WHITEMARSH TOWNSHIP
OPEN SPACE COMMITTEE MEETING (VIRTUAL — ZOOM)
WEDNESDAY, JULY 22", 2020 AT 7:00 PM

The Open Space Committee will meet Wednesday, July 22, 2020 at 7:00 p.m. The meeting will be
conducted on Zoom.

Meeting Date: Wednesday, July 22, 2020
Meeting Time: 7:00 PM

Meeting URL: https://usO2web.zoom.us/j/84389790208 ?pwd=emcrdUdid1RnVIdCUHE5clp1dzVtQT09

Meeting via Zoom App: if you have the Zoom App on your smartphone, tablet, or computer, open
the program, click join 2 meeting, and enter the Meeting 1D: 843 8979 0208

Meeting dial in number (no video): +1 (929) 205-6099
Meeting ID number (to be entered when prompted): 843 8979 0208
Meeting Password: 72220

Public comment will be accepted via the Zoom chat button during the meeting. You will need to
provide your name and address for the record.

1. CALL TO ORDER
__ BIDDLE ___INDELICATO

KAUFMAN LANE MOULTON SHINN
BOS LIAISON: NESTER___ TOWNSHIP STAFF: BLOMSTROM __
LANNUTTI (MINUTES) ___
2. APPROVAL OF THE WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 22™ , 2020 MEETING MINUTES (APRIL
MEETING CANCELLED DUE TO COVID-19)

3. UPDATED OPEN SPACE COMMITTEE CONTACT LIST
4. ANNOUNCEMENT OF VACANCY ON OPEN SPACE COMMITTEE
5. OPEN SPACE FUNDING REPORT
6. COMPREHENSIVE PLAN UPDATE MEMORANDUM

a. STEPS NEEDED TO IMPLEMENT RECOMMENDATIONS

b. CONCERNS OF THE OPEN SPACE COMMITTEE
7. UPDATE ON HIGHLANDS MANSION

8. AGENDA RESOURCE ATTACHMENTS FROM JANUARY MEETING



9. PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD
10. BOARD MEMBER COMMENTS
11. ADJOURNMENT

NEXT MEETING: Wednesday, October 28" at 7pm at Administration Buikding/Zoom — TBD

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION INFORMATION

Public meetings of the Board shall follow a prescribed agenda, which will be available to the general public the Friday
the meeding.

If members of the public wish the Board to address a specific item at a public meeting, a written request to the Township

Manager shall be submitted by noon on Friday of the week before the meeting. Tt\emmshdspecﬂy&em

or items the individual desires fo be addressed.

The Board may consider other matters for the agenda as they see fit.

The Board will ertertain Public Comment at the conclusion of the discussion of the iern and prior to specific action on the

#em during the meeting, at the discretion of the Chair. Individuals must advise the Chair of their desire 1o offer such

comment.

A Public Comment period will be provided at the conclusion of a meeting for input on any new subject.
The: Board Chair shall preside over Public Comments, and may within their discretion:

a. Recognize individuals wishing fo offer comment.

b. Require identification of such persons.

c Allocate total available Public Cornment time among all individuals wishing to comment.

d. Allocate up to a five (5) minute maximum for each individual to offer Public Comment at a meeting,
Township Staff shall time comments and shall announce, “one minute remaining” and "time expired” to the Chair.

e. Rule out of order scandalous, impestinent and redundant cormment or any comment the: discemible
purpose of which is to disrupt or prevent the conduct of the business of the meeding including the questioning of, or
poiling of, or debating with, individual members of the Board.



WHITEMARSH TOWNSHIP
OPEN SPACE COMMITTEE MEETING
WHITEMARSH TOWNSHIP ADMINISTRATION BUILDING
WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 22"° 2020

1. CALL TO ORDER - 7:00PM
_X_BIDDLE ___ INDELICATO
_X_KAUFMAN _X_LANE _X_MOULTON

BOS LIAISON: NESTER_X_ TOWNSHIP STAFF: BLOMSTROM X_
| BENDER (MINUTES) _X_

2. ANNOUNCEMENTS

a. Deborah Lamb's term on the OSC expired 12/31/19. On January 14, 2020
Deborah e-mailed the members of the OSC to state that she was not asking to
be re-appointed, thus leaving a second vacancy on the Commlttee Steve
Kaufman will send her a letter of thanks from the OSC for her service.

b. Laura Boyle-Nester stated that there were 2 people up for consideration to join
the Open Space Committee. She noted that one person would be considered at
the next BOS meeting. She stated that the second person asked the BOS to
hold off considering appointment until after the next OSC meeting (April 22™).

c. Chris Indelicato was not in attendance He notified the OSC Liaison in advance
and sent his regrets ‘

d. Tom Blomstrom noted that Chns Lane was re-appointed to the OSC for another
3-year term

w

RE-ORGANIZATION
a. Chris Lane nomiNathand Stephen Kaufman as Chair, Hugh Moulton seconded,
and Stephen Kaufman was selected unanimously.
b. Hugh Moulton nomiNathand Chris Lane as Vice-Chair, Joan Biddle seconded,
and Chris Lane was selected unanimously.

4. APPROVAL OF WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 23, 2019 MEETING MINUTES
a. Chris Lane made a motion to approve the minutes, Hugh Moulton seconded.
The minutes were approved unanimously.

o

2020 OPEN SPACE COMMITTEE MEETING SCHEDULE
a. A copy of the meeting schedule for 2020 was giyen to each member.

6. UPDATED OPEN SPACE COMMITTEE CONTACT LIST



a. Tom Blomstrom distributed an updated list of members of the OSC, and noted he
would update the list again with new members as they are appointed.

7. OPEN SPACE COMMITTEE —~ POWERS AND DUTIES IN ACCORDANCE WITH
TOWNSHIP CODE
a. A copy of the powers and duties was given to each member and Tom Blomstrom
stated he would get a copy to the new member(s) when they are appointed.

8. OPEN SPACE FUNDING REPORT
a. Nathan Crittendon, Director of Finance, gave an overview of the report, and
highlighted the following:

iv.

2019 was a record year in terms of interest earnings due to increasing
rates and the Township shopping around for the best deal.

