damage to root systems. The protective fencing shall be placed around the root 
protection zone.  The fencing shall be orange, at least four feet high and staked with 
posts every five feet on center.  Nothing shall be stored, stockpiled, temporarily placed, 
or allowed in the root protection zone. The fence shall be installed prior to any work 
conducted; e.g, excavation, grading, trenching (especially silt fence), cleaning, etc.  No 
fuel storage, refueling, or maintenance of equipment, or wash down of cement handling 
equipment shall be permitted within 50 feet of any tree designated to remain.  Any 
observed damage to the trees shall be immediately reported to the Township and 
remedied as soon as is practical. At the discretion of the Shade Tree Commission, 
approved preserved trees that have not been adequately protected or damaged may be 
required to be removed and replaced at the expense of the applicant. Two foot by two-
foot signs stating, “TREE PRESERVATION AREA” shall be posted on the protective fencing 
at no more than 50-foot intervals. 

2) Is fine as-is. 



3) After the preconstruction conference, the Shade Tree Commission’s designee shall 
notify the Township of its findings in writing.  Upon approval of the tree protection 
measures by the Township, demolition, earth disturbance, grading and construction 
may proceed, provided that all pertinent permits have been issued secured. 

The February 20, 2020 Joint Meeting ended at 8:45PM. A third meeting will be required to 
complete the agenda items. That meeting date and time is TBD. 

 



 
WHITEMARSH TOWNSHIP SHADE TREE COMMISSION 

MEETING MINUTES OF JULY 7, 2020 AT 7:00 PM 
 

ZIEGLER _X_ D’AMORE_X_ BORKOWSKI ____ FASSBENDER _X_ TURENNE ____  
 

BOS LIAISON, TOLL _X_  STAFF LIAISON, HALBOM _X_ 
 

 
 
CALL TO ORDER 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
PLAN REVIEWS 
 
UPDATE: The Knolls at Whitemarsh: 505 A Germantown Pike – See attached Arborist Memo. 
 
Eli Glick offered public comment and shared photographs taken of the Knolls at Whitemarsh.  Mr. 
Glick advocated for more stringent enforcement of tree protections. 
 
The Shade Tree Commission discussed the site inspection process with staff and plans for future 
inspections. 
 
Steve Kaughman asked what would happen if damaged trees died in the future, following 
development. He offered that such protections should be added to the revised ordinance. 
 
Sydelle Zove offered that plans being reviewed for any project should include the anticipated location 
of stored materials, and paths for heavy equipment. Ms. Zove suggested the substitute one-inch 
whips have their warranty extended by the length of time it would take them to grow to a three-inch 
DBH size. 
 
Linda Doll shared that developers often deviate from approved plans, and ask forgiveness after the 
fact. She asks that penalties be made more severe to deter such behavior. 
 
Tam Paulits offered comment about the tree protection fence and what she agrees is a deviation 
from the approved plans. 
 
Steve Ziegler made a motion that the tree protection fencing is inadequate and improperly 
installed and that the Township Arborist should compare the original plans to the existing 
site, Christian Fassbender seconded the motion, the motion passed 4-0. 
 
901 Washington Street – SLD# 05-14 – Townhomes: Sarah Peck presented on behalf of the 
applicant and shared photos and plans for the site. A total of 27 trees exist on the property, 21 of 
which will be removed due to disease.  
 
Steve Ziegler offered public comment and asked if there was any opportunity to plant additional 
shade trees to these plans. 
 
Tam Paulits commented on the size of some of the replacement trees in the plans and request larger 
shade trees be substituted. 
 
All waivers requested by the applicant’s for 901 Washington were approved. However, these waivers 
are subject to the following conditions: 
 



 
55-4-B6(a) – Replacement with 3-1” whips in lieu of every required 3” replacement tree. This 
approval is subject to the applicant insuring those whips for 4-years as opposed to the 18 months in 
our ordinance. This is to ensure the whips are insured until the reach the 3” caliper size. 
 
Steve Ziegler made a motion to grant this waiver request, Christian Fassbender seconded the 
motion, the motion passed 4-0. 
 
 
55-4-B6(f)1 – Maximum 30% replacement trees replaced by flowering or evergreen trees. Approved 
provided the species of flowering and evergreen trees are the species listed on the plans is adhered 
to. 
 
Steve Ziegler made a motion to grant this waiver request, Christian Fassbender seconded the 
motion, the motion passed 4-0. 
 
55-4-B6(f)2 – Maximum 20% replacement with shrubs. Waiver approved for use of 43% shrubs, 
provided the species of shrubs are the species listed on the plans. 
 
Christian made a motion to grant this waiver request, Patrice Turenne seconded the motion, 
the motion passed 4-0. 
 
