WHITEMARSH TOWNSHIP
OPEN SPACE COMMITTEE MEETING (VIRTUAL – ZOOM)
WEDNESDAY, JULY 27th AT 7:00 PM
The Whitemarsh Township Open Space Committee will meet Wednesday, July 27th, 2022 at
7:00 p.m. The meeting will be conducted on Zoom.
Whitemarsh Parks & Recreation is inviting you to a scheduled Zoom meeting.
Topic: OSC July 2022 Meeting
Time: Jul 27, 2022 07:00 PM Eastern Time (US and Canada)
Join Zoom Meeting
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/8968645453?pwd=WE5vQVVlODJRaHNhRzBlZnRKdnY2UT09
Meeting ID: 896 864 5453
Passcode: 876538
One tap mobile
+16469313860,,8968645453#,,,,*876538# US
+13017158592,,8968645453#,,,,*876538# US (Washington DC)
Dial by your location
+1 646 931 3860 US
+1 301 715 8592 US (Washington DC)
+1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago)
+1 646 558 8656 US (New York)
+1 720 707 2699 US (Denver)
+1 253 215 8782 US (Tacoma)
+1 346 248 7799 US (Houston)
+1 669 444 9171 US
Meeting ID: 896 864 5453
Passcode: 876538
Find your local number: https://us06web.zoom.us/u/kd8WnZm04H
Public comment will be accepted via the Zoom chat button during the meeting. You will need to
provide your name and address for the record.
In-person viewing and comment available at Koontz Park Building – 2391 Harts Lane, Lafayette
Hill, PA 19444.
1. CALL TO ORDER

_____HOWARD____ KAUFMAN ____ LANE
____MAHONEY_____MALLOY____ MOULTON

BOS LIAISON: ____BOYLE-NESTER TOWNSHIP STAFF: ____BLOMSTROM (PR)
_____MOORE (ZOOM/MINUTES)
2. ANNOUNCEMENTS
3. UPDATED 2022 OPEN SPACE COMMITTEE CONTACT LIST
4. APPROVAL OF THE WEDNESDAY, APRIL 27th, 2022, MEETING MINUTES
5. OPEN SPACE FUND (OSF) REPORT – KEVIN BARRON

6. OPEN SPACE COMMITTEE - SUB-COMMITTEE REPORTS
a. OSC-EAB-PR Mutual Interests Subcommittee Update – Plans Update – Chris
Lane/Steve Malloy

i. Update on updating/combining the Open Space, PR, Greenway, and Ped.-Trail
Plans

b. Zoning Ordinance Steering Committee Update – Steve Kaufman
7. UPDATES

a. Abolition Hall – Corson Tract Property

8. REVIEW AND APPROVAL OF OPEN SPACE PRESERVATION SIGNAGE
9. 6000 BLOCK OF SHEAFF LANE – HUGH MOULTON
10. PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD
11. BOARD MEMBER COMMENTS
12. ADJOURNMENT
NEXT MEETING: Wednesday, October 26th, 2022, at 7pm at Format TBD
For additional inquiries or confirmation - Whitemarsh Township Website: https://www.whitemarshtwp.org/agendacenter

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION INFORMATION
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

Public meetings of the Board shall follow a prescribed agenda, which will be available to the general public the Friday preceding the
meeting.
If members of the public wish the Board to address a specific item at a public meeting, a written request to the Township Manager shall be
submitted by noon on Friday of the week before the meeting. The written request shall specify the item or items the individual desires to
be addressed.
The Board may consider other matters for the agenda as they see fit.
The Board will entertain Public Comment at the conclusion of the discussion of the item and prior to specific action on the item during the
meeting, at the discretion of the Chair. Individuals must advise the Chair of their desire to offer such comment.
A Public Comment period will be provided at the conclusion of a meeting for input on any new subject.
The Board Chair shall preside over Public Comments and may within their discretion:
a.
Recognize individuals wishing to offer comment.
b.
Require identification of such persons.
c.
Allocate total available Public Comment time among all individuals wishing to comment.
d.
Allocate up to a five (5) minute maximum for each individual to offer Public Comment at a meeting, Township
Staff shall time comments and shall announce, “one minute remaining” and “time expired” to the Chair.
e.
Rule out of order scandalous, impertinent, and redundant comment or any comment the discernible purpose of
which is to disrupt or prevent the conduct of the business of the meeting including the questioning of, or polling of, or debating with,
individual members of the Board.