Maintenance expenses were incurred with the Open Space Fund — Wells
Street Open Space-Trail (Gambone Tract). ,

OSC funds used to pay down a portion of debt attributable to the
purchase of the Sheep Tract lowered interest and principal payments.
Hugh Moulton asked about the transfer to the General Fund in 2010.
Nathan Crittendon stated that there was one transfer to the General Fund
in 2010 for $765,000 to repay the initial start-up capital that was issued to
Open Space in 2006. He also stated that the EIT was instituted in 2007.
Chris Lane stated that he would like a footnote added to the Maintenance
Reserve line item in the Open Space Funding Report stating that it can be
used for Open Space purchases at the discretion of the Township. He
requested it be noted anywhere in the document that the number is
mentioned. Brief discusses were held as to possible language to be

_added at the direction of Township Administration. Stephen Kaufman

added that if the current language is used, it appears as if the funds
cannot be used to purchase properties. He asked Nathan Crittendon if
language could also be added to the 2020 audit to this effect and drew
attention to the memo distributed with the meeting materials suggesting
wording. Nathan Crittendon stated the suggestions made by the Open
Space Committee to amend future language used in both the prepared
quarterly open space report, distributed to the Open Space Committee
and the Management's Discussion and Analysis portion of the annual
financial audit would be taken under advisement. Stephen Kaufman made
a motion to request the Board of Supervisors authorize adding such
language. Chris Lane seconded the motion and it passed unanimously.
Stephen Kaufman was authorized to follow up with a letter to the Board of
Supervisors. The Committee thanked Nathan Cnttendon for h|s work and

‘the increasing level of transparency.

b. Documents from Stephen Kaufman



C.

I. Stephen Kaufman stated that there were discrepancies in the Sheep
Tract purchase numbers as reported in various places in the Open Space
Funding Report and audit.

1. Nathan Crittendon stated that the actual purchase price was $7.8
million and after the soft costs (closing, etc.) the total came to $8.5
million. Stephen Kaufman thanked Nathan Crittendon for clearing
this matter up.

ii. Stephen Kaufman asked if there were any non-EIT dollars left in the
Open Space Fund. Nathan Crittendon responded that all non-EIT dollars
had been spent.

Joan Biddle made a motion to accept the Fmanoe report, Chris Lane seconded,
the report was accepted unanimously.

9. WISSAHICKON VALLEY WATERSHED ASSOCIATION (WVWA) PRESENTATION

a.

b.

Hugh Moulton gave a brief history of the WVYWA and' stated that there was
potential for protection at the nghlands

Gale Farmer (Executive Director) and John Farro (Dlrector of Conservation) gave
a brief history of the work they have accompllshed and what the WVWA
organization does to: protect open space. They stated that much of Whitemarsh
Township falls within the Wissahickon Watershed along with 13 other
municipalities. One of the WVWA's 3 focus areas is the Sheaff Lane area near
Broad Axe. A discussion ensued about the parcels and potential
development/protection areas including trail connections. The goal of a
partnershlp between the Open Space Committee and WVWA is to preserve as
much open land as possible, particularly in the watershed area.

Tom Blomstrom requested that WVWA send out a copy of their presentation and

~ thanked the WVWA for putting it together and coming to the meeting. The
' WVWA requested that their presentation be for internal use only and not be

posted.

10. COMPREHENSIVE PLAN UPDATE MEMORADUM
a. Chris Lane asked if there would be an opportunity to update the draft, as the

Committee wants to ensure their comments are added properly.

b. Tom Blomstrom stated that residents could comment at the Planning

Commission considering the final draft. He stated he would notify the Committee
when the final draft is posted.

11. UPDATE ON HIGHLANDS
a. Tom Blomstrom stated that the Township Manager has heard from the State, and

was told that the State was in the process of settlng up a meetmg with the

- Township leadership and The Highlands.

Hugh Moutton stated that Nancy Moses (PHMC, Chair) visited The Highlands
and has arranged for The Highlands to make a presentation to PHMC Board in
March. It was suggested that The Highlands put together a business plan

3



including a list of goals and visions. He added that Joanna Walters was creating
a business plan and will submit a copy to the Township when it is appropriate.

12. OPEN SPACE SUGGESTION (EMAILS) - PROCEDURE REVIEW-CRITERIA

a. A copy of the Public Submission Procedure was given to each member.

b. It was explained that the first level of review would be by the Township
administration, to determine whether the property was already subject to
restrictions (contracts, etc.) which would prohibit further consideration. If the
recommended property otherwise seemed to meet the baseline criteria for an
opportunity to be open space, it would be forwarded to the Open Space
Committee for review.

c. Stephen Kaufman stated that if the group: dec:des to recommend the property to
the BOS, that the submitter be notified. He also asked if under #2 of the
procedure, the Open Space Committee still be notified of any action taken.

d. Tom Blomstrom stated that he would add that to the procedure.

e. Chris Lane made a motion to adopt the prowdure Joan Biddie seconded, and it
was adopted unanimously.

13. PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD

a. Debra Harris, Whltemarsh Township Resudent stated that while it's great that the
Township is interested in buying large properties she would like the township to
look into smaller properties to connect neighborhoods and parks.

i. A discussion ensued about smaller parcels tuming into pocket parks in
- the Townshnp ;

b. MJ Fisher, Whitemarsh Townshnp Res:dent stated that she was in attendance to

see the committee in actlon

14. BOARD MEMBER COMMENTS

a. A discussion ensued about the Stenton/Militia Hill property. Laura Boyle-Nester

stated that she would ask the Township Manager for an update. Joan Biddle

- stated that she was under the impression that the next step was a site survey
with Township Engineer to see what the potential is. She added that the board
should ask the Township Manager for an update and that this matter be added to
the next agenda. OSC took no formal action on this but the Chair will place it on
the next agenda.

b. Laura Boyle-Nester later e-mailed the OSC that: "The home on Stenton and
Militia Hill that has been discussed was bought recently. No proposed plans yet
but Township staff get the indication they are not looking for any large residential
plan."

15. ADJORNMENT - : = :
a. Chris Lane made a motion to adjoum the meeting, Joan Biddle seconded; the
meeting was adjourned at 8:47PM.



Open Space Committee - (Updated - july 2020)

(3-Year Appointment}
Meetings 4™ Wednesday 7:00 PM
(January, April, July, and October)

Joan Biddle

6261 Henry Lane

Flourtown, PA 19031

(H) 215-233-0253 (C) 215-285-0193
jksbiddle @comcast.net

Chris Indelicato

601 Wagner Road

Lafayette Hill, PA 19444

(H) 610-792-5295 (W) 610-832-8432
Chris.indelicato@libertymutual.com

Stephen J. Kaufman, Chair

644 Harts Ridge Road
Conshohocken, PA 19428

(H) 610-941-9886 (W) 215-564-6004
skaufman@community-ventures.org

Hugh G. Moulton

4107 Angus Way

Lafayette Hill, PA 19444

(H) 215-836-4372 (FL) 941-964-1539
(MA) 508-945-3483
hgmoulton@att.net

Christopher L. Lane, Vice-Chair

32 Copper Beech Drive

Lafayette Hill, PA 19444

(H) 610-834-4349 (W) 267-241-4668
Phila.lanes@verizon.net

Edmond R. Shinn, Esg.
7032 Lafayette Avenue

Fort Washington, PA 19034
(H) 610-308-6544
EShinn@erslawfirm.com

VACANCY

12/31/2021

12/31/2020

12/31/2020

12/31/2020

12/31/2022

12/31/2021

12/31/2022



Laura Boyle Nester (Board of Supervisor Liaison)
4047 South Warner Road

Lafayette Hill, PA 19444

(C) 610-329-9282
Ibnester@whitemarshiwp.org

Thomas Blomstrom (Staff Liaison)
2391 Harts Lane

Lafayette Hill, PA 19444

(W) 610-828-7276 x2410

(C) 610-420-9830
tblomstrom@whitemarshtwp.org




WHITEMARSH TOWNSHIP
GUARTERLY REPORTS
FOR THE QUARTER ENDED
JUNE 30, 2020

OPEN SPACE FUND

The following is an overview of this section with highlights of some of the key numbers.