55-3-D – removal of 50% or more trees from any single lot. This was approved by the STC because 
close to 75% of the trees on site were dead or diseased. 
 
Steve Ziegler made a motion to grant this waiver request, Christian Fassbender seconded the 
motion, the motion passed 4-0. 
 
105.39.A – Parking lot trees – Permit flowering trees in lieu of Shade Trees at proportions of 1.5 for 
every 1, provided replacement species are the species listed on the plans. The plans were modified 
to substitute Rotundiloba Sweetgum as replacement for the columnar variety. 
 
Steve Ziegler made a motion to grant this waiver request, Patrice Turenne seconded the 
motion, the motion passed 4-0.  
 
105.52.A –Partial Wavier Granted – the STC requires an additional 10 evergreen trees on the 
Northern Buffer, each between 8-10 feet in height. STC also requires 18 evergreen shrubs to be 
planted on Norther Buffer, each between 24”-36.”  
 
Steve Ziegler made a motion to grant this partial waiver, subject to the above modifications 
along the Northern Buffer, Christian Fassbender seconded the motion, the motion passed 4-
0. 
 
Prior to moving on from this discussion, the commission reiterated that these waivers are subject to 
the extended warranty period of 4-years on the one-inch whips. The commission also wished a 
speedy recovery to her colleague who was absent from this meeting due to a sudden injury. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 
June 2, 2020 Meeting Minutes  
 
A motion was made by Christian Fassbender to accept the June minutes, Natalie Borkowski 
seconded the motion. The motion passed 4-0. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD 



 
 
Debra Harris asked a question about the regulation of Heritage trees and whether or not the 
ordinance requires care for heritage trees.   
 
Tam Paulits offered comment about the chapter 55 ordinance (section 55-3-D) and dead and 
diseased trees’ ecological contributions. She advocated this be considered when we re-write the 
ordinance. She lobbied for preservation of large canopy trees above replacement trees. 
Sydelle Zove offered that developers commonly say they do not have enough room to landscape in 
accordance with the code, and therefore request waivers.  She advocated for development to be 
designed around the existing landscapes to protect and preserve the ecosystem. 
 
Steve Kaughman commented on the 50% rule (Chapter 55-3-D) and pointed out that the existing 
language does not exclude dead or diseased trees. He stated that waiver requests should require a 
hardship. 
 
BOARD MEMBER COMMENTS 
 
There was no board member comment. 
 
NEXT MEETING DATES: 
 

March 3, 2020 April 7, 2020* May 5, 2020* June 2, 2020 

July 7, 2020 August 4, 2020 September 1, 2020 October 6, 2020 

November 3, 2020 December 1, 2020 *Cancelled due to 
Pandemic 

 

 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
Christian Fassbender motioned for adjournment, Patrice Turenne seconded. The motion 
passed 4-0. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION INFORMATION 

 
1. Public meetings of the Shade Tree Commission shall follow a prescribed agenda, which will be 

available to the general in advance of the meeting. 
2. If members of the public wish the Commission to address a specific item at a public meeting, a 

written request to the Staff Liaison shall be submitted by noon on Friday of the week before the 
meeting.  The written request shall specify the item or items the individual desires to be addressed. 

3. The Commission may consider other matters for the agenda as they see fit. 
4. The Commission will entertain Public Comment at either the beginning of the meeting or prior to 

specific action items during the meeting, at the discretion of the Chair.  Individuals must advise the 
Chair of their desire to offer such comment. 

5. A Public Comment period will be provided at the conclusion of a meeting for input on any subject. 
6. The Commission Chair shall preside over Public Comments and may within their discretion: 

 a. Recognize individuals wishing to offer comment. 
 b. Require identification of such persons. 

c. Allocate total available Public Comment time among all individuals wishing to comment. 
d. Allocate up to a five (5) minute maximum for each individual to offer Public Comment at a 

meeting, Township Staff shall time comments and shall announce, “one minute 
remaining” and “time expired” to the Chair. 

e. Rule out of order scandalous, impertinent and redundant comment or any comment the 
discernible purpose of which is to disrupt or prevent the conduct of the business of the 
meeting including the questioning of, or polling of, or debating with, individual members of 
the Commission. 

 



 
WHITEMARSH TOWNSHIP SHADE TREE COMMISSION 

MEETING OF AUGUST 4, 2020 AT 7:00 PM 
 
ZIEGLER ____ D’AMORE___X__BORKOWSKI ____ FASSBENDER __X__ TURENNE __X__  

 
BOS LIAISON, TOLL __X__  STAFF LIAISON, HALBOM __X__ 

 
 

 
MINUTES 
 
CALL TO ORDER 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
PLAN REVIEWS 
 
Longfield Farms – SLD # 02-19 – Townhome Development. 
 
