NOTICE - WHITEMARSH TOWNSHIP
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN the Whitemarsh Township Shade Tree Commission will meet
Tuesday, May 4th, 2021at 7:00 PM.
Due to the COVID 19 health pandemic, this meeting will be conducted remotely via ZOOM.
The public may join this meeting by either telephone using the dial in number or visiting:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85479191659?pwd=NFRtaE5HR2NENGtwK00zMmwyU3
Z2dz09
Additional information can be found on the Township’s’ website www.whitemarshtwp.org.
Public comment via email to Assistant Township Manager, shalbom@whitemarshtwp.org
must be submitted one hour before the start of the meeting. Public comment will also be
accepted via the ZOOM chat button during the meeting. In both cases you will need to
provide your name and address for the record.
Persons with a disability who wish to participate in the public hearing and require an
auxiliary aid, service or other accommodation to participate in the hearing should contact
Whitemarsh Township at 484‐594‐2601.
WHITEMARSH TOWNSHIP
BOARD OF SUPERVISORS
Richard L. Mellor, Jr.
Township Manager
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WHITEMARSH TOWNSHIP SHADE TREE COMMISSION
MEETING AGENDA: May 4, 2021 AT 7:00 PM
ZIEGLER ___ D’AMORE____BORKOWSKI __ FASSBENDER __ TURENNE __
BOS LIAISON, TOLL ___ STAFF LIAISON, HALBOM ___

CALL TO ORDER
ANNOUNCEMENTS: The Township planted fourteen trees on April 24th with local Tree Tenders,
Colonial Canopy Trees, and a local troop of Girl Scouts and other volunteers.
The Arbor Day Foundation awarded Whitemarsh Township “Tree City USA” status for the second
consecutive year. The award was based upon the Township’s leaf recycling program.
The tree survey of Miles Park is underway.
PLAN REVIEWS: 5 Andorra Hill Road (GP# 2021-07) Demolition of existing structure requiring the
removal of 8 trees (72” combined).
OLD BUSINESS: Chapter 55 Ordinance Revision – The STC will update the public regarding
progression of the ordinance revision.
NEW BUSINESS: The township recently conducted a survey to ask residents about their
preferences for a pilot tree giveaway program. The STC will be asked to provide township staff with
guidance for a tree order prior to a fall event.
APPROVAL OF MARCH MEETING MINUTES:
PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD
BOARD MEMBER COMMENTS
NEXT MEETING DATES:
January 5, 2021

February 2, 2021

March 2, 2021

April 6, 2021

May 4, 2021

June 1, 2021

July 6, 2021

August 3, 2021

September 7, 2021

October 5, 2021

November 2, 2021

December 7, 2021

ADJOURNMENT:
NEXT MEETING DATE:

WHITEMARSH TOWNSHIP SHADE TREE COMMISSION
MEETING MINUTES: APRIL 6, 2021 AT 7:00 PM
ZIEGLER _X__ D’AMORE__X__BORKOWSKI _X_ FASSBENDER _X_ TURENNE _X_
BOS LIAISON, TOLL _X__ STAFF LIAISON, HALBOM _X_

CALL TO ORDER: 7:01PM
ANNOUNCEMENTS:
PLAN REVIEWS: (SLD #02-20) Flourtown Shopping Center – Federal Realty Investment Trust (New
bank and restaurant).
Alex Tweedie presented on behalf of the applicant and summarized the project.
Mr. Fassbender asked if the applicant was willing to swap the two-inch replacement trees for threeinch replacement trees. The applicant responded in the affirmative. Chair Ziegler asked if the
applicant could achieve 100% native species, up from the current 94%. The applicant agreed to
plant 100% native tree species.
Mr. Fassbender asked Mr. Hosbach if he was satisfied with the spacing of the trees. Mr. Hosbach
replied that he was satisfied with the spacing shown on the plans. Chair Ziegler noted that no trees
were being removed as a part of this project. Mr. Halbom stated the applicant’s appearance before
the STC was a condition of the applicant’s conditional use variance.
Public Comment:
Tam Paulits noted that the actual percentage of native species was closer to 88% if the Ginko’s were
counted.
Steve Kaufman asked if the Ginkos could be replaced by a native species. The applicant agreed to
review and replace the Ginkos with a native species.
Karen Kabnick asked if the applicant was willing to replace all non-native perennial species with
natives. The applicant was asked by the Commission and agreed to plant all native species for both
trees and perennials.
Christian Fassbender motioned to recommend approval of the plans with the modifications
discussed above. Natalie Borkowski seconded the motion and it passed 5-0.
OLD BUSINESS: Chapter 55 Ordinance Revision – The STC will provide an update regarding the
review committee, citizen representation, and the path forward for the ordinance revision.
Chair Ziegler provided a summary of the first Chapter 55 review committee meeting which took place
the prior evening, April 5th. Christian Fassbender asked if the mission statement (of the STC) would
change. Chair Ziegler summarized the review committee’s discussion.
Public Comment:

Steve Kaufman commented that good progress was made at the meeting and there was good
consensus.
APPROVAL OF MARCH MEETING MINUTES:
Public Comment:
Tam Paulits requested the Commission revise a portion of her comments offered at the March 2 nd meeting,
to which the commission agreed.
A motion was made by Christian Fassbender to approve the minutes as modified. The motion was
seconded by David D’Amore and passed 5-0.
PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD
John Chapman commented on the work being performed at 505 Germantown Pike. He stated that
12 trees have been buried due to grading changes made on the site. He added that the contractor
has been moving heavy equipment through prohibited areas on the site.
Steve Kaufman offered comment that he felt the developer at 505 was being disingenuous about the
12 trees referenced by Mr. Chapman and noted that the developer had previously requested relief
for the number of replacement trees they were required to plant. Mr. Kaufman questioned how the
developer would replace these trees if they felt they had no room on plant on the site.
Suzanne Ryan echoed Mr. Chapman’s comments and expressed frustration about the dirt mounds
on the site. Mr. Halbom offered to follow up about some of her concerns on site later that week once
he had a chance to speak with his colleagues.
Linda Doll expressed frustration over developer’s actions which she views as taking advantage of the
Township’s ordinances. She advocated for strengthening our ordinance to address these issues.
Tam Paulits advocated for shutting the work at 505 down until they could demonstrate compliance.
Steve Kaufman offered that the 505 project and other recent development projects were discussed
during the ordinance revision meeting.
Tam Paulits offered public comment about the Heroes Ground Project. She offered criticisms of the
root protection zones and advocated for a revised plan to be submitted to the Township. She also
recommended the commission develop a reference sheet for Chapter 55 compliance items.
Mr. Fassbender asked what had changed with the plans at Heroes Ground. Mr. Halbom responded
the developers reported to the Township that the trunks of the Dawn Redwoods were placed within
the TPF to preserve them since they were proposed to be used for benches. Mr. Hosbach’s
inspector alerted them that no storage is to take place in the TPF. Mr. Halbom confirmed that no
changes were made to the plans to the best of his knowledge.
Chair Ziegler asked Tam for clarification about the root protection zones. Tam replied that the details
provided by the applicant regarding the replacement trees for the Dawn Redwoods was vague and
should be displayed on plans.

Steve Kaufman offered that one area of confusion was the MOU from 2015 between the Monument
Committee and the Township which did not have much detail. He felt that the project set out with
good intentions but suggested the monument committee should come back to STC to provide
additional detail.
Chair Ziegler stated that the STC cannot always review plans adequately, and that they rely upon
township staff to summarize plans. Mr. Hosbach offered that is why he is now included earlier in the
process when plans are originally reviewed. Mr. Fassbender reminded everyone that the commission
members are free to table projects if they are not comfortable with voting on a project absent
necessary information or time to review the plans.
BOARD MEMBER COMMENTS
NEXT MEETING DATES:
January 5, 2021

February 2, 2021

March 2, 2021

April 6, 2021

May 4, 2021

June 1, 2021

July 6, 2021

August 3, 2021

September 7, 2021

October 5, 2021

November 2, 2021

December 7, 2021

ADJOURNMENT: Christian Fassbender motioned to adjourn the meeting. Patrice Turenne
seconded the motion. It passed 5-0.
NEXT MEETING DATE: May 4, 2021

