BOARD of SUPERVISORS

616 GERMANTOWN PIKE – LAFAYETTE HILL, PA 19444-1821
TEL: 610-825-3535
FAX: 610-825-9416
www.whitemarshtwp.org

Laura Boyle Nester– Chair
Fran McCusker– Vice Chair
Michael Drossner
Vincent Manuele
Jacy Toll
____________
Richard L. Mellor, Jr.
Township Manager

WHITEMARSH TOWNSHIP BOARD OF SUPERVISORS
DEPARTMENTAL WORKSHOP MEETING
MEETING OF MAY 6, 2021 6:00 PM
ZOOM MEETING PARTICIPATION INFORMATION

The Whitemarsh Township Board of Supervisors will hold their quarterly Departmental Workshop Meeting on
Thursday, May 6, 2021 at 6:00 p.m. In response to the COVID 19 health pandemic, and to promote social distancing
this meeting will be conducted via ZOOM. Members of the Board, staff and public will participate remotely. The
public may join this meeting by either telephone using the dial in number or entering the URL on an internet browser.
Below you will find instructions on how to access and participate in the meeting:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Meeting Date: Thursday, May 6, 2021
Meeting Time: 6:00 PM
Meeting URL: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83428586249
Meeting via Zoom App: if you have the Zoom App on your smartphone, tablet, or computer, open the program, click
join a meeting, and enter the Meeting ID: 834 2858 6249
Meeting dial in number (no video): 1-646-558-8656
Meeting ID number (to be entered when prompted): 834 2858 6249

Public comment via email to Township Manager Rick Mellor, rmellor@whitemarshtwp.org must be submitted one
hour before the start of the meeting. Public comment will also be accepted via the ZOOM chat button during the
meeting. In both cases you will need to provide your name and address for the record.
Persons with a disability who wish to participate in the public hearing and require an auxiliary aid, service or other
accommodation to participate in the hearing should contact Whitemarsh Township at 484-594-2601.

“A GREAT PLACE TO LIVE AND WORK”

WHITEMARSH TOWNSHIP BOARD OF SUPERVISORS
DEPARTMENTAL WORKSHOP MEETING OF MAY 6, 2021 6:00 PM
BOYLE-NESTER ____ DROSSNER_____MANUELE ____ McCUSKER ____TOLL ____

1. Departmental Reports
•

1st Quarter Reports provided by each Department

2. Commercial Building
•

Review Township Commercial Building Space
618 Germantown Pike – Sandanter Bank

3. Capital Projects
•
•

Creekside Intersection Improvements
2021-2023 Capital Improvement Plan

4. New Business
•
•
•
•
•

4th of July Parade
Review Recommendation from the Committee
Zoning Update
Report provided by Supervisor Manuele
Volunteer Board/Commission Meeting with the Chairs
Report provided by Supervisor Boyle-Nester
Miracle Natural Trail Feasibility Study
Report provided by Supervisor Boyle-Nester
Police Liaison Update
Report provided by Supervisor Drossner

5. Executive

WHITEMARSH TOWNSHIP

TO:

Richard L. Mellor, Jr., Township Manager

FROM:

Sean Halbom, Asst. Township Manager

RE:

1st Quarter 2021 Report – Administration

Website, Social Media, and Communications.
The Township recently published the Spring 2021 edition of Whitemarsh Living. Given recent issues with
US Postal Service delays, we opted to post a digital version the same day the hard copies were shipped to
USPS. Many thanks to Parks and WTV staff for their efforts in making this happen.
The website, social media pages, and weekly eNewsletter serve as our primary communication mediums to
residents. Same as Q4 2020, residents continue to appreciate advanced notices for changes to refuse
collection, road closures, and events. Our newsletter is sent to roughly 3,800 individuals per weekly mailing
with a 30% opening rate, and a 15% click rate. WTV is also growing an assortment of reusable infographics
that tend to share better across social media, helping to reach community led pages and a wider audience, in
general.
One area that I would like to see pick up is our YouTube channel. The channel requires 100 individual
subscribers before we can create our own unique URL address which will help with branding. Once we do, I
expect that we can widen our reach with public service announcements and other video content. YouTube
has been a successful resource in sharing video content through social media and our eNewsletter and has
lowered our website costs.

Whitemarsh TV

The Tricaster was replaced, and the old unit traded in. This decision followed several weeks of close
research and collaboration with a nearby township who uses the same technology to broadcast their
local access TV channel. It was determined the Tricaster unit was both a necessary and costeffective replacement for the current unit, which was beyond its lifespan, and had no replacement
parts available on the marketplace. We anticipate about a ten-year lifespan from this current unit.
Media and Communications Advisory Board
At the most recent MCAB meeting, we discussed the role of WTV moving ahead. The cost of equipment to
broadcast a TV channel is significant, and MCAB is interested in researching TVs role in communicating with
residents to see if it will continue to play an important role in the future, or if more affordable alternatives can
be identified. To accomplish this, we may need to conduct some research or surveying with residents to
determine their preferences.
MCAB has expressed a desire to learn more about surveying tools to get a beat on the most important issues
to residents. Chair Hurley has been a great asset in terms of his guidance in utilizing social media. In my
research, I have found that municipalities have been relying largely on online surveys, of which there are only

limited free services. I reached out to the Township’s communications consultant to explore options moving
ahead, but it appears that a subscription based online survey tool is most likely to fit our needs.
The MCAB also asked recently about awards and recognitions used to highlight work being done in other
municipalities. We discussed the Pennsylvania State Association of Township Supervisors (PSATS)
communications award. Chair Hurley is reaching out to PSATS to get an idea of what sort of work is being
done in those municipalities, and how we can emulate them.

Boards and Committees:
Environmental Advisory Board
The EAB is once again fully staffed with seven board members. The EAB is continuing to meet with their
working groups to tackle specific projects and initiatives, and several EAB members are also participating in
steering committees. At the re-org meeting, the EAB decided to keep the working groups in place, but with
added focus on specific projects.
Public Works has completed posting the anti-littering and dog waste signs. The signs are black and white and
feature a variety of similar language and fine/penalty warnings. Once again, I would like to thank Gordon
Geasland of the EAB did an incredible amount of research to identify the most effective language and
designs for these signs. We will continue to monitor litter and dog waste in those areas to see if conditions
improve.
I met with an HVAC contractor and a representative from Public Works to review our Energy Audit and
inspect the various buildings. Unfortunately, it appears much of the work is more costly than anticipated and
would have less impact on our energy use than hoped. It does not appear any of the HVAC related projects
are a good investment when compared to other projects in the Audit. However, we did learn that the system
which controls HVAC settings in the Admin building is old and features proprietary technology that is
cumbersome to adjust. The contractor suggested we explore replacing that aging unit and replacing it with
something more commonly used. That would allow the township to better control our HVAC settings, likely
leading to energy savings.
With few exceptions, EAB has endeavored to work with nearly every advisory board in the township in the
hopes of achieving goals described in Ready for 100 and Sustainable PA. EAB has worked with MCAB and
Shade Tree to promote environmental initiatives and expand the tree canopy. I see all sorts of exciting
possibilities that could stem from this collaboration and I am pleased to see board members forming
relationships with members of other boards.

Shade Tree Commission
The Chapter 55 ordinance review committee selected two resident members and agreed to meet six times
over six months to review and draft the new ordinance. The first meeting was very productive, and the review
team spent the bulk of time reviewing areas within the existing ordinance that require clarification or revision
to align with other ordinances relevant to land development projects. To committee is made up of two STC
members, two residents, two staff members, and the Shade Tree Commission’s BoS liaison, Jacy Toll.
In collaboration with a resident and EAB member, the township was applied to receive fourteen trees
through the Tree Tenders program. The grant required participation of tree tenders and provided us with
heavily discounted trees which were proposed for planting at Koontz Park, Valley Green Park, and Leeland

Park. We were also able to collaborate with a local Girl Scout troop to educate them on the benefits of tree
planting, as well as provide them with an opportunity to perform community service.
Whitemarsh was approved for “Tree City USA” for the second consecutive year. This program is
administered by the Arbor Day Foundation who approved our township largely based upon our leaf
collection efforts each fall. Leaf collection keeps leaves out of the waste stream and storm water system, and
the leaves are recycled and made available to residents each summer for use in gardening.
I have been working closely with the Shade Tree Chair and Township Arborist to identify ways to expand the
township’s tree canopy. We propose a “tree giveaway” where residents can apply to receive one or more free
trees from the Township. The finer points of the program will be discussed at an upcoming Shade Tree
Commission meeting, but the general goal of this program is to facilitate tree planting on private property
that would otherwise be inaccessible to the township. We are simultaneously surveying our parks to
determine where trees can be planted on township property as well.

In Summary
Spring’s arrival has literally been a breath of fresh air and it is exciting to turn the focus once again towards
outdoor activities and events involving the community. As we move closer to post-pandemic life, I look
forward to continuing strides toward our environmental goals and improving our lines of communications
with residents. Advisory boards and residents alike are eager and excited to accomplish the many
environmentally themed goals we have made in the past years and I look forward to working closely with
them.
Respectfully submitted,
Sean Halbom

MEMORANDUM

TO:

Mr. Richard L. Mellor, Jr. - Township Manager

FROM:

Krista Heinrich, PE-Township Engineer

DATE:

April 29, 2021

RE:

Engineering Report for the period of
January 1, 2021 through March 31, 2021

PROJECT NUMBER:

2021-01015

The following information is provided to summarize the status of all projects currently being worked on by
the Township Engineer’s office.

Earth Disturbance Permits

1.

6201 Henry Lane (#2018-04), 6205 Henry Lane (#2018-08) and 6203 Henry Lane (#2018-09)
The applicant submitted plans showing construction of a new home and associated stormwater
control measures at each existing residential lot. Regular inspections were performed during
construction, which is now substantially complete. The developer will install final landscaping when
weather is favorable for planting. In accordance with the recommendation of the Shade Tree
Commission at their June 2, 2020 meeting, the applicant is required to complete the site landscaping
in accordance with the approved landscaping plan, as modified. A notice of the revised
requirements was issued October 12, 2020.

2.

2345 Pine Ridge Drive (#2018-18)
The homeowner submitted plans proposing a retaining wall in the rear yard of the residence. The
plans were reviewed, and review letters issued August 8, 2018 and April 20, 2021 which required the
applicant to revise and resubmit the plans.

3.

4066 Butler Pike (#2018-19)
The applicant submitted plans showing an addition to an existing office building. The project is
currently under construction and inspections of the project continue on a regular basis.

65 East Butler Avenue│Suite 100│New Britain, PA 18901│Phone: 215-345-4330│Fax: 215-345-8606
Gilmore & Associates, Inc.
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4.

6029 Joshua Road (2018-25)
The applicant submitted plans showing construction of a detached dwelling on an existing residential
lot. The project is currently under construction and inspections of the project continue on a regular
basis.

5.

Veterans Monument - ‘Hero’s Ground’ (2019-06)
The applicant submitted plan showing a proposed Veterans Monument at Miles Park. A Preconstruction meeting was held on February 27, 2020. Construction is underway, with inspections
being performed on a daily basis.

6.

Whitemarsh Township Authority (S/LD #04-19, 2019-11)
The applicant is proposing to construct a new administration building at the Sewerage Treatment
Facility partially on/or adjacent to the Dept. of Public Works Facility. The applicant requested a
waiver of land development contingent on the applicant obtaining an earth disturbance permit. Earth
Disturbance Permit Plans were submitted, reviewed, and letters were issued February 27, 2019,
August 12, 2019, September 18, 2019, and March 2, 2020 which required the applicant to revise and
resubmit the plans. The engineer’s estimate of probable cost was reviewed and a letter establishing
the amount of financial security to be escrowed was issued April 1, 2020. Revised plans were
submitted and an Earth Disturbance Permit was issued June 10, 2020. A preconstruction meeting
was held on June 16, 2020 and construction is underway, with inspections being performed on a
daily basis.

7.

6010 W. Mill Road (2019-12)
The applicant submitted plans showing the addition of a detached garage with an apartment. The
plans were reviewed, and review letters issued September 26, 2019, October 31, 2019 and February
5, 2020 which required the applicant to revised and resubmit the plans. Revised plans were
submitted and an Earth Disturbance Permit was issued February 13, 2020. Construction is
underway, with inspections being performed on a regular basis.

8.

2277 Mulberry Lane (2020-05)
The applicant submitted plans showing construction of a new dwelling in place of a dwelling recently
destroyed by a fire. An Earth Disturbance Permit was issued June 16, 2020. Construction is
underway, with inspections being performed on an as needed basis.

9.

2085 Harts Lane (2020-06)
The applicant submitted plans showing a proposed in-ground pool, patio and landscaping at an
existing residential lot. The plans were reviewed, and a letter issued June 9, 2020 which required the
applicant to revise and resubmit the plans. Revised plans were reviewed, and an Earth Disturbance
Permit was issued August 18, 2020. Construction is underway, with inspections being performed on
an as needed basis.
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10. SEPTA - River Road (2020-07)
The applicant submitted plans showing extensive shoreline stabilization along the rail lines parallel to
River Road, along the Schuylkill River. The plans were reviewed, and letters issued June 19, 2020
and October 2, 2020 which require the applicant to revise and resubmit the plans.
11. 841 Stenton Avenue (2020-11)
The applicant submitted plans showing the construction of a tractor garage at Erdenheim Farm. The
plans were reviewed, and review letters issued July 17, 2020 and November 10, 2020 which require
the applicant to revise and resubmit the plans.
12. 309 Powderhorn Road (2020-15)
The applicant submitted plans showing a proposed in-ground pool at an existing residential lot. The
plans were reviewed, and reviews letters issued July 31, 2020 and November 24, 2020. Revised
plans were reviewed, and an Earth Disturbance Permit was issued January 21, 2021.
13. 345 Roberts Avenue (2020-18)
The applicant submitted plans showing a proposed in-ground pool at an existing residential lot. The
plans were reviewed, and review letters issued September 2, 2020 and November 19, 2020 which
require the applicant to revise and resubmit the plans. Revised plans were reviewed, and an Earth
Disturbance Permit was issued April 1, 2021.
14. 509 Germantown Pike (2020-19)
The applicant submitted plans showing a proposed driveway. The plans were reviewed, and review
letters issued September 23, 2020 and April 5, 2021 which require the applicant to revise and
resubmit the plans.
15. 108 E. Fourteenth Street (2020-20)
The applicant submitted plans showing a proposed in-ground pool at an existing residential lot. The
plans were reviewed, and a review letter was issued October 14, 2020. Revised plans were
reviewed, and an Earth Disturbance Permit was issued November 10, 2020.
16. 5174 Butler Pike (2020-21)
The applicant submitted plans showing a proposed residential garage and driveway. The plans were
reviewed, and a letter issued November 18, 2020 which requires the applicant to revise and resubmit
the plans.
17. ECRI - 5200 Butler Pike (2020-22)
The applicant submitted plans showing the demolition of a portion of the existing medical research
building and driveway/parking area reconfigurations. The plans were reviewed, and review letters
were issued December 7, 2020 and January 4, 2021. Revised plans were reviewed, and an Earth
Disturbance Permit was issued January 19, 2021.
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18. 7131 Sheaff Lane (2020-23)
The applicant submitted plans showing a proposed In-Ground Pool. The plans were reviewed, and
review letters were issued December 14, 2020 and January 4, 2021. Revised plans were reviewed,
and an Earth Disturbance Permit was issued January 12, 2021.
19. 6354 E. Valley Green Road (2020-24)
The applicant submitted plans showing a proposed In-Ground Pool. The plans were reviewed, and
review letters issued January 4, 2021 and April 13, 2021 which required the applicant to revise and
resubmit the plans. Revised plans were reviewed, and an Earth Disturbance Permit was issued April
21, 2021.
20. 101 Hampton Lane (2020-25)
The applicant submitted plans showing a proposed In-Ground Pool. The plans were reviewed, and a
letter issued January 15, 2021 which requires the applicant to revise and resubmit the plans.
Revised plans were reviewed, and an Earth Disturbance Permit is ready to be issued.
21. 318 Whitemarsh Valley Road (2020-26)
The applicant submitted plans showing the construction of a single family detached residence. The
plans were reviewed, and a letter issued January 14, 2021 which requires the applicant to revise and
resubmit the plans.
22. 555 E. North Lane (2021-01)
The applicant submitted plans showing the replacement of an existing timber wall at the Spring Mill
Corporate Center. The plans were reviewed, and a review letter was issued February 8, 2021 which
required the applicant to revise and resubmit the plans. Revised plans were reviewed, and an Earth
Disturbance Permit was issued March 4, 2021.
23. 3144 Spring Mill Road (2021-02)
The applicant submitted plans showing a proposed In-Ground Pool, which are currently under
review. The plans were reviewed, and a review letter was issued February 18, 2021 which required
the applicant to revise and resubmit the plans. Revised plans were reviewed, and an Earth
Disturbance Permit was issued March 1, 2021.
24. 4000 Fox Hound Drive (2021-03)
The applicant submitted plans showing a proposed 265 square foot guard house at “The Hill at
Whitemarsh”. The plans were reviewed, and review letters were issued February 22, 2021 and
March 24, 2021 which required the applicant to revise and resubmit the plans.
25. 182 Barren Hill Road (2021-04)
The applicant is proposing to demolish and reconstruct a residential dwelling. The plans were
reviewed, and a review letter was issued March 22, 2021 which required the applicant to revise and
resubmit the plans
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26. 285 Roberts Avenue (2021-05)
The applicant submitted plans for an in-ground swimming pool. The plans were reviewed, and a
review letter was issued March 25, 2021 which required the applicant to revise and resubmit the
plans. Revised plans were submitted, which are currently under review.
27. 201 Ridge Pike GVCC (2021-06)
Green Valley Country Club is proposing to construct an outdoor lawn bar. The plans were reviewed,
and a review letter was issued March 31, 2021 which required the applicant to revise and resubmit
the plans. Revised plans were reviewed, and an Earth Disturbance Permit was issued April 22,
2021.
28. 5 Andorra Hill Road (2021-07)
The property owner is proposing to demolish an existing residence and restore the area to natural
condition. The plans were reviewed, and a review letter was issued March 31, 2021 which required
the applicant to revise and resubmit the plans.
29. 414 Conlin Road (2021-08)
The applicant submitted plans for an in-ground swimming pool. The plans were reviewed, and a
review letter was issued April 21, 2021 which required the applicant to revise and resubmit the plans.
30. 801 Bethlehem Pike (2021-09)
The applicant submitted plans proposing the construction of a new residential structure, which are
currently under review.
31. 31 Corson Road (2021-10)
The homeowner submitted plans proposing a retaining wall in the rear yard of the residence. The
plans were reviewed, and comments issued April 15, 2021 which required the applicant to revise and
resubmit the plans.
32. Montgomery County Trail (2021-11)
Montgomery County submitted plans for a proposed trail from Butler Pike to the Wissahickon Green
Ribbon Trail, which are currently under review.
33. 108 Hampton Lane (2021-12)
The applicant submitted plans for an in-ground swimming pool, which are currently under review.
34. 506 Dogwood Lane (2021-13)
The applicant submitted plans for a residential Garage Addition, which are currently under review
35. 398 Stenton Ave – Sunnybrook Country Club (2021-14)
The applicant is proposing the removal of an existing sport court, and construction of a pickleball
court. The plans were reviewed, and an Earth Disturbance Permit was issued April 20, 2021.
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Land Development Projects
1.