The first page is the Cumulative Cash Flow (since inception) for the Open Space Fund. There are no
changes to this report since it provides a detailed summary of revenues and distributions by year

from the inception of the Open Space Fund in 2006 to the present.

Pages two through four provide the data given in the first document in graphical format.

The fifth page provides Supplemental information for the Open Space Fund's share of the 2018
General Obligation Bond Debt Service & Maintenance Reserve. Please note, the Township has not
increased the Maintenance Reserve Balance since the close of 2016. Considering this fact, the
Finance Department recommended the transfer of a quarter percent (25%), the maximum, be
transferred at year-end to maintain sufficient funds for future purchases and inflation in

maintenance cost for current Open Space property held.
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COMPREHENSIVE PLAN UPDATE
CURRENT STATUS
PREPARED FOR WHITEMARSH TOWNSHIP OPEN SPACE COMMITTEE
JuLy, 2020

The Planning Commission completed its review of the 2019 Selective Comprehensive Plan Update (draft)
in March. Bergmann, our consultant, has incorporated all of their comments and edits into a new draft,
dated May 2020; it is currently available on the Township’s website. As a refresher, the Update was for
the Land Use and Housing sections of the 2003 Comprehensive Plan but goals, policies, and proposed
implementation actions were actually developed in four areas of concern: Land Use; Housing;
Circulation; and Quality of Life.

Major changes from the 2019 draft include:

e New section entitled, ‘Premise of the Comprehensive Plan Update’ which explains the
‘environmental underpinnings’ of the Plan.

e Updated Land Use Plan (graphic) and character area descriptions; ‘Mixed Use Node’ and ‘Mixed
Use Corridor” replaced previous ‘Mixed Use" category, new ‘Historic District Overlay’ was added
along Bethlehem Pike in the Fort Washington area, in addition to some modifications to the
distribution of other uses. .

o New actions added to Goal 4 (Quality of Life), Policy 4 (Sustainable Design and Environmental
Stewardship).

e Action Plan, in general, has been substantially updated and rearranged by priority; note
additional ‘Near-term’ priority has been added, as well as a numbering system for easier
reference.

* Appendix D is new; it lists all recommended actions according to priority.

The Draft Update has been sent out for a second review by the Montgomery County Planning
Commission, surrounding municipalities, the Colonial School District and the PA Historic and Museum
Commission. The reviews are due back by the end of July. Once they are in hand, the Planning
Commission will evaluate the comments, make any final changes, and then hold an advertised ‘Public
Meeting’ as required by state law. Following that meeting, the Planning Commission will make a
recommendation for adoption to the Board of Supervisors, who will hold an advertised ‘Public Hearing’
{atso required by state law) to consider adoption of the Selective Comprehensive Plan Update. ltis
hoped that this will occur in the fall.

Prepared by: Charlie Guttenplan, Director of Planning & Zoning



From: Tom Blomstrom
Sent: Tuesday, July 14, 2020 10:43 AM
To: Tom Blomstrom
‘Subject: Comprehensive Pian - Chris Lane Analysis
FROM CHRIS LANE:

I compared this draft to the changes we recommended last year, and these are the changes | noted. Those we
recommended are in bold type.

Under Policy #3 - Open Space Preservation:

We recommended the addition of "Retain the services of a dedicated professional or develop in-house capacity to
proactively engage with private landowners to develop strategies [deleted "long term”] for apen space preservation,
trail connections, and easements, including using open space funds to reduce density of proposed

developments." Instead this draft says "Enhance ability to proactively engage......."; they did delete "long term"; and the
{ast phrase was revised to "...reduce development yield." One of the recommendations in the plan of 2006 {page 65,
TW-5) is: "1. Create a permanent staff position (Open Space Steward) whose primary task will be to oversee,
coordinate, communicate and execute the Township's open space initiatives. The proposed duties of this position are
generally described in Appendix E: County review and Response following page 125.” Qur intent with this latest draft of
the plan was to reinforce this recommendation, but if it remains unchanged in the final version of the updated plan, we
should still be able to do something with it.

We recommended the addition of: "Proactively utilize the extensive resources of the Open Space Funds to purchase or

protect open space and acquire open space benefits”. This was not added. It's possible that they felt that this
statement was redundant or obvious.

Under Policy #1 - Open Space Network \
We recommended: "Preserve, maintain, and expand the Township's extensive network of open spaces, consistent with
the Township's Open Space Plan dated 2006". This phrase was added.

We recommended: "Maintain a central record of successful and unsuccessful attempts to acquire open space
throughout the Township™. This was not added. Tom — can we do something like this anyway? Sometimes the
Township gets involved with proposals/transactions impacting open space that the Committee is unaware of, and it's
difficult for us to know what has already been considered.

We recommended: “Partner with land trusts and conservation organizations to jointly identify and pursue open space
opportunities, including stewardship and educational programs”. This sentence was added.

Thomas J. Blomstrom
Director of Parks and Recreation
Whitemarsh Township

_Parks and Recreation Department
Koontz Park
2391 Harts Lane
Lafayette Hill, PA 19444
(office) 610-828-7276 x2401
(cell) 610-420-9830
(fax) 610-828-7391




Tom Blomstrom

From: Tom Blomstrom

Sent: Monday, June 15, 2020 1:40 PM
To: Tom Blomstrom

Subject: Highlands Mansion

Supervisors Authorize Ordinance Preserving Highlands Mansion

The Board of Supervisors last night voted to advertise an ordinance that provides for the Township to purchase a
27.82-acre Conservation Easement at the Highlands Mansion on Sheaff Lane.

The Township has been working with the Highlands Historical Society (HHS) and state Representative Mary Jo
Daley to preserve the 44-acre historic property since the Pennsylvania Historical and Museum Commission included
the property on its list to divest.

The Township would purchase a Conservation Easement from HHS to preserve the 27.82 acres of open space in
the amount of $3.01 million dollars. The funds would come from the Township’s Open Space Earned Income Tax

(EIT) fund and be used by HHS to improve and maintain the historic late 18th century Georgian mansion and two-
acre formal garden.