Open Space Committee - (Updated – April 20, 2022)
(3-Year Appointment)
Meetings 4th Wednesday 7:00 PM
(January, April, July, and October)
Beth Howard
38 Pear Tree Lane
Lafayette Hill, PA 19444
(H) 484-432-0152
beth.a.howard@icloud.com

12/31/2022

Stephen J. Kaufman, Chair
644 Harts Ridge Road
Conshohocken, PA 19428
(H) 610-941-9886 (W) 215-564-6004
sjkaufman@comcast.net

12/31/2023

Christopher L. Lane, Vice-Chair
32 Copper Beech Drive
Lafayette Hill, PA 19444
(H) 610-834-4349 (W) 267-241-4668
philalanes7@gmail.com

12/31/2022

James Mahoney
4016 Westaway Drive
Lafayette Hill, PA 19444
(H) 610-828-2441 (W) 610-389-1628
neighborhoodcpa@comcast.net

12/31/2023

Stephen Malloy
7028 Lafayette Avenue
Fort Washington, PA 19034
(H) 203-218-6053
stephen.f.malloy@gmail.com

12/31/2024

Hugh G. Moulton
12/31/2023
4107 Angus Way
Lafayette Hill, PA 19444
(H) 215-836-4372 (FL) 941-964-1539 (MA) 508-945-3483
hgmoulton@att.net
VANCANCY

12/31/2024

Laura Boyle Nester (Board of Supervisor Liaison)
4047 South Warner Road
Lafayette Hill, PA 19444
(C) 610-329-9282
lbnester@whitemarshtwp.org

Thomas Blomstrom (Staff Liaison)
2391 Harts Lane
Lafayette Hill, PA 19444
(W) 610-828-7276 x2410
(C) 610-420-9830
tblomstrom@whitemarshtwp.org

WHITEMARSH TOWNSHIP
OPEN SPACE COMMITTEE MEETING
VIRTUAL MEETING – ZOOM
WEDNESDAY, APRIL 27th AT 7:00 PM
The Whitemarsh Township Open Space Committee Meeting was held on Wednesday, April 27th, 2022, at
7:00 PM. The meeting was held virtually via Zoom.
COMMITTEE MEMBERS PRESENT:
Steve Kaufman, Chris Lane, Hugh Moulton, Steve Malloy, and Beth Howard
BOS LIAISON PRESENT:
Laura Boyle Nester
TWP. STAFF PRESENT:
Tom Blomstrom (P&R), Robert Vandegrift (P&R – Minutes), Kevin Barron (Finance)
ABSENT
Jim Mahoney
ALSO PRESENT:
Sydelle Zove (Public), Ed Shinn (Public), Seth Staples (Public) and Debra Harris (Public)
1. CALL TO ORDER
a. The Whitemarsh Township Open Space Committee Meeting was called to order on
Wednesday, April 27th, 2022, at 7:01pm, by Steve Kaufman.
2. ANNOUNCEMENTS
a. Welcome Beth Howard – term expires 12-31-22
i. Beth thanked the board for the welcome and began her introduction by informing
the committee that she and her husband have resided in the Township for 25 years
and have raised their daughter here for 16 years. They enjoy the environment of the
Township. She has been involved in the pharmaceutical industry over the last 20
years and looks forward to using her experience and solving strategic problems.
b. Vacancy – One (1) vacant position on the Open Space Committee.
c. Sunshine Act Changes Document
i. Tom Blomstrom recalled that Steve Kaufman asked to include the Sunshine Act
Changes Document for the committee’s review and it was provided.
3. UPDATED 2022 OPEN SPACE COMMITTEE CONTACT LIST
a. Tom Blomstrom included an updated contact list in the agenda. Any further updates will be
added to the list for distribution at the next meeting.
4. APPROVAL OF THE WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 26th, 2022, MEETING MINUTES
a. Chris Lane moved to approve the January 26th minutes as submitted. The motion was seconded
by Steve Malloy. Unanimously approved.
5. OPEN SPACE FUND (OSF) REPORT – Kevin Barron, Director of Finance
a. Steve Kaufman complimented Kevin Barron on his in-depth reports.

