WHITEMARSH TOWNSHIP
ENVIRONMENTAL ADVISORY BOARD
MEETING AGENDA
MONDAY, July 19, 2021 (Zoom Meeting)
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82712086293?pwd=T0xaeEtlWksweWgxSkVmb251bUVUdz09

7:00 P.M.
MEMBERS:
__ LITZINGER-DRAYTON __GEASLAND __ HARRIS __ TONE __ SHREERO __ HERITAGE __ KABNICK
LIAISONS:

___ HALBOM, Staff ___ DROSSNER, BOS

1. CALL TO ORDER
2. ANNOUNCEMENTS
a. Updated from steering committee members.
b. Update from Chair Shreero regarding a local EAC meeting.
3. OLD BUSINESS
a. Working Groups Updates –
i. Land Stewardship
ii. WRET (Whitemarsh Renewable Energy Transition)
iii. Education
b. Energy Audit Implementation Plan Update – The Township is awaiting the return of a
quote to retrofit our electric control panel at the township/police building.
c. Business Recognition Program Update
d. Township Day Preparations – The EAB will finalize a theme for Township Day (September
18th)
e. Basin Study Kick-off – Three members of the EAB hosted Natural Lands Trust for a walk
through of McCarthy Basin. Also in attendance were the Township Engineer, Asst.
Township Manager, and Public Works Director. The EAB will discuss the site meeting.
4. NEW BUSINESS
5. APPROVAL OF THE MAY MEETING MINUTES
6. PUBLIC COMMENTS
7. Next Meeting Date: September 20, 2021
8. ADJOURNMENT

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION INFORMATION
1. Public meetings of the EAB shall follow a prescribed agenda, which will be available
to the general public two days preceding the meeting.
2. The EAB will entertain Public Comment at the end of each specific action items
during the meeting, at the discretion of the Chair. Individuals must advise the Chair
of their desire to offer such comment.
3. A Public Comment period will be provided at the conclusion of a meeting for input on any
subject.
4. The Board Chair shall preside over Public Comments and may within their
discretion:
a.
Recognize individuals wishing to offer comment.
b. Require identification of such persons.
c.
Allocate total available Public Comment time among all individuals wishing to
comment.
d. Allocate up to a five (5) minute maximum for each individual to offer Public
Comment at a meeting.
e.
Rule out of order scandalous, impertinent and redundant comment or any
comment the discernible purpose of which is to disrupt or prevent the conduct
of the business of the meeting including the questioning of, or polling of, or
debating with, individual members of the Board.

WHITEMARSH TOWNSHIP
ENVIRONMENTAL ADVISORY BOARD
MEETING MINUTES
MONDAY, May 17, 2021 (Zoom Meeting)
7:00 P.M.
MEMBERS PRESENT:
LITZINGER-DRAYTON, GEASLAND, HARRIS, TONE, SHREERO, HERITAGE, KABNICK
LIAISONS:

_X_ HALBOM, Staff __ DROSSNER, BOS

1. CALL TO ORDER: 7:00PM
2. ANNOUNCEMENTS
a. Chair Shreero updated the meeting between Board Chairs which was held on Earth Day.
She mentioned that all Board Chairs present agreed that communications between Boards
and Commissions could be improved upon. The MCAB Chair, Ryan Hurley, offered the
assistance of the MCAB board with external communications, specifically.
Debra Harris offered her support of the meeting and efforts to collaborate.
b. Steering Committee Members will provide updates.
Debra Harris began by mentioning the Spring Mill Station committee has not yet met but
will be focusing on the riverfront. She is also a public attendee of the Miracle Nature Trail,
which ends at Spring Mill.
Chair Shreero stated that the Miracle Nature Trail has met once. Most public attendees
appeared to be residents who live near the proposed trail. There will be a public walk of
the proposed trail in the coming weeks.
Karen Kabnick asked what sort of nature components were being discussed. Chair
Shreero replied that educational themed components were being discussed, but that
details were still undecided. Debra offered that some discussion included use of plantings
and pollinator gardens. The committee also discussed limits of the sites caused by the
surrounding overhead power lines. ADA compliance and access was also discussed, given
the topography around Spring Mill.
Gordon provided that the Zoning Steering Committee had met, but he was unable to
attend the meeting. He offered some historical context of the Spring Mill area, and its use
by children for winter activities. He supported its potential improvement.
3. OLD BUSINESS
a. Working Groups Updates –
i. Land Stewardship – Debra offered that many members have been busy with
other projects. She congratulated Gordon for the posting of the littering signs