Thomas J. Blomstrom
Director of Parks and Recreation
Whitemarsh Township

Parks and Recreation Department
Koontz Park

2391 Harts Lane

Lafayette Hill, PA 19444
(office) 610-828-7276 x2401
(cell) 610-420-9830

(fax) 610-828-7391
tblomstrom@whitemarshtwp.org
www.whitemarshtwp.org
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Whitemarsh Township Open Space Committee
The following are their power and duties in accordance with the Township Code.
Powers and duties. The powers and duties of the Open Space Committee shall be to:
(1) Make recommendations to the appropriate Township board and/or commission as to the possible
acquisition and/or management of open land property, by gift, purchase, grant, bequest, easement,
devise or lease, which open land property the Committee recommends shall be used for the purposes as
further identified herein.
(2) Make recommendations regarding the Open Space Plan.
(3] Promote community open space protection awareness and programs.
(4). Keep an index of all open space areas, whether publicly or privately owned, including but not
limited to flood-prone areas, swamps and other unique natural areas, for the purpose of obtaining

information on and making recommendations regarding the proper use of such open space areas.

(5). Undertake such additional tasks as requested by the Board of Supervisors.
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COMPREHENSIVE PLAN UPDATE
CURRENT STATUS
PREPARED FOR OPEN SPACE COMMITTEE
JANUARY, 2020

The Selective Comprehensive Plan: Update for the: Land Use and: Housing sections is-in-final: draft form:
and has been on the Township website since April 2019. Based upon input from the Comprehensive
Plan Update Steering Committee and the public, goals, policies, and proposed implementation actions
were actually developed in four areas of concern: Land Use; Housing; Circulation; and Quality of Life.
The most significant element of the Update; which synthesizes the recommendations:in-all fourareas, is
a proposed updated Land Use Plan. The Ltand Use Plan graphically portrays a vision for the future
development of the Township. Though the version currently contained in the Plan document on the
website is the version that was updated based upon input from the Public Wbrkshops in 2018, the
Township Planning:Commission suggested-additional-changes as part of their review-of the-draft:Plan
Update in 2019. These changes have been transmitted to Bergmann, our consultant for the project.

The Planning Commission has also discussed points raised in the Montgonﬁery County Planning
Commission review of the Plan Update as well as comments made by the State Historic Preservation
Office of the PA Historic and: Museum:Commission. During:Fall 2019, the Planning Commission-reviewed
the specific recommendations and priorities for implementation contained in the Plan Update’s ‘Action
Plan’. The review of the Action Plan has been completed. The Commission will still be considering
general edits to the Plan document:in early 2020. Once these are comﬁleted, the Commission’s
comments on the Action Plan:as well as other comments/edits:concerning:the:Plan-Update; will-be
transmitted to Bergmann. Bergmann will then prepare a revised final draft, which will include the
updated Land Use Plan as well as all of the requested text changes; this updated draft document will
---once again be distributed for afinal review by various governmental agencies as required by state law.
--0Once those reviews aré:.completed:a nd-the Planning:.Commission'is.comfortable with the final-version of
_ 'the Update, it will be the subject of an advertised Planning Commission Public Meeting, also as required
..~ by state law.  Following that meeting, the Planning Commission will make a recommendation for - '
~_.. adoptiohtothe Board of Supervnsors, who will hold a Public Hearing to consider adoptnon of the
Selectlve Comprehetsive Plan Update it is hoped that this will occur by mid-2020.

Prepared by: Charlie Guttenplan, Director of Planning & Zoning
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WHITEMARSH TOWNSHIP
QUARTERLY REPORTS

FOR THE QUARTER ENDED
DECEMBER 31, 2019

OPEN SPACE FUND

The following is an overview of this section with highlights of some of the key numbers.

The first page is the Cumulative Cash Flow (since inception) for the‘()‘pebnﬁ-?spété- Fund, There are.no.
changes to this report since it provides a detailed summary of revenues and distributions by year -

from the inception of the Open Space Fund in 2006 to the present, .

Pages two through-three provide the data given in the first d'ocumefﬁt‘i:nz gréphical;, and more:

palatable formate.

The fourth pége provides Supplemental information for the Open Sﬁace Fund's share of the 2018' '
‘ General Obligation Bond Debt Service & Maintenance Reserve Please note, the Townshlp has not
increased the Maintenance Reserve: Balance since-the:close:of: 2016 Consldermg this fact the
_Finance Department recommended the transfer of a quarter percent (25%}, the maximum, be
transferred at year-end to maintain sufficient funds for future pufcbésé& arid inflation in

maintenance cost for current Open Space property held.
... The f'fth page provides-a worksheet depictmg the Township's. requirement: to sattsfy the reﬁnanced |

+the refinanced portion of the 2018 Genéral Obligation Bond is being sat,isfed 61% from the General
Fund and 39% from the Open Space Fund. | |

a«:portlon of the General Obligation: Bond Senes of 2018 presentation by the fund. The repayment uf e



[%T ‘99.'88YS ‘AINYY3 LSTHILNI |

!