Rick Collier, Dave Cavanaugh, and Bob Irick presented on behalf of the applicant. The Landscape 
Plans and Tree Replacement Plans were displayed along with a PowerPoint slideshow. Mr. Collier 
stressed the importance of the new landscape plan’s focus on code compliance with diverse and 
high quality habitat, and appropriate use of layered, native planting.  
 
The presented plans request replacement of 330 trees (165 shade trees replaced inch-for-inch, 189 
ornamental or evergreen species at a two-to-one inch ratio (meaning, two evergreen or ornamental 
trees equate to one replacement tree), and 396 shrubs at a six-to-one replacement ratio.  The 
replacement species account for 50% of the replacement obligation (30% evergreen/ornamental, 
and 20% shrub). 
 
Mr. Collier pointed to areas on the plans where specific actions were taken to preserve natural 
features such as a hedgerow toward the bottom of the plans, and a heritage tree located on site. In 
total, 362 trees are on site, 85 of which are in poor condition or are dead. There are 54 trees that are 
identified for removal. The numbers were reviewed and confirmed by the Township Arborist. 
 
Mr. Collier concluded by explaining the obligation placed on the applicant to preserve open space.  
That obligation prevents them from planting trees in specific areas. 
 
Mr. D’Amore asked the Arborist to confirm the 85 trees are indeed dead, and should not be included 
in the count. Mr. Hosbach verified that he and a colleague visited the site on three occasions; once 
with the applicant, and two additional times to verify the information. The Arborists findings are 
provided in detail in a memorandum included in this meeting agenda packet. In total, 38% of the 
trees on site are being removed (including dead trees). 
 
Mr. Fassbender asked Mr. Hosbach to address the replacement substitute numbers, and if that 
request was reasonable.  He replied that the layering system with canopy trees and ornamental trees 
mixed together was making the most use of the space they have to plant. He reminded the 
commission of the applicant’s obligation to preserve some open space, which limits the planting 
areas. 
 
Ms. Turenne asked for verification that tree protection fencing would be installed.  Mr. Halbom 
replied that the Township Arborist is now being included in pre-construction meetings along with the 
Township Arborist to verify TPF (normally displayed on grading plans) is adequate per our code. Ms. 
Turenne also asked about the maintenance obligations and whether or not the proposed species are 



 
hearty enough to survive.  Mr. Hosbach confirmed the species pallet are relatively low-maintenance, 
but that all trees require some level of maintained. Mr. Collier also offered that special care was 
taken to ensure that the species proposed are appropriate given their size when fully-grown. 
 
Public Comment: 
 
Steve Kaufman offered that the plans have improved since the applicant’s presentation before the 
Planning Commission.  He asked why the number of replacement trees has dropped since the last 
application.  Mr. Collier replied that the plans have modified to keep more trees on site by moving 
buildings and pipes. Mr. Kaufman rejected the applicant’s claim that the plans are compliant because 
the chapter 55 ordinance requires STC approval for substitution species. 
 
Eli Glick expressed concern about the approved plans being ignored by the applicant’s contractors. 
Mr. Glick hopes that the protection fencing will be installed before any construction begins, and that 
the fences will stay in place for the duration of the project. 
 
Debra Harris offered that she was pleased with the plans and thought the idea for open space in that 
community is very important for the future residents. 
 
Linda Doll asked about the replacement species substitutions, and expressed concern about half of 
the replacement species not being canopy trees. She stressed the ecological importance of trees, 
and believes that substitution species do not provide equal storm water management to canopy 
trees. 
 
Tam Paulits complimented the plant list, but agreed with Ms. Doll that twice as many flowering and 
evergreen trees are not an equal substitute for a canopy tree. She reminded the audience that the 
purpose of the chapter 55 ordinance is to preserve the Township canopy. She does not believe a 
hardship exists to justify granting the substitution request, and suggested the applicant be asked to 
build fewer homes, and plant more canopy trees. Mr. Collier offered that the mix of species provided 
on these plans provides ecological benefits that would not be offered by a plan with exclusively 
canopy trees. 
 
Steve Kaufman requested the Shade Tree Commission require the applicant to plant a few more 
shade trees in areas where additional plantings may be feasible. Mr. Collier was asked to reply and 
offered that the plan was not “all or nothing” and was willing to work with the commission to the 
degree possible. Mr. Cavanaugh offered that the class-B buffer and open space requirements must 
be included per their conditional approval. 
 
A motion was made by Christian Fassbender, seconded by  
 
“To accept the plans as submitted with the addition of twenty (20) canopy trees, which must be all native 
species, planted throughout the site assuming these changes do not impact the applicant’s conditional use 
status.” 
 