b. Kevin Barron recapped the report and his updates. As of March 31st, there is $10,889,046 in the
Open Space fund. Recent year to year variations in EIT revenue have occurred due to a change in
when revenues are recognized . For example, 2021 EIT taxes are not fully collected and
recognized as revenue until early 2022. Page 2 covered the expenses over the years and there
has been just over $5,000 spent in 2022. Page 3 is the Open Space revenues, which included
$27,000,000 Earned Income Tax, $12,000,000 loan proceeds, and more. Page 4 is the open
space expenditures graph. Page 5 is the real estate purchases from inception in 2006, on which
the Township has spent $19.89 million. Page 6 is the main expenses. Page 7 is the Open Space
debt service.
c. Chris Lane asked Kevin about the Haub property, and the Abolition Hall property being reflected
on the 2022 report for the anticipated expenditures on the report. Kevin confirmed they are not
yet on the report as the Haub property just settled a few days prior and not in time for the
report, but that it was a $817,000 purchase.
d. Hugh Moulton asked about the Abolition Hall purchase being reflected, the cost to the
Township, and the total amount in the fund. Kevin Barron stated it would cost about $2 million
for the Township and that the balance in the fund would be at about $8 million once the Haub
and Abolition Hall purchases are finalized.
e. Hugh Moulton believes the group should be more aggressive in property purchases.
f. A conversation occurred regarding whether Act 153 money was used in 2006 to purchase 2391
Harts Ln.
g. Steve Kaufman discussed the potential need to use Open Space funds on the rehabilitation of
the structures at Abolition Hall, and potential borrowing capacity generated by the EIT revenue
stream. Kevin Barron explained that you can’t just borrow to borrow, that there needs to be a
specific transaction/transactions in mind. Hugh Moulton clarified that he believes that wasn’t
what Steve was referencing, rather that if a big opportunity were to present itself, that the
group could be more aggressive with the borrowing power.
6. OPEN SPACE COMMITTEE - SUB-COMMITTEE REPORTS
a. Update on Notice to Real Estate Advisors – Tom Blomstrom
i. Real Estate advisors received notice. They went out and the goal has been
accomplished.
ii. Chris Lane inquired if there were any responses. Tom confirmed that there were
3-4 responses that said thank you and to keep them in mind for any appraisal
opportunities.
b. OSC-EAB-PR Mutual Interests Subcommittee Update – Chris Lane/Steve Malloy
i. Chris Lane discussed the group meeting on April 11th. They discussed enhancing
trail connectivity, updating the Open Space Plan, Parks and Recreation Plan, and
Greenways Plan at the same time with the same consultant. The group would
be open to it and are contemplating taking that to the Board of Supervisors.
Chris Lane asked Tom if he wanted to elaborate on the item.
ii. Tom stated all the plans are “at maturity” due to their age. All three groups go
hand in hand, so updating all together makes sense. Tom’s suggestion was to
make the documents one singular document, rather than three separate plans.
Specifically, as they are extremely similar documents and it makes sense to
combine. Next steps would be to have the sub-committee formulate a plan.
iii. Hugh Moulton recommended to update the pedestrian and bike plan
formulated in 2009.
iv. Beth Howard asked what the Greenways Plan is. Tom Blomstrom explained that
there are greenways in the township that typically include a stream or tributary,

with green wooded areas backing up to it. Hugh Moulton followed up by stating
the plan is on the Township website.
v. Hugh Moulton asked what motivated the creation of the Greenways plan. Steve
thinks that it was made due to the greenways being a popular concept at the
time, but believes that it could be folded into the Open Space Plan. Tom
concurred with this statement. Hugh Moulton asked whether the Greenway
Plan would be needed with the similarity to the other plans.
vi. Sydelle Zove of Harts Ridge Road asked about the Greenway Plan. She was
confused about whether the greenways are publicly owned/privately owned
land, eased land, accessible land? Hugh Moulton stated that after review today,
it seems it is all lands. He recommended that it should be added to the Open
Space plan.
vii. Chris Lane thinks the sub-committee should analyze the overlap. Tom
Blomstrom thinks the sub-committee needs to meet and prepare a plan prior to
moving forward into the fray. Hugh Moulton believes there might be another
issue involved, in using Open Space money for the consultant. Tom Blomstrom
elaborated all boards would need to be in for the plan to move forward. Steve
stated that the next step would be to form a sub-committee, then present it to
each board for approval. Chris Lane worried that none in the group would not
be able to estimate the cost of the project and that it would need to be put out
for bid. Tom Blomstrom stated that he believes the group could get estimates
from groups in similar situations or be able to bring it to a consultant for an
estimate.
viii. Chris Lane asked if the OSC would be open to maintaining the same personnel
from this sub-committee to act on the plan together.
ix. Hugh Moulton asked if the sub-committee would prepare a report that would
then go to the constituent committees.
x. Debra Harris asked if the sub-committee would be able to be opened up to the
public to get their input as well. Tom answered that is a few steps down the
road, but certainly a part of the process. He then detailed the process in full.
c. Spring Mill Area Study Committee Update – Chris Lane
i. Chris Lane said the study is mostly done. The committee had the sixth and final
meeting, took the final report to the Planning Commission on Monday, and will
take their recommendation to the Conshohocken Borough Council on June 1st
and to the Whitemarsh BOS on June 9th. Once approved at all levels, it then
depends on both municipalities how they want to prioritize those
recommendations. Once available to the public, Chris will share with everyone
in group.
d. Zoning Ordinance Steering Committee Update – Steve Kaufman
i. Steve Kaufman noted that the draft cluster ordinance was presented to the
Planning Committee in late April. At least 50% of any development tract over
fifteen acres must be set aside as permanent open space. Developers present
asserted that the draft violated the 14th amendment (“taking”). Neighbors of the
proposed development at 7111 Sheaff Lane expressed concern about the small
lot size required by the draft. The group is currently in hiatus as consultants
work through the details and the language.
7. UPDATES
a. Highlands Mansion