_ %T ‘886'STSS
‘aNN4 TY.LIAYD INOYS 3JSNVYL

%T ‘000°0SZS ‘ANNd
TVYINID NOYd HIASNVHL

%L 'TSL'969°TS
‘(¥NDQ) SINVYD
31VLS/1v¥3aad

%LS
‘06Y'viETES ¢ LI 3OVdS N3dO

%EE
‘26504 2TS SQIID0Yd NVOT

(NOLLdIDNI IDNIS)
885‘€00°6€$ INNINITY TVLOL

610¢ - 9002
FNNIAIY 40 32HNOS ANN4 IDVdS N3dO

i




%0 6L8°TYS
‘(800t) (€€ LSv3)
QY YONVIN
SOV 9EZE W

(NOILdIONI FONIS)
295'P8LI9TS
610Z - 9002
ISVYHIYUNd 31VLST 1¥3H ANN4 30VdS N3dO




SDSYEE9s . “OECO088 ... OOZE0ZS .. STOOEC S TRICEYED. . OOBIETES OSYVEGBE . OSYWSSTS . . OD0'DBEGS
DOY0ESS 958'902% 95623 006°861% PYSETES wwrTTs 00T'TTES 00b'0ESS 00v0T$ ooo.oﬁnw ZEOT
000°0ES$ 006£'907% 009'6TS VOT'TETS DOE'ETES oov'ves 006862$ 0000£S$ 0000b5: . 00006YS$ TE0T
000yESS 057'80Z$ oro'ezs 057815 ovL'szes 066'5ES 05£'682$ 000'bESS 00065$ | 000'SLYS 0807
002'ZeSS 885°207$ 801°0e$ 0sY'LLTS TYIVTES 60LYS 085°LLZ$ 0022ESS 002'LL$: 000°sSPS 6207
008peSS 758028 TLE'9ES 009‘TLTS 8Z29TE$ g28°LS$ 00'892% 00BYESS 008'76% " Qo0'OvbS 820
009'TESS vee'ioes 743943 008's91s 7247453 9£0'89% 002'952$ 009°TESS 009'TT1S; . 000°0ZYS 20t
00B'ZESS T6L£02% wWe'6Ys 0S6°4STS 800'szes - 856°LLS 0s02ves ' 008°2ES$ 0082218, 000'S0V$ gzoz
ps9'yess yis'soes pavres 050'PSTS LET'9ZES 181'58% 0S6'0¥TS - 059'VESS 0S9'6E15: . ooqmmm.w S20Z
ooz'oes$ 83T'602% 896'85$ 0ST°05TS z80°LLES 282263 0S8'YETS DOZ'9ESS 00T'1STS: 0D0'S8ES 24074
OOE'ZESS L65°10Z$ 167'E9% . 00E'b9TS E0L'VTES £00'66% o0L'szes 00E'ZESS 00E'Z9T$: 000'0LES £207
005'TESS s822028 SEB'BYY 0SY‘8ETS STZTYLES $99°20T$ 085'912$ 005'T€SS 005'8LIS - DOO'SSES zZ02
DOESESS L9L'802$ LTTYLS 0s5PETS ££5928$ £80°9TT$ 0sv'01Z$ 00E‘§ESS 00E'06TS: " 000'SYES 120
DOL'8ESS £60°0125 EVP'BLS 0§9°0ETS © o 109'8T€$ 14745 © 0SE'P0Z$ 00L'8£5$ 00L'E0TS: ) ooo,mmmw 0z0T
0%v'vEs B8 SEVPOL TS 5eC'309% 002'880'ES S1006C 75 STC8r6s 05 TBTES 0SP'VE6 85 OSbPSSTS | ODOOBESS §T0C
IDIAYIS DIAYIS 1$3431N1 VAN 2DIAYIS 1S3¥3LNI IVdIINIYd IAYIS LSIUIINI DN ONION ¥VIA
1g3g 1930 2DVds Ivds Lg93d annd annd 1934 40D 409 | 319vAvd
209 DVds Nido N3dO annd vYINIO TvyaNaD 909 810z 8702 | DIAYIS
8102 N3dO . 909 209 WHINID 809 409 . 8107 193a

453431N1 ANV TVAIINIYNd 30 SAILNLVIN INIADISENS ANV NOILYDITEO ONMH AS TIviia i
NOILHOd DNIDNVNII3Y = INJWININDIY J0IAY3S 1830 €09 8102
dIHSNMOL HSHYINILIHM




AN 2070
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January 3, 2020

To: Nate Crittendon, Finance Director

CC: Tom Blomstrom, Open Space Committee members
From: Steve Kaufman, Chair, Open Space Committee
Re: Financial Reports and Audit

I am following up en my e-mails of 9/3/2019 and 10/22/19 regarding financial reporting, and would like
to invite you to the January 22, 2020 meeting of the Open-Space Committee to discuss the matters listed
below.

Requests made by OSC as recorded in the Minutes of July 24" 2019 Meeting (we discussed only the
quarterly Open Space report and did not have the draft 2018 audit available at the time, but the first
two issues below overlap both documents). As the 2018 audit is now in final form, these requests are
applicable to the 2019 audit.

1) The audit and the quarterly reports to the OSC show that $7,881,365 of Open Space Funds were
spent on the Sheep Tract. This expenditure is also shown in the quarterly report as being
$8,534,222. Over the years, the annual audits show that 63% of the debt service on the
$15,000,000 2009 notes that financed the Sheep Tract and various non-open space
improvements was-paid:by the:Open: Space: Fund. 63% of $15,000,000is $9;450,000. The 0SC
requests an itemization showing how each of the three numbers was calculated.

2) Asindicated by the OSC at its July meeting, any reference to the Maintenance of Open Space
line item on page 30 of the audit and in the quarterly report should include language such as:
“These funds may be used for acquisition of open space uat the discretion of Whitemarsh
Township. Pennsylvania Act 153, which enables municipalities to levy a .25% tax on earned
income for defined open: space purposes; allows; but does not require; a-municipality to:spend-
up to 25% of its EIT revenues on maintenance.” (as set forth in the minutes of the July
meeting).

3) . OSC asked if there were any non-EIT dollars left in the Open Space Fund that might be used to
pay for costs that might be ineligible under EIT (such as hiring a consultant to negotiate
- -conservation transactions or an:engineer’s study of the-potentialfor preserving the: property at
Mllrtla Hill and Stenton, which has a “checkered past”). As of 2015, there was $1 009,004 of
- Act-153 ~dbllars-'n‘t_hei0pen S;},ace Fun;i; but-m_ost-.o_f thi %

nthe:General and Capital Funds in the éarly ye
srefunded: (llkely due tothe.influx of EIT revenue). It does appear as if some non-EIT dollars may
- . be available and the OSC should be advised if this is the case. :

2 4)= Th_g,;q.u_artgl:l_v...r_gpQ.Et..S;p.!:QVIdgditb 0SC should include the current outstanding balance of bond
lebt attributable to the Open Space Fund as a liability offsetting assets.

~-My-September3;2019.e-mail suggested that certain changes be made to Management’s Discussion

and-Analysis-supplement-(Management-Discussion)to-the-draft *201.'8*audit'as'listedfbelow.*Sinc@*if_ o

= - -wastoo late-for these changes:to:be considered for the 2018 audit; they should: now considered: for

-the 2019 audit. As mentioned earlier two suggestions overlap the QSC actions noted above. The other
--edits are intended to be consistent with what is already stated in the Management Discussion , but

Q



also to-be helping in clarifying long-past events.when another bond refinancing comes-up-inthe:
future. As before, a PDF of the edits handwritten on the relevant pages is attached.

Page 16: 1 am suggesting two inserts to a sentence that begins on line six of the first paragraph under
"Long Term Debt." First insert is "the." Second insert is "attributable to the purchase of the "Sheep
Tract at Erdenheim Farm"

Page 16: | am suggesting an-insert at the-end of sentence that ends in-the middle-of line-4 with the:
word "Fund." -~ “in proportion to the use of bond proceeds by each Fund.”

Page 22: pie chart shows $7,881,365 being spent on Sheep Tract. Please explain at a later time the
gap between this number and 63% of $15,000,000 {$9,450,000). Perhaps part of it is bond issuance
costs, but the OSC needs an ftemization {same as #1 above).

Page 30: Please add the folfowing clarification to the "Maintenance of Open Space" line item as
indicated in #2 above: :

“These funds may be used for acquisition of open space at the discretion of Whitemarsh Township.
Pennsylvania Act 153, which enables municipalities to levy a .25%.tax on earned income for
defined openspace purposes, allows; but does not require; a municipality to:spend up to 25% of its:
EIT revenues on maintenance.” -

‘Page 54: Please add as indicated the total expenditures from the 2009 Notes for capital projects as
well as for Sheep Tract. Or add it elsewhere (such as Page 16) if that flows more smoothly.