The Oaks at Lafayette Hill (S/LD #06-04)
The applicant is constructing 159 attached dwelling units and associated site improvements. At the
contractor’s request, inspections were performed and a letter recommending partial release of
payment was issued January 29, 2021. The project is currently under construction and inspections
of the project continue on a daily basis.

2.

The Hill at Whitemarsh Ph 2 (S/LD #03-13)
The applicant is constructing 54 multi-family independent living units in 5 separate buildings, a
clubhouse, outdoor pool, a 15,000 square foot addition to the main health care building and
associated site improvements. At the contractor’s request, inspections were performed and a letter
recommending partial release of payment was issued January 6, 2021. The project is currently
under construction and inspections of the continue on a daily basis.

3.

Creekside Commons
Construction of a 223-unit Townhome community is underway with inspections conducted on a daily
basis.

4.

901 Washington Street (S/LD #05-14)
The applicant is proposing to construct 62 townhomes in the Riverfront District. Revised plans have
been submitted, and a review letter was issued September 16, 2020 which requires the applicant to
revise and resubmit the plans.

5.

The Knolls at Whitemarsh (S/LD #06-15)
The applicant is proposing 4 single-family detached residences in the A Residential District and 9
townhomes in the VC-1 Village Commercial District, including associated site improvements. At the
contractor’s request, inspections were performed and a letter recommending partial release of
payment was issued January 19, 2021. A Notice of Violation of Chapter 55 was issued April 14,
2021. The project is currently under construction and inspections continue on a daily basis.

6.

Cellco – Verizon Wireless (S/LD #09-15)
The applicant is proposing an addition to an existing building housing equipment supporting Verizon
Cellular Telephone Service. The project is currently under construction and inspections of the
project continue on a regular basis.

7.

Villages at Whitemarsh (S/LD #11-15)
The applicant had proposed the construction of Townhouses in the Village Commercial District at a
site known as the ‘Corson Estate’. Plans were reviewed, and review letters issued July 26, 2019 and
October 30, 2019 which required the applicant to revise and resubmit the plans. It is our
understanding that the applicant has formally withdrawn this preliminary subdivision and land
development application.
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8.

3047 Spring Mill Road – Maple Hill (S/LD #02-16)
The applicant proposed the construction of 21 Single Family Homes and associated improvements.
The project is currently under construction and inspections of the project continue on a daily basis.
At the developer’s request, inspections were performed and letters recommending partial release of
financial security were issued February 15, 2021 and April 14, 2021.

9.

Whitemarsh Shopping Center (S/LD #04-16)
The applicant proposed the addition of an 8,975 square foot building, reconfigured parking and
improvements to the Ridge Pike access at the Whitemarsh Shopping Center. The project is
currently under construction and inspections of the project continue on a daily basis.

10. Lee Park Commons (S/LD #05-17)
The proposal is to demolish the existing building and replace it with a three-story building. The first
floor is proposed for offices and the second and third floors for apartments, for a total of 12 units.
The project is substantially complete. At the developer’s request, inspections were performed and
letters recommending release of financial security were issued February 3, 2021 (partial) and April
26, 2021 (final).
11. 633 Germantown Pike (S/LD #06-17)
The applicant proposed to demolish a gas station/auto repair building and construct a two-story
office building with a building footprint of 3,163± square feet, along with required associated parking.
The project is currently under construction and inspections of the project continue on a regular basis.
12. 509/515 South Bethlehem Pike (S/LD #03-18)
The applicant proposed the construction of a single-family home on a newly subdivided lot. At the
developer’s request, inspections were performed and letters recommending release of financial
security was issued September 14, 2020 (partial) and December 4, 2020 (final). The project is
complete with inspections of the project having been performed on a regular basis.
13. 252 Roberts Avenue (S/LD #05-18)
The applicant originally proposed the renovation of the existing Lincoln Fire Company facility to an
attached 5-unit residential building; however, the plans were revised to develop the site to consist of
2-single family homes. A preconstruction meeting was held on February 4, 2020. At the
developer’s request, inspections were performed and letters recommending partial release of
financial security were issued May 18, 2020 and December 28, 2020. The project is currently under
construction and inspections of the project continue on a regular basis.
14. 14 East Germantown Pike (S/LD #06-18)
The applicant has submitted plans proposing 14 townhomes, conversion of an existing barn into a
single-family home, and an existing structure to be used for a homeowner’s association use. The
plans were reviewed, and a review letter issued November 5, 2020 which requires the applicant to
revise and resubmit the plans.
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15. 432 PA Avenue (S/LD #07-18)
The applicant has submitted plans showing a proposed Starbucks and associated improvements
adjacent to the Holiday Inn. The plans were reviewed, and review letters issued October 23, 2020
and January 25, 2021 which require the applicant to revise and resubmit the plans. The engineer’s
estimate of probable cost was reviewed and a letter establishing the amount of financial security to
be escrowed was issued January 22, 2021. A preconstruction meeting was held January 14, 2021.
The project is currently under construction and inspections of the project continue on a daily basis.
16. Longfield Farms (S/LD #02-19)
The applicant is proposing a 58-unit townhome development in the Village Commercial District, at
the intersection of Butler and Skippack Pikes. A Sketch plan was submitted and a review letter
issued March 29, 2019. Revised plans were submitted in June 2019, which were subsequently
withdrawn. Revised plans were resubmitted and a review letter was issued June 16, 2020 which
requires the applicant to revise and resubmit the plans. Revised plans have been submitted, which
are currently under review.
17.

800 Ridge Pike (S/LD #09-19)
The applicant had proposed to subdivide the existing golf course / conference facilities into to 2
separate lots. The larger Lot would contain the golf course, and a smaller lot would contain the
conference facilities. The plans were reviewed, and letter issued October 28, 2019 which requires
the applicant to revise and resubmit the plans. It is our understanding that the applicant has
withdrawn this application.

18.

4013 Crescent Avenue (S/LD #01-20)
The applicant is proposing a minor lot line adjustment to transfer yard area between 2 single family
detached residential lots. The plans were reviewed, and review letters issued June 29, 2020 and
November 23, 2020 which requires the applicant to revise and resubmit the plans.

19.

Flourtown Shopping Center (S/LD #02-20)
The applicant is proposing a new bank (2,450 sf) and restaurant (2,100 sf), including modifications to
parking areas and drive aisles and other associated improvements. The proposed improvements
straddle the Township Line, and are partially located in Springfield Township. Plans were submitted
and a review letter was issued April 22, 2021.

20.

608 Germantown Pike (S/LD #03-20)
The applicant is proposing to convert an existing structure in the Village Commercial District to a 7Unit Apartment Building, including a building addition, modifications to parking areas and drive aisles
and other associated improvements. Sketch Plans have been reviewed, and letter issued August
18, 2020 which requires the applicant to revise and resubmit the plans.
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21.

AIM Academy – 1200 River Road (S/LD #04-20)
The applicant is proposing to construct a bicycle repair workshop in memoriam of a student, to be
housed in a repurposed shipping container. The applicant has requested a waiver of land
development. Plans which were submitted in support of the request were reviewed, and a letter was
issued October 14, 2020, conditionally recommending the waiver request.

22.

ECRI - 5200 Butler Pike (S/LD #05-20)
The applicant submitted plans showing the demolition of a portion of the existing medical research
building and driveway/parking area reconfigurations. The applicant has requested a waiver of land
development. Plans which were submitted in support of the request were reviewed, and a letter was
issued November 5, 2020, conditionally recommending the waiver request.

23.

27 E. Germantown Pike (S/LD #01-21)
The applicant submitted plans showing a proposed addition to an existing commercial building
driveway/parking area reconfiguration in the Village Commercial District, which are currently under
review.

Township Capital Improvement Projects
1.

Handicap Accessible Ramp Program
The Department of Public Works has begun a program where the required handicap accessible
ramps are installed by DPW forces prior to start of each year’s road program. The Township
Engineer’s office design of these ramps continues on a schedule to allow the DPW to stay at least
one year ahead of each road repaving program. Ramps which would need to be installed in
anticipation of the 2020 Road Improvements Program have been identified. Base mapping and
preparation of construction documents for this year’s ramps has been completed, which were bid as
an alternate bid to the 2020 Road Improvements Program.

2.

2020 Road Improvements Program
Segments of the following roadways have been scheduled for rehabilitation: Foxwood Circle, Militia
Way, Harry Street, Whitemarsh Valley Road, Williams Road, Dileo Drive, Dogwood Lane, Tamara
Court, Wagner Road, Cedar Drive, Cedar Place, Hain Drive. Base mapping and preparation of
construction documents was completed, and the Board of Supervisors Authorized bidding of this
project on January 23, 2020. Bid documents were revised to include this year’s Handicap
Accessible Ramp Program, and restriping of Harts Lane (from Cherrydale Drive to Barren Hill Road)
as alternate bids to the 2020 Road Improvement Program. Bid documents were prepared for the
construction work, advertised for public bidding, and bids were opened August 11th, 2020. A bid
evaluation was completed August 11, 2020. The Board authorized issuance of a Notice of Intent to
Award the contract to Allan Myers, L.P. for the amount of $396,000.00, which was issued August 14,
2020. A Responsible Contractor determination, Notice of Award and Notice to Proceed were issued
on October 1, 2020. A preconstruction meeting was held on October 6, 2020. At the contractor’s
request, inspections were performed and letters recommending partial release of payment were

Engineering Status Report
January – March 20201

Page 10
April 29, 2021

issued January 11, 2021, February 10, 2021 and April 22, 2021. A change order was
recommended March 3, 2021 and approved on March 11, 2021. Construction is substantially
complete, with inspections having been performed on a daily basis. The contractor is addressing
punch list items in advance of contract closeout.
3. The Reserve at Creekside Intersection Improvements:
As part of the Reserve at Creekside Development, the Township is required to design and construct
improvements to five intersections within 18 months from the first issuance of a building permit (or
as soon as practicable thereafter) in accordance with the approved traffic study and PennDOT
regulations. These intersections are Joshua Road and Flourtown Road, Joshua Road and Stenton
Avenue, Flourtown Road, Cricket Road and Stenton Avenue, and both intersections of Militia Hill
Road and Stenton Avenue. The Township received a Green-Light-Go Grant for the Joshua
Road/Stenton Avenue intersection in the amount of $593,312.00 and a 2019 County Transportation
Program (CTP) grant for the Joshua Road/Flourtown Road intersection in the amount of
$199,504.00 which will help offset the cost of construction.
The traffic light installation project at the two intersections of Militia Hill Road and Stenton Avenue is
complete and the signals were put into full operation on July 11, 2018.
The current status of the three remaining major intersection improvement projects is as follows:
Stenton/Flourtown/Cricket – The Township received the Highway Occupancy Permit for the
construction of this intersection on March 30, 2018 and bids were received on April 11, 2018 with
James D. Morrissey, Inc. (JDM) as the lowest responsive bidder at a cost of $2,507,338.90. PECO
and Verizon began utility pole relocations the week of April 9, 2018 and PECO finished the wire
relocation to the new poles on July 21, 2018. Relocation of Crown Castle’s fiber optic cables,
Comcast’s communication facilities and Verizon’s facilities are complete. A PADEP General Permit
was issued in May, 2019. Preconstruction meetings were held on April 23rd, 2019 and May 1st, 2019
in order to reinitiate construction activities. JDM began construction on or about May 13th, 2019. On
May 26, 2020, PECO completed relocation of gas mains in the fourth and final phase of the work,
which would allow JDM to finalize their work. PennDOT has approved a modification to the detour
plans to allow a closure of Stenton Avenue between Joshua Road and Flourtown/W. Valley Green
starting August 3rd, 2020. As a result, A Notice to Proceed was issued to JDM on July 22, 2020. A
punchlist was issued November 24, 2020. At the contractor’s request, inspections were performed
and a letter recommending partial release of payment was issued January 25, 2021. A letter
providing the contractor with contract closeout instructions was issued February 5, 2021.
Construction is substantially complete, with inspections having been performed on a daily basis.
The contractor is addressing punch list items in advance of contract closeout.
Joshua/Stenton – The final submission for this intersection was made to PennDOT on April 23,
2018 with all outstanding issues resolved along with all the required documents that demonstrate
the Township now owns the required rights-of-way and easements. The Township received the
PennDOT Highway Occupancy Permit for construction of these intersection improvements on May
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23, 2018. The Department of Public Works has completed the required tree trimming and removal
and PECO, Comcast, and other utilities have substantially completed utility pole relocations and
wire transfers. The Board of Supervisors authorized bidding of this project June 13, 2019.
Joshua/Flourtown –The Board of Supervisors Authorized bidding of this project June 13, 2019. The
Township received the PennDOT Highway Occupancy Permit for the construction of this
intersection on October 18, 2019.
Bid documents were prepared for the construction work for both the Joshua/Stenton and
Joshua/Flourtown intersections. The bids were opened on January 10, 2020 with Highway
Materials, Inc. (HMI) as the lowest responsive bidder at a cost of $4,231,068.00. On January 22,
2020, the Board of Supervisors authorized the issuance of a Notice of Intent to Award the bid of
$4,231,068.00. A written Contractor Responsibility Determination, Notice of Award and Notice to
Proceed were issued February 24, 2020. A preconstruction meeting was held on February 25,
2020. The project is currently under construction and inspections of the project continue on a daily
basis. Correspondence from the Department of Community and Economic Development (DCED)
was received indicating that the Governor’s calling for the closure of non-life-sustaining businesses
does not appear to require the construction to cease. At the contractor’s request, inspections were
performed and letters recommending partial release of payment were issued January 25, 2021 and
February 23, 2021. As of October 26th, HMI has substantially completed the in-road work at Joshua
Road and Stenton Avenue and the intersection is no longer under detour. Construction at the
intersection of Joshua and Flourtown Roads commenced in November, 2020. On May 2, 2021 the
full-time closure of Flourtown Road (from Joshua to Redwood) will commence for approximately 6
weeks. It is anticipated that the project will be complete in Spring-Summer 2021.
The conditions of the contract documents and the Green-Light-Go Grant required that construction
of work equal to the grant award amount at the intersection of Joshua Road & Stenton Avenue to be
complete by May 15, 2020. The work was completed, invoices were submitted and provided to
PennDOT. Grant reimbursement was approved by PennDOT and issued on 7/13/2020. In total,
the Township was issued $593,312.99 in Green-Light-Go Grant funding
4.

Germantown Pike Pedestrian Crossing
The purpose of this project is to improve the mid-block pedestrian crossing of Germantown Pike,
near its intersection with Mayflower Road. The principal items of work to be performed under this
project include: The installation of a new signal mast arm and signal pedestal with pushbutton
activated Rectangular Rapid Flashing Beacons (RRFB) and associated signage as well as the
construction of three (3) new ADA ramps with new crosswalk striping and other pavement markings.
Field Survey, base mapping and preparation of construction documents have been completed. A
new Traffic Signal Permit Plan was prepared and submitted to PennDOT for review and permitting
(HOP App No. 193514) and a Highway Occupancy Permit (HOP) was issued on December 23,
2019. Preparation of bid documents is complete, the bid was advertised and bids were publicly
opened on May 14, 2020. A bid evaluation issued May 18, 2020. The Board authorized issuance
of a Notice of Intent to Award the contract to Premier Concrete, Inc. for the amount of $128,900.50,
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which was issued June 12, 2020. A Responsible Contractor determination, Notice of Award and
Notice to Proceed were issued on July 13, 2020. A preconstruction meeting was held on July 8,
2020. At the contractor’s request, inspections were performed and a letter recommending partial
release of payment was issued September 18, 2020. At the contractor’s request, inspections were
performed and a letter recommending partial release of payment was issued February 1, 2021. The
project is underway and inspections are performed on a regular basis. Concrete Curb Ramps, mast
arms and Rectangular Rapid Flash Beacons (RRFB) were completed in December 2020.
5.

Flourtown & Colonial Intersection Improvements
The purpose of this project is to install a new traffic control signal and left turn lanes at the
intersection of Flourtown Road and Colonial Drive. Field Survey and Base Mapping were
performed and Engineering Design and Preparation of Construction Plans and Traffic Signal Permit
Plans for PennDOT approval is underway. A preconstruction meeting with PennDOT is required to
initiate the permitting process. Operational changes due to COVID19 are in place at PennDOT, and
we are working to schedule a virtual meeting. A grant application through the DCED Multimodal
Transportation Fund (MTF) requesting funding in the amount of $1,152,268.00 was submitted on
September 30, 2020, which was not awarded. The Township was awarded a PennDOT Multimodal
Transportation Fund (MTF) grant (application submitted November 6, 2020) in the amount of
$1,107,950.00.

6.

Zoning Ordinance Updates (Phase 1)
The Zoning Ordinance Updates Steering Committee conducted a kick-off meeting on March 22,
2021 to begin discussions regarding Phase 1 Zoning Ordinance Updates consistent with the newly
adopted Comprehensive Plan.

Environmental Issues
Provide technical assistance as requested.
1.