which was one of their project objectives. The LS Group is still working on some
coordinated efforts with the Shade Tree Commission to plant trees.
ii. WRET (Whitemarsh Renewable Energy Transition) – Chair Shreero shared that
the WRET team last met about two weeks ago. They are working on education
and community engagement. Leia, Deb, and Jim have been working on keeping
environmental education understandable for the layperson. They are working on
an engagement plan now.
iii. Education – Lisa shared a social media plan for the year and discussed some of
the highlights to come. They included energy efficiency tips, benefits of native
plants and trees, leaf management, and buying local.
Karen Kabnick asked if composting was a topic that would be added. Lisa
responded that they have shared a county resource for compost bins and rain
barrels, but they would be happy to do more.
Chair Shreero asked if the EAB wanted to use some township funding to give
away rain barrels of composters at Township Day. Debra Harris offered that it
may not be the best use of funds and a focus on education might be more widely
impactful. Karen Kabnick shared that a compost bin also was not necessary to
compost.
The EAB also discussed Instagram contests, but decided the efforts were overly
complex for this effort. Karen Kabnick asked if the EAB had a space where
trainings for the community could take place. Chair Shreero reminded everyone
that the Whitemarsh Foundation had offered use of their space for training.
Tam Paulits of Edmonds Road shared some of her experience with rain barrels at Koontz Park.
She also shared that the township used to host educational series that included training
before folks used rain barrels or composters.
The EAB discussed the Tree Giveaway program being piloted through the Shade
Tree Commission. The EAB recommended Sean speak with Whitpain Township
who has been hosting an annual tree giveaway for many years. Sean responded
that he had spoken with his counterpart at Whitpain and they have an
outstanding giveaway program that we can hopefully emulate.
b. Energy Audit Implementation Plan Update – Sean reviewed a meeting with an HVAC
vendor regarding the HVAC projects described in the energy audit. Unfortunately, it
appears the actual cost of the projects is much higher than anticipated, and the average
return would be lower than forecasted. This had to do with many realities surrounding the
age and lifespan of interconnected parts of the building’s current HVAC system.
Sean went on the explain that one new opportunity was identified. The building’s control
system for the HVAC system is old, outdated, and proprietary. Public Works has a difficult
time controlling temperature settings with this unit, so we feel that replacing it will give us
better control of the building’s heat and air conditioning, leading to energy savings. A
detailed quote for this work is processing at this time.

Sean responded that all inside LED bulbs have now been installed. He stated that potential
funds available through the American Rescue Plan may be able to replace the Admin
Building windows, which were slated to be replaced over the next several years. This may
make it possible to replace all windows at once, leading to energy savings.
Karen Kabnick asked Sean if he knew if the township was paying for renewable energy for
our buildings. Sean replied that the township’s current energy contract draws
approximately 18% of the energy from renewable sources. Sean mentioned there is about
a year remaining on that contract that that the township controls the specifications. Sean
provided that he is working with the Finance Director to see where the current rates were
and if it would make sense to possibly switch sooner.
c. Business Recognition Program Update – Karen has shared a draft among the EAB
members for the recognition program. It is straight forward and broad enough to allow
many different types of businesses to participate. Gordon commented that there is a great
diversity of businesses locally and it is good to recognize a variety of efforts, including
more practical and affordable options.
The EAB discussed the application form for the business incentive program. Sean replied
that the website could be used for the form and submissions and the township could also
assist with advertising. Gordon voiced support for use of the website and the weekly to
reach audiences who do not use social media. Lisa discussed a stepped process for sharing
advertising the form through various mediums.
d. Township Day Preparations – Township Day is scheduled for Saturday, September 18 th.
EAB discussed that July would be the final meeting prior to the event. EAB had previously
discussed “trees” as a broad theme for this year. Debra mentioned the LS group would like
to advertise ways folks can improve their own yards to address invasive species and pests.
Gordon suggested pollution of waterways as another possible topic, specifically lawn
chemicals and their negative impact on waterways.
Karen voiced support for Gordon’s comments and shared the “no-mow” approach that is
catching on. The EAB discussed lawn maintenance practices that are common, but not
environmentally friendly. Debra Harris offered to contact the Shade Tree Commission for
possible collaboration.
4. NEW BUSINESS
The hybrid police cruisers logos have arrived.
5. APPROVAL OF THE MARCH MEETING MINUTES (HELD ON FEB 1, 2021)
Tam Paulits was asked if she could repeat her comments from the January meeting which were
lost to a recording issue. Tam replied that she had asked about how open space money was
used, and if it were possible to set aside money for specific types of plantings. She recalled her
question was answered during the discussion, but it was not possible per her recollection.
The members present at the July meeting consisted of Jim, Gordon, Lisa, Debra, and Chair
Shreero. Debra H. motioned to approve the minutes, Gordon seconded. The motion passed 50.

The March meeting minutes were motioned for approval by Karen, seconded by Gordon, and
passed 7-0.
6. PUBLIC COMMENTS
Tam Paulits commented support for the programs being discussed at the meeting. She
encouraged participation in the greenhouse group at Koontz Park, and asked that EAB keep ideas
coming. She encouraged promoting the gardens at Koontz Park.
Karen Kabnick responded that she saw potential for collaboration with the Greenhouse group
and EAB’s educational efforts with residents.
7. Next Meeting Date: July 19, 2021
8. ADJOURNMENT Gordon motioned to adjourn, Jim seconded. The motion passed unanimously
and the meeting adjourned at 8:01PM