Thank you again for your good work irifcla'rifying:sthe'-insf»an'd:%eutsloﬁ the:2009-18:boind-financings, and:
- your ongoing support of OSC’s wark via timely and thorough reports. '




WHITEMARSH TOWNSHIP
Management’s Discussion and Analysis’
Required Supplementary Information
December 31, 2018 ° = )(\,,5?/

Capital Assets and Debt Administration

Capital Assels

e of capital assets, including
¢ of $2.11 million above last

At the end of 2018, the Township bad $45.23 million invested in & broad
land, buildings, vehicles, and equipment. This amount represents a net in
year’s $43,12 million after recording additions and deductions for the ye;

Long-Term Debt

The Township Board of Supetvisors passed an ordinance on Affgust 16, 2018, to sllow for a $9 79 ;
General Obligation Bond Issue. Bond proceeds will be used J6 fund upcoming expenditares applj
the Creekside HMI prqlcct, as well as refinance the PrinicipaVoutstanding far the 2009 Note wing,

a result of a Triple-A rating from Moody's, the 2018 Genefal Obligation Bonds were issuedt a $515,203
premium resulting in additional cash included in the procgeds; In addition, the To ip#€ceived favorable
interest rates on the refinancing of the remaining 2009 General Obligation Notgs? The Township used
+$3,900,000 of available Open Space Fund to prepay & portion of the 2009 Noter the prepayment is
coupled with the refinancing at fixed interest rates, reduced future debt service requirements for the Open
Space as well as the General Fund resulted. Final Maturity for the 2018 General Obligation Bond will be in
November of 2039. Debt Service payments on this obligation are funded 22% from the Open Space Fund
and 78% from the General Fund. Principal outstanding on the Series of 2018 Bond is $9, 790 ,000.

On August 28, 2014, the Township made settlement oh a $6,000,000 General Obhgauon Note with TD
Bank, The Note proceeds will be used to fund capital assets, including equipment, building i improvenents,

traffic improvements, and stormwater management projects. The Note bears semij-annual interest for the .

first seven yedrs at 2.3% and then converts to variable rates with caps of 5% to 6%. Principal paymeénis are
payable annnally on the 15% of November.  Final Maturity for the 2014 General Obligation Note will be in

Novertiber of 2039. Debt Service payments on this obligation will be made from the Capital Reserve Fund

and are funded by transfers from the General Pund. Pnncnpat outstandmg on the Senes of 2(114 Note ls
$5,205,000 as of December 31,2018. - :

On April 14, 2011, the Township Board of Superwsors passed an ordinance to guarantee $8 nnlhon of debt
“ incurred by 'the Whltemarsh Township Authority (a Component Unit of the Township) to finance certain
improvements and upgrades to the sanitary sewer treatment, conveyance and collection systems. The
guarantee included 4 Reimbursement Agreement from the Authority to the Township and qualified as self-
liquidating debt under the Local Government Unit Debt Act. Effective April 23, 2014, the Authority Note
was refinanced in the amount of $10,000,000. Under the Sewer Revenue Note — Series of 2014, interest
acerues at 2,55% through June 1, 2021, and thereafter at 67% of the current prime rate plus 50 basis points

with a cap of 5,5% and a floor “of 2.55%. As a result of this refinancing, the Township is no longer a -

guarantor of the Authcmty

On April 27, 2009, the Township borrowed $15,000,000 from the Delaware Valley Regional Finance
Authority to fund the acqulsxtwn of g portion of the Erdenheim Farm property known as Sheep Tract for
Open Space along with various capital projects. Debt Service payments on this obligation were finded 63%
- -from the Open Space Fund ahd 37% from the Capital Reserve

if $5 899,000 by borrowmg $5,670,000

reﬁnanced th

. Effective 2018, the Township Utilized ..
7 $3;900,000.0f avmlable ‘Open Space Funds to prepay a portion of th $9, 799, 000 prinmpal onts anding. and” -




WHITEMARSH TOWNSHIP
Management’s Discussion and Analysis
Required Supplementary Information
December 31, 2018

Aacquisition is the commitment of 100%. of thie positive real property tax increments collected on behalf of
the Township from the Hill at Whitemarsh and Adjacent Open Space Tax Increment Financing District in
accordance with a payment in Lieu of Taxes Agreement entered into by the Township, the Tax-Increment
Financing District and Whitemarsh Continiing Care Rétirement Cominunity, a Pennsylvania not-for-profit
corporation.

Acquisition of Additional Properties from the Open Space Fund
On Aprif 1, 2018, the Township purchased the Joshua Hill property lacated at 4021 Joshua Road at a fotal

cost of $2,009,675 with funds held in the Open Space Reserve Fund. Since the inception of the Open Space
Fund, the Township has acquired properties. totaling $16,784, 563

OPEN SPACE REAL ESTATE
ACQUISITIONS HISTORY (2006 - 2018)

W $5769,016
5%

B $393,797
2%

a $353,661
2%

B $229,714
1%
8 $42,879
0%

|...87ms365] 47
$2,073.269

M SHEES TRACT (2009) '
TRACT [2008)

$1pi9231) " 11%
I 607-STENTON & 6005 W VALLEY GREEN (2014] . $769016] 5%

'm 3389 §3391 HARTS TANE (2005)_ h $759,766 gog
'@ 4134 CHRISTIE CIRCLE (2013) * ’ $452190° 8%
| W7008 MATHERSTANE(ZO13] — 1 sasszo7! 2]
7004 MATHERS LANE (2013) ™™™ """ 1" "gggg 661l am
#4130 BUTLER PIKE {2012) CTTUTTT Y gameiridal | 1%
& IZ36 ACRES MANOR'RD {EAST 33 (2008) T 428780 0%

- TOTALOPBNSPACBACQUXSITIONS $16,784,563{100%}

" THIS IS PAGE 22 OF A REPORT OF 79 PAGES
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WHITEMARSH TOWNSHIP

Balance Sheet
Govertimiental Funds
December 31,2018
Open Noa- Total
Capital Space Major Goverimental
General Reserve Reserve Funds Funds
ASSETS ,
Cash and Cash Bquwalmts § 6409339 $ 8,763 407 $ 6,822,580 $ 3,158.538 $ 25,153,864
Investoients -2,241,000 - - - 2,241,000
Duc from Component Units 23,729 - - - 23,729
Taxes Recelvable ' 3,209,294 - - - . 3,209,294
Interfund Receivables 2,240 - - - 2,240
Other Receivables . 124,166 - - 18,881 . 143,047
Total Asscts $ 12,009,768 $ 8,763,407 $ 6,822,580 S 3,177,419 $ 30,713,114
LIABILITIES, DEFERRED INFLOWS OF
RESOURCES, AND FUND BALANCES
LIABILITIES .
Accounts Payatile $ .997,172 $ 355219 $ - S 82615 $ 1,439,006
Accrued Wages Payable {20,466 - - 4,587 125,053
Interfund Payables 80,252 - - 2,240 82492 °
Unearned Revenue . - - - T 82919 82919
Other Liabilities 70,691 - - - 70,691
Tokal Linbilitics 1,268,581 359,219 . - 172,361 1,800,161
DEFERRED INFLOWS OF RESOURCES )
Deferred Real Estate Taxes . 44,646 - - - 44,646
Deferred Eamed fncome Taxes . 1,019,719 - - - 1,019,719
Deferred Local Services Taxes 28,238 - - - 28,38
Deferred Special Assessments - - - 18,881 18,881
Totat Deferred Mflows of Resources 1,092,603 - - 18,881 1,111,484
FUND BALANCES
Restricted for:
Building and Improving Local ’ .
Roads aad Bridges - - - 549,029 549,029
Assigned for; .
Rudget-for 2019 ) 2,155,028 - - 361,433 . 4516461
Business Tax Refiinds ’ 1,740,409 - - - 1140409
Insurance Premitmis : 657,599 - - - 657,599
Capital Projects and lmprovcmems - . 8404,188 - - 8404,188
Acquisition of Other Equipment - - - 283 512 283,512
isition of Open Space - - 4,972,160 - 4,972,100 R
Ataintepance of Open Space - - 1,849,880 = - 1,849,880
Local Roads and Bridges - - - 1,065,336 . 1065336
Sanitation - Waste Collection 135,000 - - ‘640,463 775463
Street Lighting Rieplacement Projeot e - - 86,404 86,404
. Unassigned Fund Bafince - 4,960,548 - ~ - 4,960,548
‘Total Fund Balatices 9,648,584 BAGH 188 6,822,580 2,986,177
Total Lishilities, Defe_uedlnfbm N e S