Outfall Field Screening – Permit Coverage
As part of the requirements of the Township’s NPDES General Permit for Small MS4s, Minimum
Control Measure (MCM) #3 requires illicit Discharge Detection and Elimination (IDD&E). Part of this
MCM requires the Township to conduct outfall field screening, identify the source of any illicit
discharges, and remove or correct any illicit discharges. Ongoing outfall screening is being
performed and documented in accordance with these requirements.

Township Map Updates
Review and update of Township Maps are performed on an ongoing basis.
1.

Fire District Mapping
Completed updated Fire District Maps / Run books for each fire response district that are used by
fire personnel in trucks and engines en route to a call.
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Grant Assistance
Provide technical assistance as requested.
1.

Miracle Nature Trail Feasibility Study
In process of preparing the feasibility Study for a Nature Trail along the PECO Line, which is being
funded through a grant from DCNR/DVRPC. This PECO ROW has been called out in numerous
planning documents and studies as a key link to the Schuylkill River Trail, The Cross County Trail,
several parks, and heavily populated neighborhoods. The Miracle Nature Trail concept is a
combination of an ADA trail with sensory pod amenities and environmental education components
for people of all ages and abilities. A Steering Committee meeting was held January 14th, 2021.
An online Public Survey was conducted February 22, 2021 - Friday, March 19, 2021. A Virtual
Public Presentation & Listening Session was held April 15, 2021.

2.

Washington Street Multi-Modal Connections Study
In process of preparation of the Multi-Modal Connections Study of Washington Street and the
Riverfront of Spring Mill Station to improve a regionally important junction of pedestrian bicycle
vehicle and commuter-train transportation options. This study is funded by a DVRPC:
Transportation & Community Development Initiative Grant, awarded in May 2020 and executed in
November 2020. Updated Grant Portal to submit end of year progress report. A site visit / field
scoping view was conducted with Township Staff on January 15, 2021.

Road Opening Permits
Review of permits continue on an as needed basis.
Resident Drainage/ Stormwater Concerns
Provide technical assistance as requested.
Zoning Hearing Board Application Reviews
Review of applications requiring relief from Floodplain & Riparian Corridor Conservation District
regulations and other relief continue on an as needed basis.
If you have any questions regarding this matter, please do not hesitate to contact me at this office.

WHITEMARSH TOWNSHIP

MEMORANDUM

PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT

1st Quarter Report for 2021
To:

Rick Mellor, Township Manager

From:

John J. Fields, Public Works Director

Re:

First Quarter Report 2021
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PUBLIC WORKS DEPARMENT
All Public Works employees are trying to stay staying Healthy
Temperature checks are working.
Still disinfecting trucks and buildings every day.
Monitoring and filling potholes.
Chain Link fence at Lee land Park is in process of scheduling. Will get installed when snow melts.
Public Works Department has been working with Traisr and is working well with documentation and asset
tracking.
Public Works crews are going to adjust the gate valve at Evergreen basin. Repair attempted and still leaking.
I am in the process of demoing and pricing a storm pipe inspection camera.
Looking into G.P.S. on the Public Works Vehicles for snow and Leaf Collection. Montgomery County Public
Works association is going to be scheduling and meeting with a vendor.
Storm pipe at the minor field on Monday 3/22/2021
30 Sugar Maple streetlight still not work, called signal services to repair.
23 Laurence Place sink hole completed. Pipe Joint had failed.
All message Boards have been changed to reflect the closure on Flourtown.
Brix Moore in Conshohocken is moving, and the Public Works Department picked a conference table and chairs.
We are finished with grinding all 2020 leaves and they were placed in windrows.
PA. DEP did a site visit at our leaf compost site and did not find any violations.
Meeting with Krista, John Hosbach and Gary Hill to discuss tree planting around compost site, as Pa. DEP
recommendation and to be a good neighbor.
Camera System is hooked up at the Public Works Yard and goes to Police Department.
Mr. Dougherty’s fence is in stock and will be scheduled for installation in next couple weeks.
Scheduling meeting with Sean and Gary to go over tree planting with Girl Scouts.
Filled multiple potholes several times.
Working with Krista on a complaint from 739 Elm street about flooding issues. This area seems to part of the old
railroad drainage ditch.
Base covers on the Dug-Out roofs were completed.
Survived Winter Storm Orlena
Public Works Crews repaired Split Rail Fence throughout the Township.
Salt bin is full
2021 – 2022 Salt contract was signed with Costars.
122 Wildflower, Krista and I discussed with resident that it was not our tree.
I attended a Hearing with the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania Public Utility Commission on 2/09/2021 for two
violations from May and June of 2019 under the previous Director for two utility Hits. Case # 007137 I was able
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to negotiate no fine and keep violation and Case # 006539 I was able to get reduced in half for the amount of
$625.00.
Attended a meeting with Krista and PA1 to discuss new ruling for Complex Jobs over $4,000.00 which will apply
to Westaway Drive storm pipe improvement project.
Krista and I attended a PA1 training on 2/17/2021 for the Statewide Coordinating Committee Summit.
4121 Hellman, repaired section of chain link fence around the basin.
2602 Sheaf Lane, Made several calls to PECO and Verizon to clear tree off wires, so we can clear road.
Completed.
TRAFFIC SIGNALS AN SIGNS
Butler and North Lane left arrow for southbound Butler not working properly, aqua has repaired it.
2124 Ash Lane, The Street light is leaning, Signal Services came out and removed fiberglass pole and ordered
new pole. Scheduled for 2nd week of January.
School flashing light on Flourtown repaired.
Traffic Emitter repair at Lafayette and Lafayette Connector repaired.
Battery Backup controller for Militia Hill and Stenton was repaired and installed.
Butler and Flourtown Road traffic cabinet hit and run. Signal Services has ordered new cabinet and reset,
completed.
Butler / Flourtown / Plymouth road, traffic loop bad. Repaired.
3152 Colony lane for a streetlight not coming on. Completed.
Working Bill Dunn at Signals Services for yearly Traffic Signal P.M. Service on Traffic Signals.
30 Sugar Maple drive. Public Works crews repaired street Light.
ENGINEERING
19 Laurence Place – removed tree stump. Scheduling tree planting, black top and driveway apron.
Working with Krista about walking path’s on robin lane.
443 Toland Drive, Mr. Marshall has concerns of the swale behind his house. Krista and I are visiting on
01/28/2021, did site visit, working Krista to finalize.
Working on installation of additional storm drain on Durant at North Lane.
31Copperbeech Drive sink hole. SWERP is scheduling to come out and give exact price to reline on 3/4/2021.
Dan Moore has removed the Tree.
720 Andorra road for rip rap in the storm swale
2314 Holly lane for rip rap around storm drain
Working with Krista to finalize the 2021 overlay / road program.
We have a rotted storm pipe under 836 Thomas road SWERP, is going to price job on 3/4/2021.
We have a failed storm pipe on river road SWERP, is going to price job on 3/4/2021.
Working with Krista on new maps, which will include Snow Emergency Routes, Roadway ownership.
9 Laurence Place, Did several site visits with Krista to go over residents flooding issues.
Krista and I are worked with resident about running water at 3040 Mathers Mill, seems to have dried up after
Aqua repaired water main leak on North Warner Road.
FLEET DEPARMENT
9 explorers have had safety recall for rear ball joints inspected / replaced.
1 2021 Ford interceptor, 1 2021 Ford interceptor Hybrid and 1 2021 Ford Expedition have ordered.
Large Bucket truck was out of service due to a hydraulic leak. Completed.
Street Sweeper was a service a few times, due to minor issues.
Ordered New Ford F-250 for Public Works Department as per the 2021 Capitol Plan.
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GROUNDS MAINTENANCE
Working with Sean on ideas for a Picnic area in the Courtyard at Township Building
Mow meadows at Cedar Grove park was completed.
Ordered necessary supplies for little league and spring treatments.
Completed drainpipe at miles park along minor field.
Scheduling to regrade stone lot at Miles Park.
Replaced broken parking stops at Township Building.
Regraded stone lot at Miles Park.
FACILITY MAINTENANCE
Public Works crews need to finish Painting salt shed.
Public Works Crews are in the process of switching the led lights 80 % completed.
Orkin Electric and Keeler installed three utility poles at P.W. yard for new electric service.
Ricky Harrison to come out and T.V. inspect the sewer lateral.
Delbuno Roofing is scheduled to Repair Roof on Fleet Garage week of March 1st.
Working Delbuno to repair leaking gutters and rooted wood on Highway Department Garage.
Need to schedule meeting with Sean and Bob S. to do walk thru for energy rating items, started to schedule site
visits with vendors.
Scheduling air filter replacement at Township Building.
Ductwork replacement at Koontz Park Office Building was completed.
Meet with MJS Painting to get a quote on Painting the Public Works Building. We will provide paint.
Scheduling coffee maker hook up at Police Station.
Working with Oliver to Schedule A/C p.m. and start up.
Art Center Roof was repaired.
Started using Chemical Exterminating to do all Township owned buildings. Seems to be working out well.
Had to call a Plumber 3 times for sewer back up at the Township Building for clogged sewer main. We
instructed all Employees to not flush Wipes down the Toilets. Seems to have stopped the issue.
Public Works Crews replaced dehumidifier and sump pump in basement of Police Department.
PARK AND RECREATION DEPARTMENT
Look at barn repairs with Jimmy and Joe Brown to schedule some work that needs to be completed:
o 2nd floor wood rooted at rear barn door
o Dig rear wall out and seal up to prevent water from running in wall
o Replace front gutters
o
Plexiglas upper window
WASTEWATER ATHORITY
Working with Orkin Electric and Authority on getting new Electric Service tied in, PECO is going tie in both
buildings at the same time.
Working with Tom Bonjo on the Gas Main installation. Trying to coordinate a date so I can communicate
closure of driveway.
John Fields

PLANNING AND ZONING DEPARTMENT
FIRST QUARTER 2021 REPORT
Zoning Permits Processed
•

103 Zoning Permit applications processed. (See breakdown below.)
TOTAL PERMITS PROCESSED FIRST QUARTER 2020: 102

Non- Residential
1

Single Family Residential
43

Accessory Structures
Interior Alterations /
5
10
Renovations
Demolition
1
New Construction
1
Additions
1
14
Signage
6
Solar Panels
2
Use & Occupancy
6
Cell Towers / Antennae
3
Other
4
TOTALS
27
70
*Zoning Permits for Residential Interior Alterations only not required as of 1.1.19.

Other Residential
4

TOTALS
48
15

2

6

1
3
15
6
2
6
3
4
103

Zoning Hearing Board Cases Processed &/or Heard
•

32 Zoning Hearing Board applications Processed &/or Heard. (See breakdown below.)
TOTAL APPLICATIONS PROCESSED &/OR HEARD FIRST QUARTER 2020: 19

ZHB Case
#

Applicant & Property Address

Description

2019-21

601 Washington Street Associates, LP
601 Washington Street
Conshohocken, PA 19428

2020-12

Mark and Anne Dooley
7215 Sheaff Ln & 274 woodcock Ln
Fort Washington, PA 19034

2020-20

Harner Realty I, LLC
6101 Sheaff Lane
Ft. Washington, PA 19034

Request for an Appeal from the June
22, 2020 Violation Notice

2020-32

Catherine Murray
506 Dogwood Lane
Conshohocken, PA 19428

Variance; Garage (Dimensional &
Setback Requirements)

Variances/Special Exception; 270 unit
multi-family residential complex

Request for Modification of ZHB#201729 conditions.

Status/ Decision
ZHB Denied
Application
November 2019;
Decision Appealed.
Appeal pending;
awaiting possible
settlement
(Township is a party)
Time Waiver granted
until 5.6.20;
continued to
6.30.2020, 8.12.20,
10.31.20, 1.31.21,
3.31.21 & 5.12.21
Scheduled to be
Heard 9.17.20;
continued to
11.30.21, 3.30.21,
4.30.21 & 6.30.21
Heard 12.2.20;
continued to
1.13.21; Approved
1.13.21

2020-35
2020-36
2020-37
2020-38
2020-39
2020-40

2020-41

2020-42

2020-43

2020-44
2021-01

2021-02

2021-03
2021-04

Jon and Michelle Goldblum
701 Tatum Lane
Plymouth Meeting, PA 19462
Federal Realty Investment Trust
1842 Bethlehem Pike
Flourtown, PA 19031
John and Jacqueline Stewart
109 E. Fourteenth Avenue
Conshohocken, PA 19428
Jeremy and Rachel Yespy
445 Militia Hill Road
Fort Washington, PA 19034
Salvatore Messantonio & Theresa Vetter
4000 School House Lane
Plymouth Meeting, PA 19462
Robert C. Bell
426 Ridge Pike
Lafayette Hill, PA 19444
Robbins Gulph Holdings, LLC
27 Germantown Pike
Plymouth Meeting, PA 19462
James Ford and Erica Graziano
309 Powderhorn Road
Fort Washington, PA 19034
Mike Maloney c/o Connaughton Partners
LLC & BPG Office VI Quaker Park LP
723 & 731 E. Elm St. & 1001 E. Hector St.
Conshohocken, PA 19428
Brian Husowitz
345 Roberts Avenue
Conshohocken, PA 19428
Eugene & Margaret Loughery
4141 Dana Lane
Lafayette Hill, PA 19444
Pat Sparango, Inc.
318 Whitemarsh Valley Road
Fort Washington, PA 19034
Frank Viall III & Michelle Currie
4059 Westaway Drive
Lafayette Hill, PA 19444
James & Jennifer Develin
670 Cherrydale Drive
Lafayette Hill, PA 19444

2021-05

Brett & Courtney Hartmann
4006 School House Lane
Plymouth Meeting, PA 19462

2021-06

Dr. Gary Itzenson
413 Germantown Pike
Lafayette Hill, PA 19444

2021-07

Jennifer Borstein
31 Corson Road
Conshohocken, PA 19428

Variance; Generator (Front Yard
Setback)

Approved 1.6.21

Special Exception & Variances; Retail
Building (Parking)

Approved 1.19.21

Variances; Garage (Building &
Impervious Ground Coverages)

Approved 1.6.21

Variances; Pool House (Impervious
Ground Coverage)

Approved 1.6.21

Variances; 2-Story Addition (Impervious
Ground Coverage & Non-conforming
Lot)

Approved 1.6.21

Variances; Patio (Impervious Ground
Coverage & Side Yard Setback)

Approved 1.6.21

Variances; Restore Existing Building &
2-Story Addition (Dimensional &
Coverage Standards, Use Limitations,
Buffers & Landscaping & Parking)
Special Exception & Variances; Inground Pool (Front Yard Setback &
Impervious Ground Coverage)

Approved 1.19.21

Approved 1.13.21

Special Exception & Variances for
Parking for Warehouse Conversion to
Dog Daycare

Approved 2.10.21

Variance; In-ground Pool (Impervious
Ground Coverage)

Approved 2.10.21

Variances; Garage Addition (Building
Coverage & Side Yard Setback)

Approved 3.3.21

Variance; to allow for additional
extension of time

Heard 3.10.21&
3.18.21; continued
to 5.12.2 to hear
legal argument

Variances; 1-story Addition (Impervious
Ground Coverage)

Approved 3.3.21

Variances; 1-story Addition (Building
Coverage & Impervious Ground
Coverage)
Variances; 2-story Storage
Structure/Garage (Dimensional,
Impervious Ground Coverage & Building
Coverage)

Approved 3.3.21

Approved 3.3.21

Variances; Signage (VC-1 Regulations)

Scheduled to be
Heard 4.7.21

Variances; Addition (Impervious Ground
Coverage & Side Yard Setback)

Scheduled to be
Heard 4.7.21

2021-08
2021-09
2021-10
2021-11
2021-12
2021-13
2021-14
2021-15
2021-16
2021-17

2021-18

Eric Oliveri Ramirez & Etavroula Efthimiou
3049 Spring Mill Road
Plymouth Meeting, PA 19462
David & Michelle Eckelmeyer
4117 Pilgrim Road
Plymouth Meeting, PA 19462
Adam DiMenna
285 Roberts Avenue
Conshohocken, PA 19428
Theodore & Deborah Sztubinski
1256 Durant Street
Conshohocken, PA 19428
Brian & Anna Ehlenberger
3188 Mayflower Road
Plymouth Meeting, PA 19462
Frank & Lori Hockman
465 Box Elder Lane
Lafayette Hill, PA 19444
Joseph & Stephanie McKenna
4034 Westaway Drive
Lafayette Hill, PA 19444
Stephen & Lauren Durkin
12 Robin Lane
Lafayette Hill, PA 19444
Jeffrey & Sara Walters
2023 Wisteria Lane
Lafayette Hill, PA 19444
Howard & Ruth Forster
6022 Butler Pike
Blue Bell, PA 19422
Creeks Edge Project, LLC
548 S. Bethlehem Pike/Bethlehem Pike
Fort Washington, PA 19034

Variance; to allow for additional
extension of time

Scheduled to be
Heard 4.7.21

Variance; 1-story Addition & Patio
(Building Coverage)

Scheduled to be
Heard 4.7.21

Special Exception; In-ground Pool
(Setback Requirements)

Scheduled to be
Heard 4.7.21
Not Processed; relief
determined not to
be necessary

Variance; Covered Patio (Building
Coverage)

Scheduled to be
Heard 4.7.21

Variance; Back-up Generator (Front
Yard Setback)

Scheduled to be
Heard 5.5.21

Variance; Driveway Extension
(Impervious Ground Coverage)

Scheduled to be
Heard 5.5.21

Variances; Garage Addition (Front Yard
Setback)

Scheduled to be
Heard 5.5.21

Variances; Patio & Basketball Surface
(Impervious Ground Coverage)

Scheduled to be
Heard 5.5.21

Variance; Shed (more than 1 shed)

Scheduled to be
Heard 5.5.21

Variances & Special Exceptions for
Floodplains and Riparian Conservations
Districts & Variances from some VC
requirements

Scheduled to be
Heard 5.5.21

Conditional Use Applications Processed &/or Heard
•

2 New Application
TOTAL APPLICATIONS FIRST QUARTER 2020: 1

CU#
#04-20
#01-21

608 Germantown Pike Associates, LLC
606 & 608 Germantown Pike
Lafayette Hill, PA 19444
Federal Realty Investment Trust
1842 Bethlehem Pike (Flourtown Shopping Ctr.)
Flourtown, PA 19031