i. Hugh Moulton stated the transaction closed on December 10th, 2021. No money
has been spent yet and won’t be until there is a definitive plan. Everything has
been going well so far, and Hugh believes it has been a win-win for the
Township and the Highlands. Tom Blomstrom asked if the board wants him to
leave it in future agendas due to its closing. Hugh said to take it off unless an
issue arises.
b. Abolition Hall – Corson Tract Property
i. Tom Blomstrom stated there haven’t been any updates outside of a two-month
extension starting this month. Hugh asked when they plan on closing. Tom
stated there was nothing to report. Hugh asked what the necessity of the
extension is. Kevin Barron answered that it’s to allow the donor more time to
wrap everything up. Laura elaborated as well, stating that the agreement of sale
was for the year, which was up in April and the extension is for the donor. Hugh
asked if Laura is confident in the property closing, and she confirmed that she
does believe that it will.
c. Haub Property
i. Tom – Haub closed this weekend. 2.71 acres for $817,000.
ii. Sydelle Zove asked about the residence on the Haub property, and if the
intention is to demolish the house? Laura said there’s no solid answer to that
question yet. Sydelle followed up by asking, if the property is demolished, would
the costs be pulled from the Open Space Fund. Laura reiterated the lack of
answer still. Sydelle followed up with a question about plans for the property in
respect to the various sinkholes, some of which contain aquatic life. Laura
reiterated that due to the recent closing on the property, there isn’t much to
report or that she is privy to share.
8. DISCUSSION OF 7111 SHEAFF LANE – OPEN SPACE OPPORTUNITY – EDMOND SHINN
a. Edmond Shinn shared his screen for the property. He highlighted the Open Spaces at Highlands
and Willow Lake Farm, and discussed the trails at Willow Lake Farms and the passive recreation
there. The area between Highlands and Dorsam Way is an important area, due to the fact it can
create continuity between the Highlands and Willow Lake Farm. A few visits to the Highlands
and the gardens leave the public looking for other areas to explore. The Sheaff Lane opportunity
gives the public a way to access the Willow Farms from the Highlands property. Ed believes this
request aligns with the Township’s priorities and will benefit the future residents. He asked the
committee to recommend the Board of Supervisors to engage with Paone and Goodman.
b. Hugh Moulton asked how much land they would be talking about. Ed depicted the area being
protected under the current open space zoning ordinance and the portion by Skippack Pike. He
stated that the group should focus on the plot of land by Skippack Pike and as needed include
the area along the Highlands property. Hugh asked if it would be a fee purchase, an easement,
and/or a trail? Ed stated that he would recommend a fee acquisition.
c. Steve Malloy asked what the idea is behind the location of the proposed purchase area as
opposed to the northeast side of the property. Ed elaborated on the purchase possibilities of
being on Dorsam Way or the proposed development property.
d. Hugh asked if there was any potential private money that could go into the purchase that the
Township could match. Ed answered that a fundraising event could be used akin to the
Wissahickon Trails purchases. Ed also stated the possibility of a private buyer purchasing,
especially if there’s the idea that Open Space funds may also be used towards purchase. Ed
believes that the residents around this area are very invested in keeping it as natural as possible.
Steve Kaufman wondered if it was too much of a leap to do the fundraising and have a 1:1
match. Ed answered that in his perfect scenario, Open Space would come in with $1 million or a

e.
f.

g.

h.
i.