[ Rmumw Ehind Balnees  © 8 lZ;DO9;76g "."38,763!367 -13"6!'822.58'9 - §3,177419

The accompming nofes are an infegral part of these financial statements.
A : - THISIS PAGE 30 OF A REPORT OF 79 PAGES |
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9, LONG-TERM DEBT

Primary Government
Bonds Payable

On September 25, 2018, the Township issued General Qbligation Bonds, Series of 2018,
totaling $9,790,000. The proceeds of the bonds were used for' the current refunding of the
Township’s outstanding General Obligation Note, Series of 2009 and-to provide funds for certain
capital projects. Thé difference between the cash flow required to service the old debt and that
required to service the new debt and complete the refunding was $262,825. The economic gain
resulting from the refunding transaction (i:e., the difference between the present vatue of the old debt
service requirements and the present value of the new debt service requirements) was $250,417.

The bonds are stated to mature on November 15 of each year from 2019 through 2032, with
remaining principal payments due in 2035 and 2039, with interest payable semiannuatly on May 15%
_and November 15% of each year. The interest rate on the bonds range from [.55% to 4%.

Notes Payable

On December 17, 2015, the Township Board of Supervisors approved the issumnce of a
promissory note (Whitemarsh Township Promissary Note, 2015 Series) in the amount of $723,956,
payable to the County of Montgomery, for the financing of emergency radio equipment for the
emergency service providers serving the Whitemarsh Township area. The radio equipment was
acquired by the County as part of a bulk purchasing agreement with Motorola, The County has
made available interost-fice (0%) financing to the partimpatmg mumcipalrum through the Delaware
Valley Regional Finance Authority (DVRFA). The promissory note is being serviced by Wells
Fargo Bank and will be repaid by the Township over a period of five years. Actual costs in excess
of the $723,956 amount of the promissory note will be paid from the Township’s Capital Reserve
Fund, The Barren Hill and Spring Mill Fire Companies, along with the Whitemarsh Community
Ambulance Association, have agreed to reimburse the Township $219,758, which represents one-
half of their shares of the total costs of $439,516, over a five-year period. In addition; other local-
atea fire companics have agreed to reimburse the Township for purchased radio equipment totaling
$80,014. .In 2018, debt service payments totaled $144, 791 and reimbursements -recognized as
revenue totaled $44535.

The proceeds of the Note Payable Series of 2014 — TD Bank were used for varigus capital

- projects. The interest rate on this note is equal to-the “applicable tax-exempt rate” as follows: until
November 15, 2021, 2.31%; for the period from November 15, 2021 until November 15, 2029, the
lesser of 50% of the Wall Street Journal Prime Rate (adjusted annuaﬂy) or a fixed rate of 5%; and
for the period Noyember 15, 2029 until. the inaturity date, the lesser of 50% of the Wall Street
Journal Prime Rate (adjusted annually) or a fixed rate of 6%. Tnterest is payable semi-annually on
May 15® and November 159, principal is payable annually on November 15%, and the final maturity
is on November 15, 2039. Debt semce payments for this series are made from the Capital Reserve
Fund.

= wv o 222 The proceeds of the Note Payable - Scries of 2009 — Deélaware Valley Regmnal Fmancc : -
Authority were used for. various capital projects, as well s for the aoquismou of
Erdenheim Farm property, known as Sheep Trdct, for open space, Debt service paym
eries were made from the Capital Reserve FA d and Open Space eserve Fund, Durmg 2018 the

o allngy
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Il 2020
MEET\NG-

Whitemarsh Township
Open Space Committee (Unanimously pass 4-0 — 1-22-20)

Public Submission Procedure — Open Space Acquisition
Recommendations

1) Send email notification to the submitter of receipt of the email
and explain that the submission will be reviewed in accordance
with the Open Space Committee public submission procedure

2) Township Administrative Review of submission
(Communicate submission and result to OSC)

3) Submission to OSC sub-committee to review-consideration to
determine if meets criteria as shown on the attached "Lan‘d
Preservation Criteria” document

4) if meets criteria, submission to the Open Space Committee for
review, discussion, prioritization, and potential recommendation
to the BOS (utilize attached “Open Space Committee Approach”
and “Land Preservation Criteria” document as guidelines)

(If OSC recommends to BOS, BOS should consider a follow-
up on their final decision to the submitter)

5) Send email response to the submitter to let them know the result
of the Open Space Committee public submission procedure



Whitemarsh Township Land Preservation Criteria

Whitemarsh Township recognizes the importance of focusing its energies and resources on those
projects that will advance its open space mission. Answers to the following questioris will help in
evaluating an open space parcel’s appropriateness for potential acquisition or other means of protection.

Date of Evaluation:

SECTION I - Property Identification

Owner:

Location:

SECTION M} - Initial Considerations

1. Does the project fit the Twp’s mission by protecting? Y N Undetermined
a. Natural area? Y N
b. Farmland? Y N
c. Neighborhood green space? Y N
d. Water resources? Y N
2 a. Does proposed area contain at least 10 acres? Undeter.-miqed

a. Is it located in a strategic location?
b. Is the parcel part of a larger cons. initiative?
c. Are there species of special concern?

d.Isit adj:aceht‘ fo-existing preserved land?
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e. Would it facilitate a trail connection?

" 2b. Ifthe project is under 10 acres
a.: Is jt'located in a strategic location?
~b.Is the pércels part of a larger cons. initiative?
¢. Are there species of special concern?
- d.lIsitadjacent to existing preserved land? =

e. Would it facilitate a trail connection?

<~ < < < < <
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f. Does it have compelling recreational value?