Type

Status

Use/Apartments
(VC-1 District)

Board of Supervisors approved
2.11.2021

Bank Drivethrough

Scheduled to be reviewed by the PC
4.27.2021

Subdivision & Land Development Applications Processed &/or Heard
•

2 New Application
TOTAL APPLICATIONS FIRST QUARTER 2020: 1

SLD#
#01-21
#02-21

Project Name
Robbins Gulph Holdings, LLC
27 E. Germantown Pike
Plymouth Meeting, PA 19462
DP Spring Mill Developers, LLC
561 Spring Mill Avenue
Conshohocken, PA 19428

Description

Status

Preliminary Final / Building
Addition & Parking

Submitted 2.24.21; Under Review

Preliminary Final / 19
Townhomes

Submitted 3.11.21; Under Review

Actions Taken on Prior Subdivision & Land Development Applications
SLD#

Project Name

#05-14
#02-19

#11-19

#02-20

#03-20

901 Washington Partners, LP
901 Washington Street
Conshohocken, PA 19428
Argos Associates/Adelphia
Butler Pike
Blue Bell, PA 19422

Description

Status

62 Townhomes

Received Conditional Preliminary Land
Development Approval 3.11.21

Final Land Development Plan
/ 58 Townhomes

Final Plan submitted 3.15.21; Under
review

Mercedes Benz of Fort Washington
404 Pennsylvania Avenue
Fort Washington, PA 19034

Land Development Waiver /
3-Lane Canopy & Associated
Parking

Federal Realty
(Flourtown Shopping Center)
1842 Bethlehem Pike
Flourtown, PA 19031
608 Germantown Pike Associates LLC
608 Germantown Pike
Lafayette Hill, PA 19444

Sketch Plan/Bank &
Restaurant (portions in both
Whitemarsh and Springfield
Townships)
Sketch Plan / 7 Unit
Apartment Building; Medical
Offices

PC reviewed on 1.28.20; Waiver
recommended for approval subject to
obtaining appropriate permits. Held
up due to question of compliance with
impervious coverage limit set by
previous ZHB decision. Applicant put
project "on hold" by letter 6.1.20.
Pending; awaiting ZHB approvals for
parking. Springfield ZHB approved
10.27.20. Whitemarsh ZHB scheduled
to hear on 1.19.21
Received 7.14.20; Held at applicant's
request. PC reviewed on 12.8.20

Violations
•
•
•

Peter M. Pollock, 4136 Jackson Drive, Lafayette Hill, PA; Illegal Parking of Commercial Vehicles, Illegal Business; fined in
2019 by District Court; being monitored for possible continued suspicious activity.
Terri Skalecki, 534 Bethlhem Pike, Fort Washington, PA; Illegal Installation of Trailer; further investigation needed,
recent change of ownership.
Harner Realty 1, LLC, c/o Reid Buerger, 6101 Sheaff Lane, Fort Washington, PA; Illegal Parking of Commercial Vehicles,
possible Illegal business; violation has been appealed (ZHB #2020-20); case not yet heard.

Additional Activities:
• Director attended one set of virtual Ridge Pike status meetings for sections between Butler Pike and Crescent Avenue and
between Crescent Avenue and the city line (Sections C and D).
• Director participated in webinar sponsored by General Code for “User Friendly Zoning”.
• Director participated in first “Office Hours” networking event sponsored by Southeast Section PA Chapter of American
Planning Association.
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WHITEMARSH TOWNSHIP
To:

Rick Mellor, Township Manager

From:

NICHOLAS W. WEAVER, FIRE MARSHAL

Subject:

2021 1st Quarter Report

Date:

April 22, 2021

cc:

The first quarter of 2021 brought us more snow than our area has had in a long time. The
abundance of snow led us to create new snow emergency routes during the storms for
Public Works to utilize to keep emergency services’ access to the community. With the
adoption of the Fire Inspection Program, we have been working with Traisr to move
inspections onto that platform. Utilizing the existing township wide program/database will
allow for ease of use and access across all departments for information. The community
dealing with COVID continued into the new year. The Phased approach of vaccinations was
more difficult for the distributors and the citizens than originally planned. With the
assistance of the county and Whitemarsh Ambulance we assisted citizen (including
emergency services) with the right information and how to get signed up for vaccines. This
department continues into 2021 with coordinating emergency services within the
community, promoting fire prevention, responding to incidents, taking a proactive
approach to code enforcement, building relationships with stakeholders, and assisting
fellow departments of the township. This 1st Quarter report looks very different from my
first one last year and reflects the township’s efforts to promote public safety. Please see
my report below for our first quarter of 2021:
•

1st Quarter Notable Incidents:
o 1/21/21: Illegal/unattended open burns along trails on PECO property along power
lines near Ashford Farms
o 1/22/21 6322 Farmar Lane: Car fire with exposure into a home
o 1/23/21 15 Laurence Place: Accidental house fire originating from a fireplace
o 1/31/21-2/2/21 Winter Storm Orlena 11-15 inches of snow throughout the area
 Trash Routes Delayed
 Snow Emergency Routes utilized
 Added Fire Department to EMS Calls
o 2/5/21: Technical Rescue at Quaker Park
 Worker injured his leg on the roof
o 2/18/21-2/19/21 Winter Storm: Quick snow fall producing difficulties in the middle
of a workday
o 2/25/21 5209 Militia Hill Road: Water Heater fire
Nicholas W. Weaver
Fire Marshal
616 Germantown Pike
Lafayette Hill, PA 19444
Phone: 610-825-3535 ext. 2614
Email: nweaver@whitemarshtwp.org

o Open Burning is ramping up
 If any complaints are received please forward them to FM with the
complainant’s name, phone number, and address, as well as the location
o 3/24/21: Accumulative Rainfall caused normal flooding-1 water rescue
•

Training
o Worked on continuing education through online learning for the following
disciplines: fire investigation, emergency medical services, code enforcement
o Attended the FEMA Mass Fatalities course
o Attended a cyber-security virtual course with a civilian representative of the ESB to
aid in our COOP plan
o Signed up for and started attending the PSU Leadership Certificate Program for
Public Entities
o Attended Montgomery County’s Chief Fire Officer Seminar on 3/4/21, first of a
series. Focused on county resources, availability, and how to request them

•

Fire & EMS Departments:
o February’s Emergency Services Board successfully held virtually
o Supported the fire department’s responses to incidents
o Acquired the ECRI building at 5200 Butler Pike for training for the emergency
services prior to demolition
o Fire Map book update has been drafted and sent to fire departments. The maps will
need to be reviewed and edited
o WCAA requested assistance with storing her COVID supplies, due to lack of space in
their building. The Park & Rec department was able to accommodate them with
providing the old evidence room in the old township building. The P&R staff did a
great job cleaning the space out and getting it ready. WCAA was able to start using
the space the following day, a big thank you to P&R for their efforts
o Courts at Spring Mill with C45:
 Met with the facilities and property manager to discuss relabeling the
exterior doors for a common operating picture for all emergency services.
This was in collaborating with Police & EMS

•

Emergency Management:
o See below for COVID-19 info
o Reviewing current NIMS compliance and developing a training plan for 2021
 Provided the Board with an upcoming opportunity to hold a virtual program
for Senior Elected Officials
o Civil unrest Department of Justice Grant Paperwork to be submitted this week for
the protests over the summer
o CSD asked for assistance on disposing of swabs from COVID testing that starts next
week. Was able to get WCAA to take care of it for them
Nicholas W. Weaver
Fire Marshal
616 Germantown Pike
Lafayette Hill, PA 19444
Phone: 610-825-3535 ext. 2614
Email: nweaver@whitemarshtwp.org

o AEDs: working with Park & Rec to track and maintain AEDs
 Added two more, Fleet Garage and Cedar Grove Barn, from two that were
replaced form the Police Department
 Three more are proposed to be purchased in this year’s budget
o Attended an Active Shooter Drill at Clara Burke on 3/11/21
o J&J Tabletop Exercise (Virtual) was conducted on 3/25/21
 Comprised of a confined space and fire incident
•

Inspections/Code Enforcement:
o Inspection Program
 After receiving input from the Board and offering input form the local
business community it was adopted by Whitemarsh Township
 Drafted inspection policy/program and working on getting the inspection
program ready for use
o Spring Mill Corporate Center
 Third water main break on 2/1/21, minor interior flooding
 Compromised a multi-level retraining wall, not going to collapse but needs
repairs
o Met with Sunnybrook GC to assist in drafting egress plans for their building

•

Fire Prevention/Safety
o Smoke Alarm Installations
 6ABC Save a life was originally slated as cancelled and rescheduled last week
for 5/4/21

•

COVID-19
o Indefinite Declaration of Emergency declared on 4/9/2020 at the virtual Board of
Supervisor’s Meeting
o Contact with Police, EMS, & fire companies for planning and supply status
o Working with Whitemarsh Ambulance to ensure our emergency services follow the
proper protocols while interacting with the public, as well as ensuring EMS has what
they need
o Have made contact with all medical care facilities, grocery stores, and pharmacies in
town. Will continue to follow up with them to see their status
o Keeping contact with surrounding municipalities’ Emergency Management
 Attending Bi-Weekly Eastern Montgomery County Emergency Management
Group
o Obtained COVID-19 supply kits for small businesses from Montgomery County on
Wednesday 1/13/21
 Intended for businesses with less than 100 employees
 Minimum two kits each and up to seven kits
o Coordinated resource acquisition, supply, and distribution for the township.
Nicholas W. Weaver
Fire Marshal
616 Germantown Pike
Lafayette Hill, PA 19444
Phone: 610-825-3535 ext. 2614
Email: nweaver@whitemarshtwp.org

Fielded requests from local businesses and communities requesting
assistance in locating resources
o Received a few donations of N-95 masks numbering in the hundreds. They were
distributed them to police, fire, EMS, PW, P&R, Admin staff, and the Library
o Fogging facilities at least once a month, or more frequently as needed
 Fogging fire stations, fire apparatus, rescue squad, and ambulances as
needed
o Vaccinations
 Went through Phase 1A of the vaccination process and emergency services
provides were added to it as well-was planned for 1B
 Offered an opportunity for township employees to get on a list for “missed”
appointment slots for vaccinations. A few employees were able to take
advantage of this
 Mobile Sites
• Montgomery County is bringing vaccinations to communities that
may lack the ability to get to the vaccination sites or pose a high risk
to the virus. Washington Towers was done last Wednesday.


o Request for Public Assistance
 Initial Information sent in on 4/10/20
 Departments are to track their own expenses, Finance has established a
specific COVID-19 account for future tracking
• Third Quarter 2020 Submission fund received
 Fourth quarter Grant submitted
• Reviewed by PEMA and sent for final approval from FEMA on 2/3/21
 FEMA has reauthorized the RPA grant through September 2021 and
extended the federal coverage to 100%

Nicholas W. Weaver
Fire Marshal
616 Germantown Pike
Lafayette Hill, PA 19444
Phone: 610-825-3535 ext. 2614
Email: nweaver@whitemarshtwp.org

Whitemarsh Township
Director of Parks and Recreation
Department Quarterly Report
PARKS AND RECREATION DEPARTMENTAL REPORT – MAY 2021
ANNOUNCEMENTS
Teennie Shamrocks Day
Cedar Grove Barn - Courtyard
Wells Street Clean-Up
Wells Street Open Space
See-A-Truck
Miles Park – Lower Lot
Concerts at the Courts
Miles Park Pavilion-Courts
Mini-Spring Fling
Cedar Grove Barn
Concerts at the Courts
Miles Park Pavilion-Courts
Germantown Pike
Annual 4th of July Parade
Township Day
Victory Fields- PWHS
Fall Shredding Day
Miles Park – Lower Lot
Wells Street Clean Up
Wells Street Open Space
Teenie Halloweenie
Cedar Grove Barn
Witches Hayride
Cedar Grove Park
Cornhole Tournament
Indoors - SMFC
Gingerbread House Decorating Party
Cedar Grove Barn
Martin Luther King, Jr. Clothing Drive Fundraiser
Cedar Grove Barn

Friday, March 26th
Saturday, April 10th
Saturday, April 24th 11am-2pm
Thursday, April 29th
Thursday, May 13th 10am-12pm
Thursday, May 20th
Sunday, July 4th – 10am
Saturday, September 18th
Saturday, October 9th
Saturday, October 17th
Tuesday, October 19th
Tuesday, October 26th & Thursday, October 28th
Late Fall/Winter - TBD
Sunday, December 5th
Thursday, January 13th – January 17th, 2022