j.

k.

l.

m.

million and a half of funding for six acres, then private funding could come in with another $10
million for a conservation/no build purchase. This would leave the mansion for use of the
private buyer.
Steve asked about acreage involved along Skippack Pike. Ed stated that he doesn’t have the
information at hand and can request it. Hugh believes that it would be about 4-5 acres max
including the hashed area bordering the Highlands property, and Ed agreed.
Chris Lane asked about the plans, as they refer to preserved Open Space and parking spots, but
he’s unsure of where that is. Ed followed up this question by showing the group the By-Right
plan that was submitted containing more houses and lower lot sizes. Utilizing this information,
Ed alludes to the fact that there could be a mutually beneficial solution between the Township
and the builders. Steve Kaufmann elaborated further on some of the zoning pieces regarding the
open space in the plan.
Steve Kaufman asked for Ed to state what recommendation he is seeking from the committee
prior to having the group state their thoughts on the merits of the discussion. Ed is asking that
the committee makes a motion to request the Board of Supervisors to enter in discussions with
the developers regarding 7111 Sheaff Lane and an open space, fee acquisition to the land for
public use.
Hugh asks what goals Ed has with this proposal, whether it’s protect open space or to reduce
density, and which is the most important. Ed replied that it’s always open space, but that
Whitemarsh is unique due to low taxes and open space.
Laura Boyle Nester asked what involvement with the Township Ed would be looking for if the
purchase went through. Ed clarified that he is just hoping for the Township to provide this
opportunity. He imagines that the Highlands Historical Society would take title, as they have
direct access.
Hugh stated that he believes a deal could be put together and negotiated without the
Township’s involvement, until a deal is in place and ready for approval. The potential deal would
then be presented to the Township to see what their involvement would be. It would also hinge
on the property owners on Dorsam Way approving to have a trail constructed to provide access
from the purchased area to Willow Lake Farm.
Chris Lane likes the proposal. Says the Willow Lake Farm trails are beautiful and you’re in
another world when on those trails. Beth Howard concurred with Chris Lane’s statements and
believes creating a connection between the purchase and the Willow Lake Farms is a necessity.
Steve Malloy also agreed with Chris Lane’s statements and urged Ed’s group to push forward
and include as much property as possible as there isn’t much space remaining in the Township.
Hugh Moulton and Steve Kaufman both also support the idea. Steve asked Ed what parameters
he needs from the group to move forward to the discussion table.
Steve Kaufman directed the topic to Laura Boyle Nester and her thoughts on the discussion.
Laura proposed that the public provide their feedback. Debra Harris pointed out that public
access is big in terms of use of Open Space Funds. She would be supportive of the purchase due
to the convenience of the Highlands parking and the public access. Seth Staples mentioned that
it seems like a no-brainer to use Open Space Funds on this area of land as Ed eloquently made
his points and the benefits to the public.
The Committee did not take formal action on Ed’s request but was supportive of his proposal
and the approach proposed by Hugh (see 8(j) above}.

