
 

Chapter 7: Action Plan 

Figure 8, The Action Plan (chart) reflects the consensus priorities recommended by the Planning 
Commission.  The Commission took into consideration the priorities recommended by the Environmental 
Advisory Board, Open Space Board, Parks and Recreation Committee and recommendations made by 
members of the public who attended the Open House held in May 2010. 
 
All recommendations described in Chapter 6 were placed into one of five priority categories:  Immediate; 
High (to be completed in 1 to 3 years); Medium (to be completed in 3 to 5 years); Low (to be completed 
beyond a five-year horizon); and On-going.  Most of the recommendations related to public safety, were 
placed in the ‘Immediate’ category.  Alerting potential developers of potential environmental hazards, is 
also in this category, as is the creation/restoration of riparian buffer landscaping; the Planning 
Commissions feels strongly that the latter action is necessary to re-establish the ecological balance in the 
riverfront area.  Recommendations in the ‘High” priority category include all actions that would result in 
enhanced access to the River; improving access to the Schuylkill is the first goal of this Plan.  The 
Planning Commission feels that the remaining recommendations in this plan are not as important to 
implement until improved access is achieved. 
 
With the foregoing being said, it is nevertheless important to note that priorities will change from time to 
time based on a number of factors.  The priorities should be reviewed annually by the Township in 
conjunction with the budgeting process.  With inevitable changes in Township officials and Township 
policies, priorities will change.  Opportunities, particularly funding opportunities, can result in a 
recommended action being pursued sooner than initially anticipated.  Cost, in general, is a factor and 
some actions which are less capital-intensive may get completed prior to some higher priority costly 
actions.  Finally, certain actions are only logical to pursue when others have preceded them.  (For 
example, building restroom facilities is only logical after trails and other measures are implemented 
which result in increased activity along the River.)   In general, the priorities at any given point in time 
should be used as a guide for the Township, and as developers formulate plans for sites along the River or 
as partnerships emerge that can implement recommendations from this Plan, these should be diligently 
pursued.   
 
Potential funding sources which may be used to implement many of the recommendations of this Plan, 
are found in Appendix H.  However, with allocations and funding sources changing continually, these 
should be used only as a general guide. 
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