ADMINISTRATION
The Department is continuing with In-Home Recreation Resources and Virtual Programming. Take-Out Tuesday continues in 2021, the Week
Highlight’s were Bar Sera, Amici Vicinato (formerly Tonelli’s) – on National Pizza Day!, Hunan Wok, Caspian Grille, Bruno’s in Chestnut Hill,
Spring Mill Café, Little Italy Pizza, and the Persian Grille. The Senior Scoop (Erdenheim Farm History, Valentine’s Day, Medicare Information,
Rainforest Virtual Trips, St. Peter’s History, History Webinars-Historical Trips, Spring Cleaning) on Thursdays features great resource
information, activities, and a virtual tour and trips. The Department is continuing to send a “Birthday Gram” to all individuals 18 and under in
our database to brighten their special day. The department is ramping up the popular weekly engagements including Staycations (Winter
Sledding Locations, Best Cheesesteaks, St. Patrick’s Day), Healthy Hub (Cold, Flu, COVID-19 News and Prevention, COVID-19 Vaccine News,
Healthy Snacks), and Nature’s Touch (Climate Change, Dealing With Snow, Sustainability, Spotted Lanternfly). In addition, the Department is
sending out weekly educational E-Blasts for Black History Month in February with topics including historical figures, arts, books, and Black
owned businesses.
The Parks and Recreation Board met on February 2nd.
The Whitemarsh Art Center held their monthly Board Meeting on Monday, February 8th.
Robert Vandegrift was promoted from Part-Time Recreation Assistant to fill the year-long vacancy of Full-Time Recreation Services Associate on
Monday, February 8th.
AMC, Regal, and Movie Tavern tickets are in stock and we plan on marketing them later in the spring. However, Regal has closed temporarily so
we would not market that theatre. Due to COVID-19 there are no other discount tickets available.
The Payment Plan Program is currently underway and going well and there are 28 participants enrolled.
The Whitemarsh Athletic Association (WAA) will have their annual meeting via Zoom on Tuesday, March 30th at 6pm. We are very excited to
have Kate Nematollahi who is the Director of Education from the National Alliance for Youth Sports (NAYS) in Florida join the call as our Keynote
to speak about NAYS and the Mental Health – Stress and Pressures of Young Athletes to our community sports leaders.
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The Annual Montgomery County Senior Games will take place from May 10th to May 14th. All public health guidelines will be followed. All
events will be held outside. The games will include: Golf, Horseshoes, Cornhole, Orienteering, Basketball, Football and Softball Toss, Walking,
Bocce, Archery, Par 3, Mini-Golf, Darts, Croquet. Emily Moore is our Whitemarsh Township representative that serves on the Committee.
The Whitemarsh Art Center Board had their monthly meeting on Monday, March 8th.
The Spring 2021 digital-only version of the Recreator is currently available via the Township’s website. This digital-only version of the Recreator
includes spring 2021 programs & special events, as well as information on Cedar Grove Camp, Miles Park Camp, and Specialty 1-Week Camps.
Registration for all the included programs, special events, and summer camps is currently open. The Recreator for the March-April addition was
available on Friday, March 5th. Here’s a link to download it from the website:
https://www.whitemarshtwp.org/DocumentCenter/View/2828/Recreator---Spring-2021
The PA State Southern Spotted Lanternfly Task Force, of which Tom Blomstrom is a member, met on Monday, March 22nd.
Our Department is humbled and excited to share the news that we have been selected by the Pennsylvania Recreation and Parks Society (PRPS)
to be recognized at the 2021 Virtual Annual Conference for two PRPS Excellence in Recreation and Parks Programming Awards. Whitemarsh
Township Parks and Recreation is being recognized with a Certificate of Excellence for our 2020 “In-Home Recreation Resources” on-line virtual
engagements and the “Witches of Whitemarsh” fall Halloween hayride mini-event. In addition, the Department will receive recognition in a
future issue of the PRPS SCOOP Newsletter and PRPS Magazine. The Pennsylvania Recreation and Park Society (PRPS) is pleased to
acknowledge outstanding achievements by agencies, boards, commissions, and individuals toward the advancement of community recreation
and park services through its annual Recognition & Awards Program. The PRPS Board of Directors and Recognition & Awards Committee
endeavors to recognize and applaud the talent, determination, commitment, creativity and quality of Pennsylvania professionals, elected
officials, legislators, volunteers, programs, facilities, publications, and promotions. The Excellence in Recreation and Parks awards criteria was
revamped this year to accept submissions from member organizations that specifically highlight the outstanding and innovative programming
efforts that have been made in 2020 because of the global pandemic. Submissions that were not directly related to unique efforts resultant of
the coronavirus pandemic were not considered for recognition. I am proud of our Whitemarsh Team for being recognized by PRPS leadership
and our peers, and their efforts to continually strive to be role models and pioneers in the Parks and Recreation profession.
Emily Moore has contacted new businesses such as Orange Theory of Conshohocken, the Hill Juice Co, and Pop of Posh regarding sponsorships
and partnerships. In addition, we have a new partnership with local women owned food truck, Sweet Thangs Nut & Candy. She will also be
reaching out to Ruh Ro’s Pet Shoppe Co for when they open in the coming months.
Jon Walker has been working with the PR Team on a seasonal summer staff training for program staff. The training will consist of situation DeEscalation, Active Shooter, Customer Service, Stress Management, and Team Building-Diversity-Inclusion. This training will empower our staff to
be able to do their jobs more effectively this summer. A training date has yet to be determined.
Rob Vandegrift has been the fields and facilities liaison this year as we get back to providing rentals. Scheduling has been completed for WLL,
WGSL, CBA, WSA, i9 Sports and individual reservations. The Miles Park Pavilion has been a hot commodity and has been requested and
approved for seven dates already with others having to be denied due to too many people.
PROGRAMS
CEP Zoom Hang-Outs - VIRTUAL
1/25/2021: The weekly “CEP Zoom Hang-Outs” are designed to give CEP participants, who are an underserved demographic during this
pandemic, an opportunity to socialize with their peers while they are at home. On Monday, January 25th, 9 participants participated in the 26th
CEP “Hang-Out”. Since the Superbowl is just around the corner, most of today’s time was spent discussing our favorite top Superbowl foods!
2/8/2021: The weekly “CEP Zoom Hang-Outs” are designed to give CEP participants, who are an underserved demographic during this
pandemic, an opportunity to socialize with their peers while they are at home. On Monday, February 8th, 10 participants participated in the
27th CEP “Hang-Out”. This week, participants followed up with each other about their Superbowl experiences, since it was such a popular topic
of discussion during the last Hang-Out. After that, the participants just caught up with their friends.
2/22/2021: The weekly “CEP Zoom Hang-Outs” are designed to give CEP participants, who are an underserved demographic during this
pandemic, an opportunity to socialize with their peers while they are at home. On Monday, February 22nd, 9 participants participated in the 28th
CEP “Hang-Out”. The group used this Hang-Out to celebrate some recent participant birthdays, before getting into some exciting games of
hangman & charades. The participants seemed to have even more fun than usual this week!
3/8/2021: The weekly “CEP Zoom Hang-Outs” are designed to give CEP participants, who are an underserved demographic during this
pandemic, an opportunity to socialize with their peers while they’re at home. On Monday, March 8th, 10 individuals participated in the 29th
CEP “Hang-Out”. The participants used the time to catch up with their friends, talk about a few upcoming birthdays, and share upcoming plans
they were excited for. As always, the Hang-Out was a great opportunity to socialize with friends! The next “Hang-Out” is scheduled for
Monday, March 22nd.
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Connecting Exceptional People: Socials - VIRTUAL
2/19/2021: The most recent Virtual CEP Social took place on Friday, February 19th. All 13 participants were very excited for this Social, because
they knew the activities revolved around music & dancing, which they love! We were joined by Whitemarsh Township dance instructor, Miss
Ashlyn. Miss Ashlyn led the participants through a few different fun & high-energy activities. Everyone seemed to have a great time dancing
along with their friends and learning some new moves!
3/19/2021: The most recent Virtual CEP Social took place on Friday, March 19th. The 10 CEP participants were joined via Zoom by a visitor from
the Center for Aquatic Sciences at Adventure Aquarium, and his reptilian friends! Everyone seemed to have an enjoyable time seeing & learning
about the unique animals that the visitor brought along with him. The next CEP Social will take place on Friday, April 16th. We will be joined by
WTPR Yoga Instructor, Kimberly Brock, for some fun yoga-centric activities!
Connecting Exceptional People: Hangouts
Scheduled Weekly Engagement Emails:
Daily Birthday Emails “Birthday Gram” – Wishes a happy birthday to our younger residents.
Takeout Tuesday – Highlights a local restaurant each Tuesday.
Nature’s Touch, Health Hub and Staycation on Wednesdays - Informative emails regarding fun activities to do in the area, health tips and
nature information to fully and safely enjoy the great area around us.
Senior Scoop on Thursdays - Features activities and community resources that focuses on the senior members of our community. From virtual
trips to crafting, there is a fun activity in each email.
PROGRAMMER REPORT
Whitemarsh Township Parks and Recreation is happy to team up with The Schuylkill Center in promoting their upcoming virtual program that is
listed below! If you have any questions in regards to the events, contact The Schuylkill Center directly by phone: 215-482-7300, by
email: scee@schuylkillcenter.org or at their website http://www.schuylkillcenter.org/
The Rise and Fall of our Forests
Thursday, March 4 at 7:00 pm
Free! Pre-registration is required.
The Pennsylvania landscape has undergone a near-complete transformation over the last 350 years, starting with the extirpation of the Lenape
and the loss of their fire management practices. After European settlement, extensive logging and land clearing, the introduction of exotic
insects, diseases, and invasive plants, increasing deer browsing, and the Smokey Bear-era has led to unprecedented changes in forest
composition across the eastern US. We have lost not only once-dominant chestnut trees, but many white pine forests too, and super-abundant
white oak is in decline. Oaks, hickories, and pines are not regenerating, red maples are on the rise—and the climate is changing.
Whitemarsh Township Parks and Recreation is happy to team up with Upper Dublin Township Parks & Recreation in promoting the following
virtual environmental programs in 2021. Register in advance for these programs at Upper Dublin.
Virtual Garden Temple Talks
Join us for Garden Talks with Kathy Salisbury, Director of Ambler Arboretum at Temple University Ambler!
Temple Talks are FREE! Pre-registration is required.
Location: Zoom (virtual) - Zoom credentials will be emailed to you after registration.
Friday, January 29 at 3:00 pm: Plants for Winter Interest:
Many of us think evergreens when we think about winter interest in our gardens, but did you know you can have flowers in the garden
year-round? Learn the plants you can incorporate for 4 seasons of landscape interest.
Thursday, February 11 at 3:00 pm: Plants for Senses:
We know gardens are a delight for the senses. We see colorful flowers, we stop to smell the roses, we may taste and touch plants as we
explore. Learn what plants you can incorporate in your garden to engage all of the senses.
Thursday, March 11 at 3:00 pm: Plants Adaptations 1:
Spines, Hairs & Odors! Why are plants hairy? Why do they have spines? Why do they smell so good or so bad? We will discuss plant
adaptations and how plants defend themselves using different strategies.
Thursday, April 8 at 3:00 pm: Plants Adaptations 2:
Carnivorous Plants! Did you know there are more than a dozen species of carnivorous plants native to Pennsylvania? Learn why and how
carnivorous plants eat meat, where you can find them in Pennsylvania and how you may be able to grow your own.
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Virtual Master Gardener Series
Master Gardener Programs are FREE!
Pre-registration is required.
Location: Zoom (virtual) - Zoom credentials
will be emailed to you after registration.
Tuesday, March 16 at 6:30 pm:
Making Your Garden Pollinator Friendly:
Learn about pollinators and what will attract them to your garden. Speaker is Master Gardener, Thom Mrazik.
Tuesday, April 20 at 6:30 pm: The Beloved Peony:
The peony is revered for its’ outstanding floral attractiveness. Learn about its’ diverse floral and plant types, and aspects of care that will
boost your peony garden’s beauty. Speaker is Master Gardener, Thom Mrazik.

*NEW* - Snowman and Snowwoman in the Park
Whitemarsh Township Parks & Recreation has engaged the community in the winter months of January and February by exploring the beautiful
parks to find Magic McSnowflake and Crystal Northfrost! In the month of January, Magic was hiding throughout the parks and park visitors
were asked to take a selfie and post it Whitemarsh Parks Facebook page for a chance to win a prize every week. Amici Vicinato (formerly
Tonelli’s) supported the engagement and each winner was granted a free large plain pizza! In the month of February Crystal was introduced to
our parks and got her chance to hide out! Closer to Valentine’s Day the two met each other for Romance in the Park. A winner was selected to
wrap up the Snowman and Snowwoman in the Park series and they received pizza and a heart shaped box filled with Valentine’s Day chocolate!
We look forward to our next outdoor series, Shamrocks in the Parks.
Whitemarsh Art Center – Abracadabra!

•
•

Date & Time: March 10 - 31, Wed., 5:30 - 6:15 PM

•
•
•

Ages: Kids 6-12 years.

Details: Come and be spellbound by the joys of magic! In this course, kids will learn to look at posture, gestures, voice, and the
environment from a magician’s standpoint. Students will also learn how to introduce themselves, present, and perform magic tricks to a
small audience.
Instructor: Magician Ronaldo Ribeiro.
Learn more: www.whitemarsharts.org/childrens-classes