3. Is the project area noted in an Open. Space Plan? Y N Undetermined
a. Township OS Plan? Y N ”
b. Township Park & Recreation Plan? Y N
é. Township Pedestrian & Bicycle Plan? Y N
d. Township. Greenway Plan? Y N
e. Regional OS Plan? Y N
f. Pennsylvania OS Plan? Y N
g. Montgomery County OS Plan? Y N
h. Conservation Organization: Strategic OS Plan? Y N
i. A Natural Areas invenfory? o A Y N
4. What are the funding realities? Y N
a. Is federal grant funding available? Y N Undetermined
b. Is state grant funding required? Y N Undetermined
i. Is state funding available? Y N Undetermined
c. Is county grant funding required? Y N Undetermined
i. Is county funding available? Y N Undetermined
d. Is there local municipal money available? Y N Undetermined
e. Is there private money available? Y N Undetermined
f. Will it require private fund raising? Y N Undetermined
5. Are there likely partnerships involved? Undetermined
 a. State? T
" b. County? |

" ¢, WUWA, MCLT, NLT
" d. Neighboring Municipality?

< < <'< =< <

* e. Other Conservation Organization?

=z =z =z =z =z =z

e ifyesidentify o o

~'f, Landowner support? ' Y N



6. Are there other important considerations? Y N

If yes clarify:

SECTION il - Evaluative Land Preservation Criteria Checklist (Please Check All that Apply to
Potential Project)

1. Natural Features Checklist (From Green. Fields/Green Towns):

Does the project have any significant geologic features?

a. Geology:

—

unique geologic features
geologic hazard areas (sink holes, limestone.formations, ete.)
rock outcroppings

diabase geology

b. Topography:

—

c. Soils:

———n.
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————

steep slopes (15+ percent and 25+ percent)
Sensitive or unique watershed areas

NWI wetlands or sensitive drainage areas

agricultural soils of national significance
agricultural soils; of ‘l'ocal and/or statewide significance

hydr‘ic soils—seasonal high water table

d. Surface Waters:

water bodies (streams, lakes, ponds, etc.)

headwater streams and/or springs

wetlands (hydric soils, national wetlands inventory)
floodplains (100-year)

water quality (cold water fisheries, exceptional waters)



e. Vegetation and. Wildlife:

wooded areas (of defined size and width)

riparian buffers

locally important vegetation

significant wildlife- habitats:

Audubon Important Bird Area

Pennsylvania Natural Diversity Inventory locations

Montgomery County Natural Areas Inventory

2. Recreational Benefits Checklist
There exists an opportunity for public recreation
The property could be developed with trails and provide passive public use

The property could be developed for active park use as a public township park or nelghborhood
park with playgrounds; ﬁelds or other uses for public recreation

There exists an opportumty fo provide publlc, educatlon or a public ed’u'cati'on' program

The property meeis the needs for the Towns_hip as identified in the Open Space Plan, the Parks
& Recreation Plan, the Greenway Plan, or the Pedestrian & Bicycle Network Plan

The property provides scenic value to the residents: in terms:of view sheds; historical-or cultural
scenery or character, or natural scenery, geology or topography that is unique to the Township

The property is immediately adjacent to an existing park used for public recreation

The property will provide trail or access to trails for public recreation

3. Scenic Resources Checklist (From-IRC 170.h):

_Project meets one or more of the f'ollowing'

sithére is compatlblllty of the Iand use with other land in the wcmlty

there is a high degree of contrast and/or varlety prov:ded by the: vnsual scene

o rAhere:-gxists: openness of thie-land (more significant factor inv an urban or densely populated
setting or in a heavily wooded area); . , ,

the prOJect provides visual relief from urban closeness

i there exlsts harmomous vanety of shapes and textures -

= -therelis a degree to which the land use maintains the scale and character of the urban
=~ - landscape to preserve open space, visual enjoyment, and sunlight for the surrounding area;

&



there exists consistency of the proposed: scenic view with-a methiodical:state:scenic  identification:
program, such as a state landscape inventory;

there exists consistency of the proposed scenic view with a regional or local landscape inventory made
pursuant to a sufficiently rigorous review process, especially if the donation is endorsed by an
appropriate state or local governmental agency.

4. Public:Benefit Checklist (From IRC 170h)
Project meets one or more of the following:

—_ the property is unique to the area;
there is an intensity of land development in the vicinity of the property (both existing development
and foreseeable trends. of development);

there exists consistency of the proposed open space use with public programs (whether

federal, state, or local) for conservation in the region, including programs for outdoor recreation,
irrigation or water supply protection, water quality maintenance or enhancement, flood prevention
and control, erosion control, shoreline protection, and protection of land areas included in, or
related to, a government approved master plan or land management area;

there exists consistency of the proposed open space use with private conservation programs in
the area, as evidenced by other land; protected:by easement or fee-ownership by organizations
referred to in Sec. 1.170A-14(c)(1), in close proximity to the property;

there is the likelihood that development of the property would lead to or contribute to degradation
of the scenic, natural, or historic character of the area:

there is opporfunity fdr;the general public to use the property or to appreciate its scenic
values;

there is importance in preserving the property for local or regional landscape or resource
that attracts tourism or commerce to the area;

there is consistency of the: proposed open-space use: with-a legislatively mandated program
identifying particular parcels of land for future protection.
5. Conservation Purposes Checklist (From IRC 170h)

Project meets one or.more of the following: : -
zzz theproject is located in a strategic land conservation area

IR

R ____ - ~the. pr,éservatidnzbf:land;:aréas for outdoor recreation by, or the ed‘tication of, the general
public for substantial and regular use, : ' , ’

- the protection of a relatively natural environmental systém or habitat of fish wildlife, or
plants, or similar ecosystem, ,

< = = protection of a significant habitat or ecosystem such asfrare;"endéngered;' orthreatened -~
- -species of animal, fish, or plants; areas that represent high quality examples of a
terrestrial community or aquatic community

- the-preservation of openspace (including farmland and forest land) pursuant to a:clearly
delineated Federal, state, or governmental conservation policy yielding a significant



public benefit; or for the:scenic enjoyment of the-general public:and wilk yleld a
significant publlc benefit, or

___  thepreservation of a historically lmportant land area, historic landscapes or certified
historic structure,

SECTION IV - Optional Factors
1. Project has significant educational value. Y
2. Project will help leverage additional funds.

3. Project scores high in NLT Smart Conservation Value. Y

SECTION V - Additional Considerations
Please detail:




Open Space Committee approach:

1.

assess available green space parcels in township and evaluate what is realistically
attainable given owners’ attitudes/situation, desirability of land, amount of funding likely
to be required

opportunistic but aimed as much as possible at building greenways, making trail
connections, preserving viewsheds, and protecting environmentally sensitive/important
areas :

properties evaluated based on OSC Preservation Criteria

easements sought where possible to minimize outlay of funds

use zoning (such as the Conservation Design Overlay District) and/or mixed funding
sources to preserve portions of major parcels

look for opportunities that might attract partners and other sources funding

mix of different levels of public access as dictated by nature and location of land

. understanding that open space is working for the benefit of the public even if there is no

physical access