MEMORANDUM
5 ANDORRA HILL ROAD
TO:

SEAN HALBOM, MPA
ASSISTANT TOWNSHIP MANAGER
WHITEMARSH TOWNSHIP
616 GERMANTOWN PIKE
LAFAYETTE HILL, PA 19444

FROM:

JOHN HOSBACH

SUBJECT:

5 ANDORRA HILL ROAD

DATE:

APRIL 26, 2021

Dear Sean,
The project at 5 Andorra Hill Road is unique as they are converting the property back to its
natural state (stand of trees) and the intent is to mitigate through reforestation. The applicant
is requesting to remove existing structures to achieve this reforestation objective.
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A total of 72” or (8) trees are being removed to condemn the structures and infrastructure in a
safe manner. The applicant is fulfilling their obligations by installing (24) 3” stock which is 100%
native. This equates to 72” of mitigation. The subject tree removals are all small (12” and
below) and no heritage trees are being removed.
My only concern is the inadequacy of the tree protection fence. The subject tree protection is
shown within the critical root system and within the subject tree(s) dripline.

610-731-7969 | John@rockwellurbanforestry.com
Consultants | Urban Foresters | Planners | Forensic Arborist
rockwellurbanforestry.com

Unfortunately, from my review, there is not many options to mitigate this site as it relates to
the intent. Please have the applicant address this at the meeting.
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Registered Consulting Arborist #483, ISA Certified Arborist PD-0372
ISA Tree Risk Assessment Qualified, ASCA Qualified Tree and Plant Appraiser

610-731-7969 | John@rockwellurbanforestry.com
Consultants | Urban Foresters | Planners | Forensic Arborist
rockwellurbanforestry.com

CERTIFICATION OF PERFORMANCE
I, John Rockwell Hosbach, Jr., certify that:
•
I have personally inspected the tree(s) and/or the property referred to in this report and have
stated my findings accurately. The extent of the evaluation or appraisal is stated in the attached report
and the Terms of Assignment.
•
I have no current or prospective interest in the vegetation or the property that is the subject of
this report and have no personal interest or bias with respect to the parties involved.
•
The analysis, opinions and conclusions stated herein are my own and are based on current
scientific procedures and facts.
•
My analysis, opinions and conclusions were developed, and this report has been prepared
according to commonly accepted arboricultural practices.
•
My compensation is not contingent upon the reporting of a predetermined conclusion that
favors the cause of the client or any other party nor upon the results of the assessment, the attainment
of stipulated results, or the occurrence of any subsequent events.
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I further certify that I am a member in good standing of the American Society of Consulting Arborists
and the International Society of Arboriculture. I have been involved in the field of Arboriculture in a fulltime capacity for a period of more than 25 years.

610-731-7969 | John@rockwellurbanforestry.com
Consultants | Urban Foresters | Planners | Forensic Arborist
rockwellurbanforestry.com

5 Andorra Hill Road
Shade Tree Commission Meeting
Cover Letter
April 20, 2021
RE:

Shade Tree Commission Meeting May 4th 2021
5 Andorra Hill Road
Lafayette Hill, PA 19444

ATTN:

Sean Halbom, MPA
Assistant Township Manager
Whitemarsh Township
616 Germantown Pike
Lafayette Hill, PA 19444

Sean:
Renew Design Group, Inc. (RENEW) would like to be included on the agenda for the Shade Tree
Commission of Whitemarsh Township meeting on May 4th, 2021 on behalf of Mario Giannini and Ann
Laughlin for Tax Parcel 65-00-00091-00-6.
We have included our EDP Plan set for your consideration with this submission.
Please contact me if you have any questions.
Very truly yours,

G. Glenn Harris, RLA, ASLA
Senior Project Manager
glennharris@renewdesign.com
Direct: 484.443.4433
CC: Stephanie Wnuk - stephaniewnuk@renewdesign.com

117 East Broad Street | Suite 4 | Souderton, PA 18964 | Main: 484.443.4433 | RenewDesign.com
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