Jump Start Sports Spring Break Play Days in conjunction with Springfield Township
Dates: Monday, March 29 – April 1
Ages: 6 – 9-year-old
Time: 9:00 – 10:30 am or 10:45 – 12:15 pm
Location: Recreation Center A (1200 E. Willow Grove Ave.)
Full Week Fee: $100 Resident / $110 Non-Resident
Single Day Fee: $30 Resident / $40 Non-Resident
Children ages 6-9, come have a blast with Jump Start Sports during your days off from school! Each day includes a variety of fun sports as well
as traditional camp and recreational games. Our day-off-school play days provide children an opportunity to be active and make new friends in
a fun, well-supervised environment.
*NEW* Virtual Music and Theatre Classes
Whitemarsh Township Parks and Recreation has teamed up with the Music Training Center - Conshohocken to promote their virtual classes for
all ages! Whitemarsh Township residents that are new to MTC may enter coupon code ParksandRec to receive a free trial lesson or $25 off new
class registrations that are received on or after January 7th, 2021.
All programs are online during the pandemic so that students and teachers can interact, rehearse, and perform safely without masks.
Music Lessons for Ages 5 to Adult - Piano, Voice, Guitar, Ukulele, Bass, Drums, Violin, Viola.
Winter Theatre Classes Begin Jan. 18th - Disney's Beauty and the Beast JR, The Little Mermaid JR, High School Musical JR, Frozen KIDS, and the
Wizard of Oz! For Grades K-2, 2-5, and 5-10.
First Notes Baby-Toddler Music Classes Begin Jan. 11th - Classes for infants and babies (with parents attending), preschoolers and K-1.
Pilates (Virtual)
The 1st winter session of the Pilates (Virtual) program, with instructor Missy Scheer, came to an end on Wednesday, March 3rd. The 2nd session
was scheduled to begin on March 17th, but unfortunately did not meet the minimum registration requirement and was cancelled. With the
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return of a little warmer weather and the loosening of COVID-related restrictions, we have noticed a decline in virtual-fitness program interest.
We are hopeful that once we settle back into the “new normal”, interest in our in-person fitness offerings will rebound.
Sing-A-Long & Sweat (Virtual)
The 1st winter session of the Sing-A-Long & Sweat (Virtual) program, with instructor Carolyn Witt, came to an end on Thursday, March 4th. This
*NEW* virtual program saw 6 participants register and is scheduled to begin a 2nd session on March 25th.
Zumba (Virtual)
The 1st winter session of the Zumba (Virtual) program, with instructor Carolyn Witt, came to an end on Tuesday, March 2nd. This virtual program
once again had 6 participants registered and will begin a 2nd session on March 23rd.
Dance Programs
The Whitemarsh Dancers offered a total of 20 classes for the highly anticipated spring indoor 2021 season. There were 5 classes offered
Monday-Thursday. Class times ranged between 30-45 minutes each and occur between 5:00pm and 9:00pm. Half of the classes, 10 total will
run with a minimum of 3 and maximum of 9 per class. No Monday classes will run, holding class only on Tuesday (4 classes running),
Wednesdays (2 classes running), and Thursdays (4 classes running). There are a total of 68 dancers that will be partaking in the first post COVID19 indoor season. A few new polices to note are, masks are required at all times, rooms will be sanitized between classes, 6 feet distanced
dance spaces for dancers, windows will be open for air circulation, temperatures will be taken upon arrival and hand sanitizer distributed,
dancers are asked to bring a refillable water bottle, since the fountain is off limits for drinking but can be used to refill bottles, all dance classes
are drop off only and parents/guardians are not permitted inside the building. Lastly, parents/guardians are asked to park on Joshua Road and if
the child is old enough to walk and carefully cross the sidewalk they may do so. If the parents/guardians are walking dancers from the car to the
door, they must wait in a distanced fashion for Miss Ashlyn to take temperatures. In addition, the door will be locked once the class begins for
safety procedures so, dancers are asked to please be on time for class. We look forward to 6 classes of indoor dance for a safe and fun spring
session!
Jump, Jive, & Jam Music Classes
Virtual Jump, Jive, and Jam: Music & Rhythmic Play was offered February 12th-March 19th, on Fridays 10:00a-10:30am but did not run due to
low registration. We are now offering an outdoor class at the Miles Park Concession Stand starting April 16th and ending May 21st on Friday’s
10:00am-10:30am. Currently, no one is registered but we plan to send e-blasts and market on Facebook. In addition, we are offering a one-time
30 minute outdoor concert on Thursday, March 25th 10:30am-11:00am.
Kids in Motion
The outdoor winter 2021 session of Kids in Motion was cancelled due to low registration. The spring session is offered on Wednesday 10:00am10:45am at Miles Park Pavilion March 24th-April 28th. Currently, no one is registered but we plan to send e-blasts and market on Facebook.
Messy Masters
The outdoors winter 2021 session of Messy Masters was cancelled due to low registration. The spring session will occur April 6th to May 11th
and take place on Tuesdays 10:00am-10:45am at the Miles Park Pavilion. There is currently one child registered. Marketing will take place to
boost numbers in hopes of running this long-time family favorite arts and crafts tiny tot program!
DeStolfo’s Premier Martial Arts Virtual Programming
DeStolfo’s Premier Martial Arts teamed up with Whitemarsh Township Parks & Recreation again for a winter virtual 30-minute karate classes
that were offered the Fridays 4:15pm-4:45pm, starting January 22nd and that ran to February 12th. There was a total of 13 that took part in the
classes. The class was designed for boys and girls ages 5-12. Registration was through Whitemarsh via Community Pass and virtual classes were
taught on Zoom. Due to the interest for those two months, we decided to run a 4-course introductory course again with DeStolfo’s. This course
will take place Fridays 4:15pm-4:30pm starting March 19th and ending April 9th. Currently, there are 4 participants registered. Participants had
to register for the entire course and the cost was $40.00 for Whitemarsh Residents and $48.00 for Non-Residents.
Theatre Horizon Virtual Programming
Whitemarsh Township Parks & Recreation teamed up with Theatre Horizon for a one day “Create a Play in a Day!” program from 9:00am3:00pm outdoors at Koontz Park on Saturday, May 8th, 2021. Additionally, two weeks of summer camp are July 12th-July 16th and August 9thAugust 13th 9:00am-3:00pm outdoors at Koontz Park. Both weeks of camp already have 7 campers!
*NEW* Parents Afternoon Out
Formerly known as Parents Night Out, this new spin on the program changes the night into afternoon where parents can drop off children
12:00pm-4:00pm for an afternoon filled with nature walks, crafts, and movies under the Miles Park Pavilion! In the fall we tried Parents
Morning Out, and the winter we switched to Parents Afternoon Out, but the interest was low, and all sessions were cancelled. There are
currently 3 sessions offered: 4/3, 4/10, and 4/17. So far, 4/17 has 4 children registered with hopes of more registering. Supervisor Annie Mascio
will lead this program. We plan to continue to promote the remaining dates and offering summer dates.
*NEW* I9 Flag Football
I9 hosted a 6-week outdoor instructional flag football session on Saturday’s at Miles Park- Upper Softball Field. The session began January 23rd
and was supposed to end February 27th. Due to higher numbers, ages 5-7 played 11:00am-12:00pm and ages 8-12 played 12:15pm-1:15pm.
Between the two session there were a total of 47 participants. Due to inclement and dangerous weather 4 of the classes were cancelled and
only 2 classes were able to be held. We look forward to our summer I9 flag football camp!
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*NEW* Whitemarsh Virtual Recreation Book Club
Whitemarsh Parks and Recreation began its first virtual recreation book club! The first book was "The Great Alone" by Kristin Hannah.
Participants must purchase or rent the books on their own and then join via Zoom for a virtual forum to discuss everything from characters,
plots, favorite scenes, etc.! The first Zoom discussion took place on Wednesday, January 27th from 7:00pm-8:30pm and was led by an
instructor. Participants must register online or call and the cost to join is $5.00 per person per month. The first club meeting had 5 participants.
The second book was “This Tender Land” By William Kent and took place on Wednesday, February 24th and had 5 participants. The third book is
“Big Lies in a Small Town” by Diane Chamberlain and will take place on Wednesday, March 31st and has 4 currently signed up. Lastly, April’s
book is “Midnight Library” by Matt Haig and will occur on Wednesday, April 28th and has 4 signed up.
Coffee with Friends
Meet us at the Miles Park Pavilion where you will get to social distance and mingle with new friends! Coffee and pastries will be provided, while
participants provide the conversation! Masks are mandatory and tables 6 feet apart will be set up to make new friends in safe way. This new
program will take place on May 8th, May 15th, and May 22nd and each session will meet 9:00am-10:00am. The fee to register is $5.00 per person,
per session. Currently no one is registered but we plan to market closer to April when the weather changes!
Drawing with Young Rembrandt’s
We’ve set up two - 4 week sessions (April and May) with Young Rembrandt’s to bring drawing class to Whitemarsh Township! Aimed at
elementary school participants, they’ll learn how to improve their drawing skills with fun and themed topics that will keep the children
engaged. Also being planned is a week-long summer camp to take place at Koontz Park at the end of July.
*NEW* St. Patrick’s Day Mixology Class
We set up another virtual mixology class with our mixologist Priscilla for St. Patrick’s Day! Unfortunately, unlike the holiday mixology event, this
one did not receive the same amount of attention and was not able to run. We hope we can run more in the future!
Little Kickers
Little Kickers is scheduled to begin session 1, on Friday 3/26. We currently have 5 enrolled. This is the earliest we have ever started this
program. Session 2, which is our normal start date in late April already has 7 enrolled. Sydney Melillo will have the lead instructing this
program.
*NEW* Shamrocks in the Park
This new program which engages park users is part of our “In the Park” series kicked off on Monday March 1st. Parks & Recreation staff hid 4
shamrocks in a different park each week. Park goers had to find and photograph all 4 shamrocks and post to our Facebook page for a chance to
win a prize each week. We have had at least 10 residents participate each week. The highlight of the series so far, has been a resident
contacting us to seek help finding them.
*NEW* Random Acts of Kindness in Whitemarsh Parks
Random Acts of Kindness in Whitemarsh Parks is a new outdoor community enjoyment. Pre-made labels with the WTPR logo that says “Enjoy
this random act of kindness. Make the world a better place, by bringing a smile to someone’s face!” have been made up. The labels will go on
the toys and randomly be placed in the parks at random times. An announcement will be made to Facebook announcing the new engagement
at the end of March.
*NEW* Poker in the Park
Poker in the park is scheduled to start on May 3rd. A full set of playing cards will be placed in different parks throughout the Township.
Residents will have to post their best hand on our Facebook page during this month-long contest. The resident with the best hand, will win a
trophy at the end of the contest.
I9 Summer Camps
I9 has a line up this summer for a variety of specialty camps. The following camps will occur and have the current amount registered; i9
Volleyball Camp- 6/21-6/25: 0, i9 Lacrosse Camp- 6/28-7/2: 0, i9 Flag Football Camp- 7/12-7/16: 1, i9 Soccer Camp- 7/19-7/23: 5, i9 Track &
Field Camp- 7/26-7/30: 10, i9 Cheerleading Camp- 8/2-8/6: 7, i9 Baseball Camp- 8/9-8/13: 6.
*NEW* Princess Camp
Whitemarsh Township has lined up a new camp this summer to help attendees learn how to be princesses! Scheduled for 6/14 – 6/18 at Koontz
Park from 9am to 11am, there are already 7 registrations for the camp, showing that the residents are excited for a new summer experience for
their children. With room for up to 20 participants, the camp could be a hit.
Miles Park Summer Camp
Registration for Miles Park Summer Camp was opened only to Whitemarsh Township Residents, on Thursday, December 10th. Registration is
ongoing. Non-resident registration opened on Monday, February 15th. We will be monitoring updated CDC Guidance in hopes that we’ll be able
to raise the maximum number of available weekly spots, prior to the start of the summer season. Currently the maximum per week is 80 and
the campers per week are the following: Week 1: 64, Week 2: 79, Week 3: 63, Week 4: 62, Week 5: 80, Week 6: 68, Week 7: 74, Week 8: 63,
Week 9: 77. Camp Director Mike and Assistant Director Annie, met with Miles Park Coordinators Jon and Emily on March 16th to discuss logistics
such as staff, trainings, COVID-19 plans, and groups for the campers. April 1st is the deadline for applicants and by mid-April interviews will take
place. There is a tentative date of June 3rd for an outdoor socially distanced parent in person meeting.
*NEW* Virtual Chess Classes with Shining Knights Chess
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We teamed up with Shining Knights Chess again for the children’s chess classes and had more interest than in the fall, with 6 registrations for
the winter classes. There are three separate skill levels involved and all the classes have 10 sessions that begin in January. The cost to
participants will be $120.00. While promoting the children’s classes, adults expressed interest in their own class and the newly made adult
class. The winter chess classes with Shining Knights Chess ran without a hitch and we are approaching the end of that session. We are currently
exploring the partnership continuing in the spring and summer months!
Snapology
Whitemarsh Township Parks and Recreation is partnered with Snapology, who has been hosting virtual programs over the last few months that
we have promoted. We are currently looking into a summer camp partnership with them!
Moore Brothers Basketball
The Moore Brothers plan to hold pop-up clinics on warmer than usual spring days. Information would be posted and emailed when details
become available and based on the forecast. In addition, two weeks of summer basketball camp are scheduled at Miles Park. Week 1 is June
14th-June 18th and Week 2 will be held August 2nd-August 6th. Both camps are for boys and girls age 6-13 and will run 9:00am-12:00pm. Currently
1 child is registered for the first week and 2 for the second week. Registration will pick up closer to May and early June.
Facebook Events
We continue to utilize Facebook events as they have been instrumental in promoting our events and programs such as, Wells Street Cleanup,
Teenie Shamrocks Day, Mini Spring Fling, Township Day etc. They allow us to update the information if the programs are postponed or
cancelled due to weather and to post updates to the events. Most recently we bought a paid advertising boost from Facebook for See-A-Truck.
The data from Facebook shows engaged interest and lots of shares and likes of the events. The event itself is close to being sold out! We plan to
utilize this option for future events.
Whitemarsh Elementary E-Folders
Emily Moore has continued to coordinate with Beatrice Deangelis and Dave Sherman, from Colonial School District, regarding marketing
Whitemarsh Township Parks & Recreations upcoming programs and events. Most recently, Emily shared information the Teenie Shamrock
Concerts on the Courts, and Wells Street Clean-Up.
Free Event Posting
Emily Moore continues to use the free event websites offered such as Patch.com, More than the Curve, the Chamber of Commerce for Greater
Montgomery County, and MetroKids to promote our events. These sites provide a free and effective marketing tool for the department’s
special events and programs.
EXCURSIONS - No current excursions planned due to COVID-19.
SPECIAL EVENTS
*NEW* Winter Hayride (at the Cedar Grove Barn)
The winter hayride took place on Tuesday January 19th and Thursday January 21st. In total we had 103 participants across the two evenings.
Cedar Grove Park was decorated with wooden deer, snowmen, as well as holiday lights throughout the woods. Residents were able to sign up
for a specific time slot and ride our hay wagon through Cedar Grove Park and up through the woods to our “cabin in the woods” to hear a
winter tale from our staff. Afterwards each participant was given a cookie and continued their ride through the park. This event mirrored our
Witches of Whitemarsh that was held in October of 2020. Several improvements were made to the event, including the addition of picnic tables
to the hay wagon, in place of haybales and limiting the families to two families per wagon ride instead of 4.
MLK, Jr. Clothing Drive
Whitemarsh Township Parks & Recreation hosted the 4th Annual MLK Clothing Drive Fundraiser. This was a great event to kick off the first of
many safe and fun events of 2021! Whitemarsh Township residents and non-residents were able to drop off usable and wearable men’s,
women’s, and children’s clothes, shoes, accessories, belts, handbags, hats, scarves, ties, gloves, and so much more. There were tax receipts
offered to individuals who donated. The drop off location was at the Cedar Grove Barn, 100 Cedar Grove Road, Conshohocken, PA 19428. There
were five official drop off dates and varying times; Wednesday, January 13th 8:00 A.M.-2:00 P.M., Thursday, January 14th 8:00 A.M.-2:00 P.M.,
Friday, January 15th 8:00 A.M.- 2:00 P.M., Saturday, January 16th 8:00 A.M. -12:00 P.M., and Monday, January 18th 8:00 A.M. -2:00 P.M. Signs
were posted at the overhang door that noted if staff were not on site during the posted days and times, individuals could drop off bags
underneath the overhang until Thursday, January 21st at 8:00 P.M. During the entirety of the fundraiser, about 200 individuals dropped off a
total of 1,414 bags. The breakdown of total bags per day is as follows; 1/13: 193, 1/14: 285, 1/15: 382, 1/16: 490, 1/18: 1,107, 1/19-1/21: 1,414.
Like last year, the most popular drop off date was Martin Luther King Day, Monday, January 18th. On Friday, January 22nd A&E Clothing
Corporation, came to the Barn at 10:00 A.M. to pick-up the bags. On Tuesday, February 2nd A&E informed us that our clothing drive collected
14,352 lbs. worth of donations. A check was issued for a grand total of $2,173.92 Those proceeds will go towards Township Day on September
18th, 2021 and the Colonial Neighborhood Council. Specifically, 75% -- $1,630.54 to Whitemarsh Township and the remaining 25% -- $543.38 to
Colonial Neighborhood Council. Last year we collected 478 bags weighing in at 4,996 lbs. and received a check for $1,004.56. This year’s
numbers were record breaking and a year to remember. The 4th Annual MLK Clothing Drive was a huge success and an important continuation
of a great cause on a holiday weekend of “Giving Back” to the Whitemarsh Township community.
*NEW* ValenTEENIE’s Day
The new outdoor special event, Valenteenie’s Day took place on Friday, February 26, 2021, from 10:00am to 11:00am and 12:00pm-1:00pm.
The original date was scheduled for Friday, February 12th but was postponed to February 19th and yet again to the following Friday due to snow
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and icy conditions. This event was pre-registration and separated into two different time slots. The event was held outdoors, and temperatures
were taken upon arrival and masks required. Each timeslot had 25 as the maximum number of participants. Both sessions were filled but since
we changed the date twice, participants were not available. The original date of the 12th Colonial School District did not have school, so a
majority of the children who could no longer attend, were simply in school. It turned out to be a warmer winter day with a high of 48 degrees
and sunny. There were a total of 20 children for the first time slot and 15 for the second. Each child was accompanied by at least one adult for
each timeslot, tallying to nearly 70 for the entire day. The event was held outdoors at the Cedar Grove Park, located at 100 Cedar Grove Road,
Conshohocken, PA 19428. Whitemarsh Township Parks & Recreation staff members Emily Moore, Rob Vandegrift, and Jon Walker ran the
event. Light refreshments were for sale by new and local Lafayette Hill food truck, Sweet Thangs Nut & Candy. They teamed up with
Whitemarsh for a $100.00 sponsorship deal for this event and Mini Spring Fling. They sold candy, hotdogs, cotton candy, sodas, and juice. Hand
sanitizer stations were available and social distancing’s polices were enforced. In between time slots all surfaces were sanitized and some items
replaced. As guests arrived, they received a raffle ticket and could win a manicure to a local Whitemarsh nail salon. Participants created
wreaths with hearts on them, Valentine’s Day cards, and other Valentine’es Day themed arts and crafts. There were Valentine’s Day themed
temporary tattoos and a gigantic white paper to color with crayons. Colorful red and pink balloons were decorated on the tables and entrance
for a pop of fun! Children music was played throughout the event. Another highlight of the event was story time with Cookie Monster! Rob
dressed up as Cookie Monster and read love themed picture books to the children on the courtyard in spaced out chairs. After story time
Cookie Monster led the kiddos around to look for Magic McSnowflake and Crystal Northfrost who were hiding the park together!
Program/community partner, Marianne from Purposeful Play, attended and held a play/sensory session for the children. Fit4Mom, an
additional community partner, attended and handed out crayons and coloring pages.
Shredding Day
On Saturday, March 6th, from 8:00am – 12:00pm in the Lower Parking Lot of Miles Park, our department hosted the 2021 Spring Shredding Day
event, which promotes environmental sustainability through recycling, and helps protect against identity theft. The event was extremely busy
throughout the day, with an estimated 450+ vehicles passing through. The Whitemarsh Township Parks & Recreation Department partnered
with the members of the Barren Hill Volunteer Fire Company for another wonderful event. The BHFC Volunteers assisted with shredding
23,700lbs (or 11.85 tons) of paper over the course of the 4-hour event. Through the recycling of the shredded paper, the Township was able to
save the equivalent of 201 trees, 47,400 kilowatts of energy, 35.55 cubic yards of landfill space, and 82,950 gallons of water. In addition, the
residents of Whitemarsh were once again very generous with the local organizations donating $4,975.00 of in day-of donations, which is a
record total for this event! We express our gratitude to Treasure Sign for being a sponsor of the event. As a “thank you” for volunteering their
time for the event, Whitemarsh Township will be donating a portion of the proceeds, $1,695.63 in total, to the Barren Hill Volunteer Fire
Company.
*NEW* Teenie Shamrocks Day
The new mini youth event Teenie Shamrocks Day will be held Friday, March 26th 9:30am-10:30am and 11:00am-12:00pm at Cedar Grove Barn.
Both sessions have been added to Community Pass and ready for registration. The fee for ages 2-6 years old is $5.00 per child. Pre-registration
is required and the deadline to register is Tuesday, March 23rd. Like all other youth events we will have themed crafts, music, snacks, and story
time.
Lions Club of Whitemarsh Annual Egg Hunt
Tom Blomstrom corresponded with Joe Moore and Joe Zack (President) from the Lions Club of Whitemarsh regarding their Annual Egg Hunt at
Miles Park. We were told from Joe Zach and he noted that they discussed it at their meeting last week and they are finding many more cons
than pros to attempt the annual endeavor given COVID-19 and have decided to not hold the event this year.
Spring Wells Street Clean-Up Day
On Saturday, April 10th we have our Annual Spring Education/Clean-Up at the Wells Street Open Space from 8am-11am. John Munro, Ecologist
will educate the group on invasives and removal. Staff and volunteers will come together to assist with removing trash and invasive, working
on the trails, and more. The group will continue to work towards making Wells Street Open Space a wonderful natural area for all of
Whitemarsh Township to enjoy!
*NEW* See-A-Truck
The annual Touch-A-Truck event usually occurs in September has been altered slightly and renamed to See-A-Truck and will take place on April
24th, 2021 from 11:00am‐2:00pm at the Miles Park Lower Parking lot. We have downsized the event and will have less trucks and require preregistration for participants to attend. There will be 45-minute timeslots and a maximum of 50 people per timeslot. See-A-Truck is a community
event, at which we will have a variety of trucks and work vehicles displayed in Miles Park, located at the intersection of Joshua Road and
Germantown Pike in Lafayette Hill. Area residents and their families will have an opportunity to see and learn about the vehicles that they see
driving around every day. It is also an opportunity for the children to learn about the people who operate these vehicles and how they
contribute to our wonderful community. This event will cost $2.00 for any individuals ages 2 and up, and refreshments for sale at a minimal
charge. This family favorite will be a great chance to get back into the swing of larger scale events, while remaining safe and having a blast!
*NEW* Concerts at the Courts
The new two-night Concerts at the Courts series will occur on Thursday, April 15th and Thursday, May 20th, both 7:00pm-9:00pm. Mojo & The
Helper Monkeys will play on April 29th and The KickBax will perform on May 20th. These events will be held at Miles Park, located at 303
Germantown Pike, Lafayette Hill, PA 19444. Bands will play underneath the Pavilion and pre-registration is required. To reserve a 10x10 space
on the grass costs $5.00, 10x10 space on the court costs $10.00, 10x10 space included with a picnic table for up to 6 people is $30.00, and lastly
VIP wagon seating with a picnic table for up to 6 people is $65.00. BYOB is permitted in the sectioned off concert pre-registration areas. Food
trucks will be on site. All current CDC and PA guidelines and regulations will be followed. We are excited about this new and fun spring event
and look forward to being outdoors and listening to some great family friendly music on the courts!
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Mini-Spring Fling
The annual Mini Spring Fling special event is set to take place on Thursday, May 13th, 2021. There will be two sessions offered 10:00am12:00pm and 1:00pm-3:00pm. A total of 25 participants will be permitted to attend the event, which will be held outdoors at the Cedar Grove
Barn, located at 100 Cedar Grove Road, Conshohocken, PA 19428. All CDC and PA guidelines will be followed. The fee is $5.00 for ages 2-6 years
old. There will be crafts, snacks, music, games, and story time by Cookie Monster. We look forward to this event that welcomes all things
spring!
Summer Movie Series
The tentative summer move dates for summer 2021 are as follows. Leeland Park- 6/23, Miles Park 7/21, and Miles Park 8/18. Movie titles are
currently under review.
Whitemarsh Township Day
Whitemarsh Township Day is scheduled for Saturday September 18th. The Parks & Recreation staff are meeting for our first meeting on
Thursday March 25th to investigate layout options.
PARKS/FACILITIES/FIELDS – PROJECTS-UPDATES
The DVRPC (DCNR) Grant (Phase 1- $10,000) of the $40,000 feasibility study for the Miracle-Nature Trail has been completed. This phase
involved an engineering topographic study and determining trail opportunities given PECO parameters. The Township received PECO approval
to apply once a feasibility study is completed and the plan is formulated. The approval to move forward with a submittal is based on the
concept discussions. The phase 1 report was due in December of 2020 but was submitted to the DVRPC 2020 Quarterly Report (Qtr. 1) and
accepted. The Township received notification that it received a grant for $40,000 from DCNR-C2P2 which will match the funding for the
feasibility study (no Township Match required). The Township received and returned the agreement from DCNR and held the introductory call
in March to initiate process. The Township staff worked with the Township engineer firm to provide the scope and budget for the remainder of
the project to DVRPC and DCNR for approvals to proceed with funding (it was approved this summer 2020). The Township received the initial
funding payment from DCNR in the amount of $20,000 which has been deposited to Finance. The Township submitted a RFP budget waiver
request for the project to save dollars with both entities. Township Staff met with Gilmore Associates to complete the planning for the
remaining DCNR and DVRPC request documents. The Township has executed the DVRPC Grant addendum in the amount of $30,000 (this is the
2nd phase of the $40,000 noted above from DVRPC). Documents have been submitted and approved by the entities. Key Person Interviews are
completed. The six-month progress report for period ending 12-31-20 has been submitted to DCNR and DVRPC. The first Steering Study
Committee meeting was held on Thursday, January 14th at 6pm via Zoom. A project landing page has been created on the Whitemarsh
Township Parks and Recreation Website to provide public information on the project, publicize the public survey with a link, and promote
public workshops. Feel free to direct any community members who may inquire about the project here. The public survey will be going live
the week of 2/22/21 and will run through 3/19/21. The Township will be publicizing the survey through social media outlets including the eblasts Whitemarsh Weekly news and Departmental outreach. It will also be placed on the Miles Park Corner Sign. A Public Meeting has been
scheduled (Zoom) – Presentation and Listening Session - will be hold on Thursday, April 15th,2021 at 6:00 pm – 7:30 pm. The MNT Landing Page
on the Parks and Recreation Website went live on 2/22/21. The Public Survey was made available to residents on 2/22/21 through 3/19/21.
The Department is in the process of working with Gilmore and Associates to prepare a DCNR Phase 2 Miles Park Improvement Grant which will
request matching funding to improve the ADA access at the upper end of the park including construction of new basketball courts, replacing
the pavilion roof, expanding the Miles Park Playground with addition of some new sensory ADA elements, new picnic tables, planting of trees,
and stormwater management. The grant is due April 14th and we would be notified in early 2022 if we are selected as grant award recipients.
The Veteran’s Monument at Miles Park – Veteran’s Committee held a public meeting at the Miles Park Building on Saturday, Feb. 27th at 9am
and 10am (registration was required to comply with CDC regulations for COVID). Work has begun on the project at Miles Park.
Greg Keenan is working with the Parks and Recreation Department to install direct-link to the Police Department - security cameras at the Miles
Park Concession Stand. The project is expected to take place this spring.
Whitemarsh Little League is in the process of coordinating several park improvements at Miles Park for spring play. One item involves the
construction of a press box on top of a dugout at Varsity Field at their expense. It will be a nice improvement for the youth of the community.
Also, WLL is exploring the creation of additional batting cages at Senior Field next to the pitching alleys. In addition, WLL had a new shed
delivered to Pony Field and moved the existing shed to AA Field.
The Miles Park Dugouts footers have been poured and installed. The base cover plates have been installed for spring play.
The Koontz Park Building is having the metal main entry door replaced (age and rust) and a door access control system purchased and installed.
The project is scheduled to take place in the spring.
Woodcarpet has been ordered to meet ADA and safety guidelines in the playgrounds in the park system. The woodcarpet was installed in
March.
The Koontz Park Building is going to complete Phase 2 of the window replacement at the Miles Park Building – replacing obsolete windows with
energy efficient windows in the large hallway area and the utility room.
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Redtail Restoration continued to perform environmental maintenance work (invasives control, etc.) at the McCarthy Park Trail/Basin Area on
1/12/21, 1/14/21, 1/15/21, 3/2/21, and 3/15/21.
The Township worked with The Davey Tree Expert Company to provide spring soil injection to designated trees at Koontz Park, Cedar Grove
Park, Leeland Park, Valley Green Park, and the William Jeanes Memorial Library to combat the Spotted Lanternfly.
The Public Works Department has fixed the split rail fencing in the Park System.
As part of the Natural Land’s Trust Stewardship Plan for the Wells Street Open Space, four bird boxes and five gourds were placed at the site to
assist with the bird habitat.
The Township is participating in the Tree Tender Grant Tree Planting Program this spring. The Township will purchase discount trees from the
Pennsylvania Horticultural Society and transport them from the Philadelphia Navy Yard on April 21 or 22 for planting in the parks system
(Leeland Park, Valley Green Park, and Koontz Park).
The Concession Stand bathrooms were painted at Miles Park in advance of the busy spring season.
The Public Works Department installed LED energy efficient lights in the Whitemarsh Art Center and Cedar Grove Barn.
An AED unit was installed at the Whitemarsh Art Center.
The Whitemarsh Art Center had roof repair including blocking a squirrel hole on rear addition, sealing counterflashing, repairing loose shingles,
and sealing any shingles to prolong life of roof.
The Township purchased and installed two new picnic tables for Miles Park.
The heater in the Greenhouse had a component (electric board) replaced to repair the unit.
The 2nd Floor heater/ac at the Koontz Park Building was repaired (the blower unit) and is functioning properly.
The playground border was repaired at Miles Park playground.
Jimmy McGuire replaced the mechanical timer for the outside lights at the Cedar Grove Barn.
The interior first floor Cedar Grove Barn lights were switched to LED units to be more energy efficient.
MISCELLANEOUS
Tom Blomstrom took part in the first of a year-long (quarterly) Director’s and Supervisor’s Roundtable with PRPS – “Gaining Credibility Through
Crisis” on Wednesday, February 3rd.
Emily Labowitz attended the FREE Webinar by Women in Parks and Recreation titled “Parking Lot Programs” on February 9th.
Robert Vandegrift attended the FREE online training/webinar Summer Camp Best Practices, which was hosted by Community Pass on February
9th. The training focused on how to best utilize the software for summer camps.
Tom Blomstrom attended the FREE Zoom Delaware Valley Regional Planning Commission – “Energy and Environment Strategies Workshop for
the DVRPC Connections 2050 Long-Range Plan” on Wednesday, February 10th.
Jon Walker and Emily Moore attended the Pennsylvania Recreation and Parks Society DIII – “De-Escalation Training” offered by DVIT on
February 18th via Zoom.
Tom Blomstrom and Emily Labowitz attended the FREE DVIT seminar “Heart Disease: What You Need to Know” on February 17th.
Rob Vandegrift attended the FREE Webinar presented by the International Council on Active Aging (ICAA) – “How to Cultivate a Successful
Wellness and Resident Engagement Program” - with the Senior Population on March 23rd.
Emily Moore attended the Virtual PRPS FREE Summer Camp Roundtable on February 18th.
Tom Blomstrom attended the FREE DVIT Zoom Webinar – “A Healthier You: How Mental Health Affects Physical Health” on February 23rd.
Tom Blomstrom attended the FREE DVIT Zoom Webinar – “EAP (Employee Assistance Program) Overview for Employees” on March 2nd.
Emily Moore and Tom Blomstrom attended the FREE Webinar offered by Main Line Health titled – “Eat the Rainbow” about diet and the
seasons of the year – improving health on March 4th.
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Jon Walker, Robert Vandegrift, Emily Moore, Mike Lannutti and Tom Blomstrom attended the Township Safety and Wellness Committee FREE
Webinar offered by DVIT titled “Stress Management” on Monday, March 8th/Wednesday, March 10th.
Robert Vandergrift attended the FREE DVIT Webinar “Dealing with Emotional Callers” on March 9, 2021.
Tom Blomstrom attended the FREE DVIT Webinar offered by Main Line Health “Managing Your Blood Pressure” on March 23rd.
Emily Moore is signed up for the Penn State Public Entity Leadership Certificate Program which will begin in March and continue over the years,
until completed. Emily attended the DVIT-PSU Municipal Leadership Certification FREE Zoom training “Leadership Fundamentals” on March
24th.
Tom Blomstrom attended the FREE DVIT Webinar offered by Main Line Health “Small Steps to Better Health” on March 24th.
Emily Moore, Mike Lannutti, and Rob Vandegrift have been attending the TRI Lunchtime Series throughout the upcoming months. The first
session took place on Thursday, January 21st “Combining Sensory Feedback with Recreational Therapy Activities” with Dr. Raymond Heipp. The
second session, “Building Rapport with Your Clients Through Storytelling” with Gael Gilliland took place Thursday, March 25th 12:00pm-1:00pm.
Respectfully submitted,
Thomas J. Blomstrom
Director of Parks and Recreation
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WHITEMARSH TOWNSHIP
To:

Richard Mellor, Township Manager

From:

Thomas Blomstrom, Director of Parks and Recreation

Subject:

Facility Improvements and Projects Updates

Date:

May 6, 2021

The Parks and Recreation Department is happy to provide the following facility updates during the past several months.
Please let me know if you have any questions.
Wells Street Open Space-Trails –
• As part of the Natural Land’s Trust Stewardship Plan for the Wells Street Open Space, four bird boxes and five
gourds were placed at the site to assist with the bird habitat.
Cedar Grove Park/Barn
• Jimmy McGuire replaced the mechanical timer for the outside lights at the Cedar Grove Barn.
• The interior first floor Cedar Grove Barn lights were switched to LED units to be more energy efficient.
Koontz Park/Building/Greenhouse –
• The Koontz Park Building is having the metal main entry door replaced (age and rust) and a door access control
system purchased and installed. The project is scheduled to take place in the spring.
• The Koontz Park Building is going to complete Phase 2 of the window replacement at the Miles Park Building –
replacing obsolete windows with energy efficient windows in the large hallway area and the utility room.
• The heater in the Greenhouse had a component (electric board) replaced to repair the unit.
• The 2nd Floor heater/ac at the Koontz Park Building was repaired (the blower unit) and is functioning properly.
Miles Park – Pavilion/Concession Stand/Fields/Playgrounds/Basketball Courts –
• The Department is in the process of working with Gilmore and Associates to prepare a DCNR Phase 2 Miles
Park Improvement Grant which will request matching funding to improve the ADA access at the upper end of
the park including construction of new basketball courts, replacing the pavilion roof, expanding the Miles Park
Playground with addition of some new sensory ADA elements, new picnic tables, planting of trees, and stormwater
management. The grant is due April 14th and we would be notified in early 2022 if we are selected as grant award
recipients.
• The Veteran’s Monument at Miles Park – Veteran’s Committee held a public meeting at the Miles Park Building on
Saturday, Feb. 27th at 9am and 10am (registration was required to comply with CDC regulations for COVID).
Work has begun on the project at Miles Park.
• Greg Keenan is working with the Parks and Recreation Department to install direct-link to the Police Department
- security cameras at the Miles Park Concession Stand. The project is expected to take place this spring.
• Whitemarsh Little League is in the process of coordinating several park improvements at Miles Park for spring
play. One item involves the construction of a press box on top of a dugout at Varsity Field at their expense. It will
be a nice improvement for the youth of the community. Also, WLL is exploring the creation of additional batting
cages at Senior Field next to the pitching alleys. In addition, WLL had a new shed delivered to Pony Field and
moved the existing shed to AA Field.
• The Miles Park Dugouts footers have been poured and installed. The base cover plates have been installed for
spring play.
• The Concession Stand bathrooms were painted at Miles Park in advance of the busy spring season.
• The Township purchased and installed two new picnic tables for Miles Park.
Thomas Blomstrom
Director of Parks and Recreation
2391 Harts Lane
Lafayette Hill, PA 19444
Phone: 610-828-7276 x 2401
Email: Tblomstrom@whitemarshtwp.org

•

The playground border was repaired at Miles Park playground.

Whitemarsh Art Center –
• The Public Works Department installed LED energy efficient lights in the Whitemarsh Art Center and Cedar
Grove Barn.
• An AED unit was installed at the Whitemarsh Art Center.
• The Whitemarsh Art Center had roof repair including blocking a squirrel hole on rear addition, sealing
counterflashing, repairing loose shingles, and sealing any shingles to prolong life of roof.
McCarthy Park-Trails • Redtail Restoration continued to perform environmental maintenance work (invasives control, etc.) at the
McCarthy Park Trail/Basin Area on 1/12/21, 1/14/21, 1/15/21, 3/2/21, and 3/15/21.
Miracle-Nature Trail (Grant) • The DVRPC (DCNR) Grant (Phase 1- $10,000) of the $40,000 feasibility study for the Miracle-Nature Trail
has been completed. This phase involved an engineering topographic study and determining trail opportunities
given PECO parameters. The Township received PECO approval to apply once a feasibility study is completed
and the plan is formulated. The approval to move forward with a submittal is based on the concept discussions.
The phase 1 report was due in December of 2020 but was submitted to the DVRPC 2020 Quarterly Report (Qtr.
1) and accepted. The Township received notification that it received a grant for $40,000 from DCNR-C2P2 which
will match the funding for the feasibility study (no Township Match required). The Township received and
returned the agreement from DCNR and held the introductory call in March to initiate process. The Township
staff worked with the Township engineer firm to provide the scope and budget for the remainder of the project to
DVRPC and DCNR for approvals to proceed with funding (it was approved this summer 2020). The Township
received the initial funding payment from DCNR in the amount of $20,000 which has been deposited to Finance.
The Township submitted a RFP budget waiver request for the project to save dollars with both entities. Township
Staff met with Gilmore Associates to complete the planning for the remaining DCNR and DVRPC request
documents. The Township has executed the DVRPC Grant addendum in the amount of $30,000 (this is the 2nd
phase of the $40,000 noted above from DVRPC). Documents have been submitted and approved by the entities.
Key Person Interviews are completed. The six-month progress report for period ending 12-31-20 has been
submitted to DCNR and DVRPC. The first Steering Study Committee meeting was held on Thursday, January
14th at 6pm via Zoom. A project landing page has been created on the Whitemarsh Township Parks and
Recreation Website to provide public information on the project, publicize the public survey with a link, and
promote public workshops. Feel free to direct any community members who may inquire about the project
here. The public survey will be going live the week of 2/22/21 and will run through 3/19/21. The Township will
be publicizing the survey through social media outlets including the e-blasts Whitemarsh Weekly news and
Departmental outreach. It will also be placed on the Miles Park Corner Sign. A Public Meeting has been
scheduled (Zoom) – Presentation and Listening Session - will be hold on Thursday, April 15th,2021 at 6:00 pm –
7:30 pm. The MNT Landing Page on the Parks and Recreation Website went live on 2/22/21. The Public Survey
was made available to residents on 2/22/21 through 3/19/21.
Parks/Facilities/Equipment/Vehicles - General –
• Woodcarpet has been ordered to meet ADA and safety guidelines in the playgrounds in the park system. The
woodcarpet was installed in March.
• The Township worked with The Davey Tree Expert Company to provide spring soil injection to designated trees
at Koontz Park, Cedar Grove Park, Leeland Park, Valley Green Park, and the William Jeanes Memorial Library to
combat the Spotted Lanternfly.
• The Public Works Department has fixed the split rail fencing in the Park System.
• The Township is participating in the Tree Tender Grant Tree Planting Program this spring. The Township will
purchase discount trees from the Pennsylvania Horticultural Society and transport them from the Philadelphia
Navy Yard on April 21 or 22 for planting in the parks system (Leeland Park, Valley Green Park, and Koontz Park).

Thomas Blomstrom
Director of Parks and Recreation
2391 Harts Lane
Lafayette Hill, PA 19444
Phone: 610-828-7276 x 2401
Email: Tblomstrom@whitemarshtwp.org

MEMORANDUM

Whitemarsh Township Police
616 Germantown Pike, Lafayette Hill, PA 19444

TO:

Board of Supervisors

FROM:

Chief Christopher P. Ward

DATE:

April 22, 2021

REF:

1st Quarter Report for 2021 (January, February and March)

CC:

Rick Mellor, Township Manager

COMPLETED
Administrative:
•

Staffing- There are no significant Staffing Issues to report for the 1st Quarter of 2021.
o Some of the COVID related restrictions on staffing and scheduling are still in
effect, but others have been lessened based on CDC Guidelines that include our
overall vaccination level.
o We did not lose any work days due to COVID exposure and quarantines in the 1st
Quarter.

•

COVID-19 Vaccinations
o During the 1st Quarter of 2021 the Montgomery County Commissioners moved all
First Responders into the 1A Category for the purposes of vaccinations. This
included all of the police department’s staff, to include our civilians.
o Currently, 77% of our total staff are completely vaccinated.

•

COVID-19 Related Changes to Police Operations
o At this time, the reports of Police personnel in other local jurisdictions being
diagnosed with COVID-19 has decreased to low levels, with the majority of those
not related to work activity.

o The following COVID-19 related procedures remain in place:

1st Quarter Report 2021
April 22, 2021
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Department wide Memorandum Issued about possible member exposures
and emergency information. (All personnel were polled to make sure that
they had received this information).



Detectives were assigned to specific vehicles as single use vehicles.



K-9 Officers approved for taking cars home to reduce the need to report to
the station to report on-duty (reducing personal contacts in the station).



Temporary Police Operation Guidelines- Coronavirus/COVID-19 were
issued via Memorandum.



Scheduled Time-Off and Training was addressed in a Memorandum. Slight
easing of this directive occurred when we entered the “green phase.” K9
officers and SWAT officers have returned to monthly training, with an
emphasis on social distancing and safe practices. Other training has been
approved for in-person, small group, trainings that can employ social
distancing guidelines.



Lt. Greg Keenan and Sgt. Brian Mack were appointed to handle all
department needs specifically related to the COVID-19 Pandemic. They are
working directly with Fire Marshal Nick Weaver to address not only Police
needs, but all Emergency Service and Township Staff needs.



Chief Ward began to participate in Conference calls for the Eastern
Montgomery County Chiefs of Police. These conference calls continue
every Monday and as needed to address issues.
• Best Practices are discussed.
• Personal Protective Equipment use and supplies are discussed.
• Crime trends
• Dealing with the Court System
• Dealing with Custodial Arrests
• Staffing issues and trends are discussed.



Fire Marshal Nick Weaver, Lt. Greg Keenan and Chief Ward continue to
participate in the Eastern Montgomery County Emergency Management
Zoom Conference calls in reference to COVID-19. These conference calls
continue every other Wednesday and as needed.

•
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The Montgomery County Department of Public Safety has joined these
conferences with County wide information updates.



Lt. Jeff Nowak was appointed the COVID-19 Exposure Control Officer for
the Police Department. Lt. Nowak researched the current best practices and
a Memorandum explaining those practices to our membership was issued.
A tracking form was also developed for all employees in the event of an
exposure.

Civil Unrest and Protests Related to the In-Custody Death in Minneapolis
o The first quarter of 2021 saw very little activity with Civil Unrest in the
Whitemarsh Township area. As the trial of police officers involved in the
Minneapolis Deaths (to include the death of Duante Wright) draws closer, we are
monitoring and preparing for any increase in predictable protest activity.
o Chief Ward continues to meet regularly with Supervisor Drossner to discuss any
issues that may arise.
o On March 2, 2021 Chief Ward and Supervisor Drossner participated in a ZOOM
Meeting with the Colonial-Area Anti-Racism and Social Equity Alliance that was
billed as a “Town Hall Meeting.” The event attracted approximately 50 people and
was more of a question and answer session with the Chief of Police, with very little
interaction between the Chief and the participants.

•

School Activities within Whitemarsh Township:
o We have monitored every school in the Township to be aware of their operational
status. We have been and continue to work with every school to provide the
services necessary for their current and future school plans. We are currently
dealing with completely virtual formats, hybrid formats and in-person formats, but
we are preparing for Colonial’s return to in-person learning on April 12, 2021.
o The Academy In Manayunk (AIM) has informed us that they will be renting the
Girl Scout’s Shelley Ridge Facility (Springfield Township on Manor Road) for their
Senior Class. This facility will allow the Seniors to attend school every day in a
safe, socially distanced, atmosphere as they prepare to complete their high school
years and move on to college.
o It should be noted that the Pedestrian Crosswalk in front of PW High School is
completed, with only the road markings to be completed when the weather permits.
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•

Traffic Safety:
o Be advised that almost all Traffic related activities were curtailed in early March of
2020 due to the COVID-19 Pandemic. Through the first quarter of 2021, these
activities have remained very limited in an attempt to maintain social distancing and
officer health.

•

Public Relations:
o Due to COVID-19 all of the Public Relations events associated with schools from
March through the end of the year had to be postponed or cancelled, with the
exception of Citizen’s Police Academy.. Public Relations events were limited to
dealing with the civil unrest related events and information. With the exception of
CPA.
o Chief Ward continues to work with the Board of Supervisors and the Township
Manager on Public Relations as it relates to the civil unrest and questions about
Policing in Whitemarsh Township.
o Due to the continued restrictions associated with COVID, we have decided to once
again cancel our COP Camp Program for 2021. It is disappointing, but done so out
of an abundance of caution to ensure not only the children participant’s safety, but
also that of the officers that participate in the program. We will return in 2022.
ONGOING

•

Administrative:
o School/Workplace Safety- Sgt. Mack has once again started to receive inquiries
about school and workplace safety presentations and issues. Some of these
inquiries are follow-ups from before the pandemic and others are from folks
looking for guidance and assistance in the “new normal.” I am sure that we will be
working with schools and businesses a lot over the next few months as we try to
figure out what the return to work and school will look like.