The Shade Tree Commission granted the applicant latitude to plant those additional shade trees at 
appropriate locations throughout the site. It was clarified that STC’s approval is conditional based upon the 
addition of the twenty canopy trees and – were the applicant unable to add all twenty canopy trees – they 
would need to return to the Shade Tree Commission for further discussion.  
 
 
OLD BUSINESS: 
 
The Knolls at Whitemarsh: 505 A Germantown Pike – Following up to the motion made at the July 
2020 STC Meeting: The Township Engineer has conducted daily site inspections at the Knolls site, 



 
and confirmed all tree protection fencing is in place as per the approved plans. Additionally, all 
vehicle and machine traffic has been observed exclusively in approved areas, per the approved 
plans. 
 
Eli Glick offered public comment regarding tree protections and provided photos of past projects 
taking place throughout the Township. Mr. D’Amore directed Mr. Glick to the Township Engineer for 
further discussion as his concerns are now beyond the scope of the Shade Tree Commission. 
 
Sydelle Zove requested the commission ask their Board Liaison to address the issue with her fellow 
Board members. 
 
Steve Kaufman offered that he felt the Township failed to properly enforce their ordinance, and 
echoed Sydelle’s comments. 
 
Ms. Turenne offered that much work does not requiring permitting and therefore, falls outside the 
scope of the Shade Tree Commission. She asked Mr. Halbom to research some of the referenced 
projects to verify. The Commission and the Board Liaison discussed communicating these concerns 
with her fellow Board members. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 
Mr. Glick offered public comment requesting the July meetings minutes be modified to include more 
specific language from his comments. Mr. Halbom addressed the commission and verified that meeting 
minutes are not a verbatim transcript, and that anyone is free to record all public meetings if they desire 
verbatim records. 
 
Ms. Turenne corrected the minutes to note her presence at the July meeting. 
 
The July 7, 2020 Meeting Minutes were erroneously passed due to the fact that Mr. D’Amore was absent 
from the July meeting, and only two members present were available to approve these draft minutes. The 
minutes will be reintroduced during the September meeting. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD 
 
Ms. Doll offered comment thanking the board members for their time and commitment to the 
Township. She expressed her opinion that Township staff do not share an equal level of commitment 
because they are not residents.  
 
Debra Harris offered an anecdote of her neighbor’s recent experience removing a large tree. She 
noticed that it did not appear the tree company knew about regulations of heritage trees, and 
suggested efforts be made to alert them moving forward. 
 
Mr. Kaufman offered public comment regarding meeting minutes, and the minimal standards 
required by law.  He added that minutes are allowed to include more information than required by 
law, and that omissions favored developers in his opinion.  He outlined the process for meeting 
minutes approval at Open Space Committee meetings.  
 
BOARD MEMBER COMMENTS 
 
NEXT MEETING DATES: 
 

March 3, 2020 April 7, 2020* May 5, 2020* June 2, 2020 



 
July 7, 2020 August 4, 2020 September 1, 2020 October 6, 2020 

November 3, 2020 December 1, 2020 *Cancelled due to 
Pandemic 

 

 
 
ADJOURNMENT: 
 
David D’Amore motioned to adjourn the meeting at 9:32 pm, the motion was seconded by Christian 
and passed 3-0. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION INFORMATION 
 

1. Public meetings of the Shade Tree Commission shall follow a prescribed agenda, which will be 
available to the general in advance of the meeting. 

2. If members of the public wish the Commission to address a specific item at a public meeting, a 
written request to the Staff Liaison shall be submitted by noon on Friday of the week before the 
meeting.  The written request shall specify the item or items the individual desires to be addressed. 

3. The Commission may consider other matters for the agenda as they see fit. 
4. The Commission will entertain Public Comment at either the beginning of the meeting or prior to 

specific action items during the meeting, at the discretion of the Chair.  Individuals must advise the 
Chair of their desire to offer such comment. 

5. A Public Comment period will be provided at the conclusion of a meeting for input on any subject. 
6. The Commission Chair shall preside over Public Comments and may within their discretion: 

 a. Recognize individuals wishing to offer comment. 
 b. Require identification of such persons. 

c. Allocate total available Public Comment time among all individuals wishing to comment. 
d. Allocate up to a five (5) minute maximum for each individual to offer Public Comment at a 

meeting, Township Staff shall time comments and shall announce, “one minute 
remaining” and “time expired” to the Chair. 

e. Rule out of order scandalous, impertinent and redundant comment or any comment the 
discernible purpose of which is to disrupt or prevent the conduct of the business of the 
meeting including the questioning of, or polling of, or debating with, individual members of 
the Commission. 
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