•

Investigations:
o Fortunately, there are no new major investigations to report at this time.
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o One point of concern that started to emerge at the end of the 1st Quarter has been
vandalism and criminal mischief to public properties, with Miles Park being the
most common target. Also, as the weather has improved, activity in the parks has
increased, as has the number of issues with teenagers fighting in Miles Park.
o All members of the department will be concentrating their attention on stopping
these issues, especially those that occur in our public parks.
•

Grants:
o DUI Checkpoints- Whitemarsh Township is scheduled to participate in the Eastern
Montgomery County DUI Task Force in 2021. This program consists of DUI
checkpoints that were scheduled in Abington, Springfield, Cheltenham, Lower
Moreland, Upper Moreland, Upper Dublin and Whitemarsh Townships during the
spring and summer, with roving patrols scheduled when grant money is available.
At this time, fully established checkpoints are not being scheduled, but DUI Roving
Patrols will be scheduled during the 2nd Quarter..
o 2021 Aggressive Driver and Buckle-Up-PA Grants- These grants continue to be
administered by Sgt. Michael O’Doherty and the Traffic Safety Unit through-out
the year. Officers are deployed on State Highways and adjoining roads and focus
on aggressive (dangerous) drivers and seatbelt violators. This program will
continue into 2021.

Community Outreach Programs:
•

Senior Assist Program (SAP) - We continue to offer senior residents assistance with
obtaining additional services. Lt. Nowak, Sgt. Brian Mack and Ken Stout coordinate with
senior residents to make sure they are receiving the services they need. Plans are being
formulated to include “special needs” individuals of all ages into this type of program.
_________________

UPCOMING ___________

_________________

Accreditation:
•

We have started the next Accreditation cycle, as we prepare for our sixth Re-Accreditation
in April of 2023.
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Upcoming Events:
•

Preparations for Spring and Summer activities are underway;
o Lt. Greg Keenan has been Nominated to the FBI National Academy in Quantico,
Virginia for the 281 Session, which was delayed by COVID-19. We are waiting to
hear when the National Academy will resume and Lt. Keenan can get re-scheduled
to attend.
o School and business re-opening will be the main focus of our planning.

•

Our Traffic Safety Unit continues to work very closely with the Township Engineers Office
to plan for the impending Intersection Improvement Construction Joshua Road and
Flourtown Road. Traffic Safety has been studying proposed detours and offering guidance
and advice on safer and more efficient detours.

•

The Police Department is assisting with the planning for the traffic signal at Flourtown and
Colonial.

•

The Police Department will be working with the Colonial School District to ensure a
smooth and safe return to school starting in April. We are expecting increased traffic in the
area of the schools, as many parents want their children in school, but not on the buses.

•

Special attention has and will be given to Whitemarsh Elementary due to the construction
in the area for the intersection improvement project and utility work scheduled in the
Emerson Drive neighborhood.

•

Colonial is also researching and planning for events that PW students might be able to
participate in, such as proms, spirit days, Color Wars, based on CDC Guidelines. The
police department will continue to assist in these efforts when we are asked. To include
graduation.

WHITEMARSH TOWNSHIP
To:

Board of Supervisors

From:

RICHARD L. MELLOR, JR., TOWNSHIP MANAGER

Subject:

618 Germantown Pike – Commercial Property
Santander Bank

Date:

April 29, 2021

cc:

Please be advised we were informed earlier this month that Santander Bank will be terminating
their lease early and vacating the premises in November 2021. They will pay the Township for the
remainder of their lease agreement in a lump sum prior to leaving. The Board will be considering
the termination agreement at their May 13th meeting.
This agenda item is to discuss the potential for the space and determine if the Township should
engage a real estate broker to help find a tenant or consider some other use of the space. The
Township receives approximately $83,000 annual in revenue from the lease.

Richard L. Mellor, Jr.
Township Manager
616 Germantown Pike
Lafayette Hill, PA 19444
Phone: 484-594-2601
Email: rmellor@whitemarshtwp.org

MEMORANDUM
TO:

Mr. Richard L. Mellor, Jr. - Township Manager

FROM:

Krista Heinrich, PE-Township Engineer

DATE:

April 29, 2021

RE:

The Reserve at Creekside Intersection Improvements

PROJECT NUMBER:

2021-01015

The following information is provided to summarize the status of the Reserve at Creekside Intersection
Improvements Projects.
As part of the Reserve at Creekside Development, the Township is required to design and construct
improvements to five intersections within 18 months from the first issuance of a building permit (or as soon
as practicable thereafter) in accordance with the approved traffic study and PennDOT regulations. These
intersections are:
• Joshua Road and Flourtown Road
• Joshua Road and Stenton Avenue
• Flourtown Road, Cricket Road and Stenton Avenue
• Militia Hill Road and Stenton Avenue (North)
• Militia Hill Road and Stenton Avenue (South)
The Township received a Green-Light-Go Grant for the Joshua Road/Stenton Avenue intersection in the
amount of $593,312.00 and a 2019 County Transportation Program (CTP) grant for the Joshua
Road/Flourtown Road intersection in the amount of $199,504.00 which will help offset the cost of
construction.
Militia Hill Road and Stenton Avenue (North & South)
The traffic light installation project at the two intersections of Militia Hill Road and Stenton Avenue is
complete and the signals were put into full operation on July 11, 2018.
Stenton Avenue, Flourtown Road & Cricket Road
The Township received the Highway Occupancy Permit for the construction of this intersection on March 30,
2018 and bids were received on April 11, 2018 with James D. Morrissey, Inc. (JDM) as the lowest
responsive bidder at a cost of $2,507,338.90. PECO and Verizon began utility pole relocations the week of
April 9, 2018 and PECO finished the wire relocation to the new poles on July 21, 2018. Relocation of Crown
Castle’s fiber optic cables, Comcast’s communication facilities and Verizon’s facilities are complete. A
PADEP General Permit was issued in May, 2019. Preconstruction meetings were held on April 23rd, 2019
and May 1st, 2019 in order to reinitiate construction activities. JDM began construction on or about May 13th,
2019. On May 26, 2020, PECO completed relocation of gas mains in the fourth and final phase of the work,

65 East Butler Avenue│Suite 100│New Britain, PA 18901│Phone: 215-345-4330│Fax: 215-345-8606
Gilmore & Associates, Inc.
Building on a Foundation of Excellence

Engineering Status Report
The Reserve at Creekside Intersection Improvements

Page 2
April 29, 2021

which would allow JDM to finalize their work. PennDOT has approved a modification to the detour plans to
allow a closure of Stenton Avenue between Joshua Road and Flourtown/W. Valley Green starting August
3rd, 2020. As a result, A Notice to Proceed was issued to JDM on July 22, 2020. A punchlist was issued
November 24, 2020. At the contractor’s request, inspections were performed and a letter recommending
partial release of payment was issued January 25, 2021. A letter providing the contractor with contract
closeout instructions was issued February 5, 2021. Construction is substantially complete, with inspections
having been performed on a daily basis. The contractor is addressing punch list items in advance of
contract closeout.
Joshua Road & Stenton Avenue
The final submission for this intersection was made to PennDOT on April 23, 2018 with all outstanding
issues resolved along with all the required documents that demonstrate the Township now owns the
required rights-of-way and easements. The Township received the PennDOT Highway Occupancy Permit
for construction of these intersection improvements on May 23, 2018. The Department of Public Works
has completed the required tree trimming and removal and PECO, Comcast, and other utilities have
substantially completed utility pole relocations and wire transfers. The Board of Supervisors authorized
bidding of this project June 13, 2019.
Joshua Road & Flourtown Road
The Board of Supervisors Authorized bidding of this project June 13, 2019. The Township received the
PennDOT Highway Occupancy Permit for the construction of this intersection on October 18, 2019.
Bid documents were prepared for the construction work for both the Joshua/Stenton and Joshua/Flourtown
intersections. The bids were opened on January 10, 2020 with Highway Materials, Inc. (HMI) as the lowest
responsive bidder at a cost of $4,231,068.00. On January 22, 2020, the Board of Supervisors authorized
the issuance of a Notice of Intent to Award the bid of $4,231,068.00. A written Contractor Responsibility
Determination, Notice of Award and Notice to Proceed were issued February 24, 2020. A preconstruction
meeting was held on February 25, 2020. The project is currently under construction and inspections of the
project continue on a daily basis. Correspondence from the Department of Community and Economic
Development (DCED) was received indicating that the Governor’s calling for the closure of non-lifesustaining businesses does not appear to require the construction to cease. At the contractor’s request,
inspections were performed and letters recommending partial release of payment were issued January 25,
2021 and February 23, 2021. As of October 26th, HMI has substantially completed the in-road work at
Joshua Road and Stenton Avenue and the intersection is no longer under detour. Construction at the
intersection of Joshua and Flourtown Roads commenced in November, 2020. On May 2, 2021 the full-time
closure of Flourtown Road (from Joshua to Redwood) will commence for approximately 6 weeks. It is
anticipated that the project will be complete in Spring-Summer 2021.
The conditions of the contract documents and the Green-Light-Go Grant required that construction of work
equal to the grant award amount at the intersection of Joshua Road & Stenton Avenue to be complete by
May 15, 2020. The work was completed, invoices were submitted and provided to PennDOT. Grant
reimbursement was approved by PennDOT and issued on 7/13/2020. In total, the Township was issued
$593,312.99 in Green-Light-Go Grant funding
If you have any questions regarding this matter, please do not hesitate to contact me at this office.

WHITEMARSH TOWNSHIP CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT PLAN
2021-2023

Township Building

Township Building Improvements
WTV Upgrades (Franchise Fee Grants)
Sustainable Projects (RF100)
*Township Admin Replacement Windows
Replace Generator Switch
Replace Shingle Roof above Meeting Room

Public Works Facility

Salt Shed Renovation
Central Air with Gas Heat
Salt Brine Equipment
Additional Garage Installation
*Air Conditioning Machine – Fleet

Public Works Equipment

Large Dump Truck
*Pipeline Inspection Camera/Trailer
Leaf Machine (1 per year)
Pickup F-250 4x4 w/Plow (2)
*New Zero Turn Mowers (2)

Cedar Grove Barn

Water Seal Back Wall
Roof Replacement
Cedar Grove Barn Courtyard Wall Repoint
Courtyard Stone, Tables

Miles Park Building (4021 Joshua Road)
Exterior Repair to Wall to Prevent Leaks
Install ADA Bathrooms
*Exterior Stucco Replacement

Koontz Park

*Replace Main Steel Door
Install Backup Generator
*Replace Fire Alarm System

Total BUDGET

2020 Actual

2021

2022

2023

$30,000
$30,000
$30,000
$60,000
$40,000
$40,000

$10,000

$10,000
$30,000
$10,000
$20,000
$40,000

$10,000

$10,000

$10,000
$20,000

$10,000
$20,000

$25,000
$15,000
$25,000
$18,000
$10,000

$13,800

$20,500

$15,000
$25,000
$10,000

$290,000
$40,000
$186,000
$78,000
$11,000

$39,764
$29,996

$10,000
$50,000
$15,000
$10,000

$40,000
$60,000
$39,000
$11,000

$10,000

$10,000
$30,000
$40,000

$7,744

$13,000
$15,500
$12,500

$18,000

$148,000

$142,000

$62,000

$64,000
$39,000

$50,000
$15,000
$10,000

$10,000

$13,000

$30,000
$40,000

$15,500

$12,500

Parks and Park Equipment

Miles Park Field/Stormwater Improvement
DCNR Grant Match – ADA Pathways
Koontz Park – Playground Resurfacing
*Miles Park – Basketball Court Resurfacing
*Replace park structures

$136,000

$136,488

$10,000
$180,000
$60,000

$15,000
1

$180,000
$20,000

$10,000
$20,000

$20,000
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Parks and Park Equipment (con’t)
Wells St. Open Space Parking Lot
Wells St. Open Space – Footbridge
*Replace Pavilion Roof – Miles Park
ADA Play structures – Various Playgrounds
PECO Trail – Feasibility/Plan w/DCED grant
*New Township Sign Board
John Deere Utility Vehicle
Miles Park Fencing and Dugout Roofs

Police

2020 Actual

Total BUDGET

$64,000
$35,000
$15,000
$75,000
$10,000
$60,000
$14,000
$40,000

$64,000

$5,800

$10,000
$60,000

$40,153

$76,000
$22,000
$16,500

*Body Worn Cameras
Canine
*Variable Message Board

2021

$76,000
$16,500

2022

2023

$35,000
$15,000
$25,000

$50,000

$14,000

$22,000

Building and Codes
Emergency Management
Radio’s (Police/Fire/Ambulance)

Planning/Zoning

Comprehensive Plan Update
*Washington Street Feasibility Study
*Zoning Update

$144,800

$144,800

$10,000
$32,000
$30,000

$10,000

$5,600,000
$100,000
$75,000
$780,000
$45,000

$2,800,000
$128,900

$16,000
$30,000

$16,000

Infrastructure Projects

Germantown Pike Streetscape Project
(including engineering)
Creekside Traffic Improvements
Germantown Pk/Flourtown Rd Safety Signals
Library Parking Lot Expansion
*Westaway Stormwater Project
*Pine Tree Outfall Project

$780,000
$45,000

TOTALS
*NEW ITEM

2021-2023 Total CIP

$2,800,000
$100,000

$3,402,945

$4,540,500

$505,500

$447,500

$347,885
$2,928,900
$53,760

$680,500
$3,680,000
$150,000

$295,500

$202,500

$210,000

$245,000

$5,493,500

Revenues

Capital Reserve
Bank Loan/2018 Bond Issue
Equipment Reserve
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Cable Franchise Fee Grant
EMS and Fire Radio Reimbursement

$72,400

$30,000

Capital Plan Notes
•

Departments have provided descriptions of the capital requests as needed which are
attached.

•

The rainy day fund represents approximately 16% ($3,206,624) of our general fund
budget which is well over the best practice standard percentage.

•

The 2020 work budget was set to transfer $687,160 to the Capital Reserve Fund.
However, we are proposing to transfer $500,000 with the remainder used to help
balance the 2021 budget. At this time no the Capital Reserve Fund transfer is projected
for 2021. That said, if we have additional positive variances in revenues and
expenditures in 2020 we could see funds be considered for the Capital Reserve Fund in
2021.

•

New items with an asterisk (*) are new to the capital plan. Each Department Head
provided a description in the budget memo explaining the need for the item.

•

Items listed under as infrastructure projects will be applied to the 2014 bank loan and
2018 bond issue. They majority of these costs are associated with the intersection
improvements in conjunction with the Creekside development.

•

Equipment Reserve – we continue the practice of transferring unused expenditures in
the Public Works General Fund account, capital outlay (01430 500742) to purchase a
vehicles and equipment.
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To:

Richard Mellor, Township Manager

From:

Thomas Blomstrom, Director of Parks and Recreation

Subject:

Recommendation for Cancellation of the 2021 4th of July Parade

Date:

May 6, 2021

CC:
It is with great regret that the leadership of the Whitemarsh Township 4th of July Parade Executive Committee has made the
unanimous decision to recommend cancelling the 2021 Parade.
The 4th of July Parade Executive Committee leadership included – Emergency Management Coordinator/Fire Marshall
(Nick Weaver), Police (Chief Ward, Lt. Nowak, and Lt. Keenan), Spring Mill Fire Company (Chief Bob Shoemaker, Jr.),
Barren Hill Fire Company (Chief Chris Schwartz and Deputy Chief Renard Rose), Lions Club of Whitemarsh (Joe Moore),
Business Sponsor (Bill Green), Parks and Recreation Board (Vice-Chair Tom Manley) and Parks and Recreation
Department Staff (Tom Blomstrom and Jon Walker).
The 4th of July Parade Executive Committee held a Zoom call on Tuesday, April 27th at 8am. The above attendees carefully
discussed the viability of operating the 2021 4th of July Parade given COVID CDC regulations and the current changing
guidelines. It was determined unanimously to recommend cancelling the 2021 4th of July Parade given the current available
information and COVID guidelines, and out of an abundance of caution for public safety.
In addition, on Friday, April 16th, the Department spoke with the Montgomery County Office of Public Health – Anita
Capone Weil, Environmental Health Specialist, regarding Special Events in Montgomery County and the Whitemarsh
Township 4th of July Parade. She directed that all CDC Guidelines would need to be followed and enforced for the event to
take place. This included masks, social distancing, and all required sanitizations. She noted that large event gatherings are
currently at 250 people in attendance. She commented that it is rapidly changing and may increase to 500 by the time for
the parade. She was not sure how we could operate a mass parade gathering safely with enforcement given the structure and
numbers for our Whitemarsh event.
Also, the Department has spoken to Peter Erndwein, Risk Senior Manager, from DVIT (Township Insurance Carrier) to
review Special Events and operations and received guidance only to proceed with full COVID compliance and caution.
Furthermore, the Department and Committee had been closely and carefully monitoring the fluid situation and those of
surrounding communities in the region that hold special events in the summer and for the 4th of July holiday. The
overwhelming majority of those Townships and Boroughs have chosen to cancel given the CDC and COVID parameters.
In addition, the health and safety of our residents, participants, sponsors, vendors, entertainers, volunteers, and staff was a
priority in making this difficult decision. The Committee noted that even after immunizations have increased and current
CDC public guidance protocols relax; many of our fellow citizens will be reluctant to subject themselves to large crowds in
the immediate future and may create community conflict.
The 4th of July Parade Executive Committee and Department make this recommendation at this time given timelines
including the need to make immediate PADOT road closure permit requests and the contractual windows for the
cancellation of entertainment and the ability to receive refunds.
We look forward to hosting the event on the 4th of July in 2022.
Please let me know if you have any further questions and thank you for your consideration.
Best, Tom B.
Thomas Blomstrom
Director of Parks and Recreation
2391 Harts Lane
Lafayette Hill, PA 19444
Phone: 610-828-7276 x 2401
Email: Tblomstrom@whitemarshtwp.org