9. DISCUSSION OF UPDATING THE OPEN SPACE PLAN
a. Formation of Sub-Committee – Chris Lane
i. Discussed in 6.b.

10. REVIEW AND APPROVAL OF OPEN SPACE PRESERVATION SIGNAGE
a. Tabled to next meeting agenda as suggested by Tom Blomstrom.
11. PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD
a. Public comment made at 7.c.ii, 8.a.- 8.m., 12.b.
12. BOARD MEMBER COMMENTS
a. New Business - 6000 Block of Sheaff Lane – Discussion – Hugh Moulton
i. Steve asked Hugh to defer this until the next agenda. Hugh agreed.
b. New Business – Militia Hill-Stenton Ave. Resident Concerns – Steve Kaufman
i. Steve asked to amend the agenda to address item 12.b as it was recently
brought to the committee’s attention, and he feels that we should address the
concerns of the public and the specific resident. Hugh made a motion to accept
the amended agenda and Chris Lane seconded. Unanimous vote to amend the
agenda.
ii. Seth Staples presented the letter included in the agenda and proposed that the
two properties referenced in the letter on Militia Hill Road and Stenton Avenue
be viewed as potential preservation projects. Regarding the Clara Burke project
on Stenton Ave., the conservation does not have to be an all or nothing
attempt. The project was held up earlier in the year, but it seems the developers
are pursuing a special exception to move forward with development. Seth
hopes language can be added that requires restoration of the Lorraine Run
corridor. Regarding the Militia Hill property, it is evident that the stretch of
heavily wooded land is big in terms of lowering noise from the turnpike and is a
good ecological location. Looking for advice from the committee on the
proceeding steps. Hugh Moulton asked about the Militia Hill property, and if
there is a proposal to build on that property. Seth answered that he believes it
was a quarry site in the past, located at the juncture of Militia Hill Rd. and
Stenton Ave on the north corner. The development proposal was put forward by
MH Stenton LLC. When Steve Kaufman talked to Charlie Guttenplan, Charlie
stated the project is in limbo. Steve imagines it would eliminate the majority of
the wooded area if it went forward. He also believes that it was used as a landfill
area and that there would be environmental steps necerssary to develop the
property. Steve Malloy asked how the property would be utilized . Seth stated
it would be used as a luxury garage community and a driving safety course that
could be utilized by the wealthy as a place to park their extra cars. Steve
mentioned that this tract has been discussed before and is potentially an
environmental nightmare in terms of acquisition by the township. Steve Malloy
added that while it's an underutilized area currently, it could be a good hub if an
available property.
iii. Hugh Moulton asked about the size of the Clara Burke property. Seth was
unable to provide a size. Hugh followed up by asking about the location of the
building, and if it was in the center of the plot. Seth confirmed.
iv. Chris Lane asked, that if no action was taken by the committee, would the
group be able to succeed with any development, due to the concerns on the
property and the limitations to develop. Seth worries that if the committee
doesn’t act the development may go forward. He wants to take any steps
possible to prevent the development.

v. Hugh Moulton questioned whether if any of the development would be taking
place on the hilly side. Seth responded that the designs make it seem that the
track would be on the northern side by the turnpike and the garages would be
alongside Militia Hill Rd. Seth does note that the designs have changed over the
course of time.
vi. Steve detailed his desire to not drop the discussion as something could happen
there. Steve notes that a housing development had been proposed and denied
before by the Board of Supervisors. He thinks the committee would do well to
request Township Staff to look into it, as it is a good oak forest.
vii. Tom Blomstrom asked if Seth had talked with Charlie Guttenplan regarding the
properties and the questions that have come about. Seth has not talked to him
about the property directly, rather he had only spoken at open forums before.
viii. Steve recommended Seth have discussions with Charlie Guttenplan and do
some other investigative work, while the committee adds this discussion to the
agenda for the next meeting in July. Steve also recommended that Seth speak
to Charlie regarding the Clara Burke property, about strictly enforcing zoning
and subdivision ordinances. Steve Malloy checked in to let everyone know that
the answer to the size of the Clara Burke property is 16 acres. Steve Kaufman
also recommended looking up private building plans on the township website,
and noted that the committee would address the Clara Burke property in July as
well.
13. ADJOURNMENT
a. Motion to adjourn by Chris Lane and seconded by Hugh Moulton. Unanimously
accepted. Meeting concluded at 9:04pm
NEXT MEETING: Wednesday, July 27th, 2022, at 7pm as a Zoom call.

(Via email from seth.d.staples@gmail.com)
Steve Kaufman, Chair
Whitemarsh Township Open Space Committee
Whitemarsh Township
616 Germantown Pike
Lafayette Hill, PA 19444
Subject: Open Space Acquisition Opportunity
Dear Mr. Kaufman,
We live at 5281 Rogers Circle, and are writing to request that a discussion regarding the following be added to a
future agenda for consideration by the Open Space Committee. Specifically, we request that the committee
consider using open space funds to preserve (or strongly conserve) two Whitemarsh Township sites that are
subject to existing development proposals. The first area is an 11 parcel, 23-acre site on Militia Hill Road and the
second is 251 Stenton Ave (currently home to the Fox Subacute treatment center).
The Militia Hill Road site has been targeted for development as “Abbey Motor Park” by MH Stenton, LLC, while 251
Stenton Ave faces a planned renovation into a “Clara Burke” high-density assisted living facility (see attachment 1 –
existing proposals).
We believe that preserving these sites is in the best interest of the community because:
1.

This aligns with the township comprehensive plan vision for the Militia Hill Road site to be preserved for
Parks and Open Space and for the Clara Burke site to be preserved for privately owned open space (see
attachment 2 – annotated plan maps).

2.

These sites are important to the character, environment, and quality of life available in the area, and
present the risk of serious adverse environmental impact if further developed. In particular, any plans to
develop the Militia Hill Road site would seem to be in direct conflict with planned actions from the
township comprehensive plan related to the policy for conserving Whitemarsh’s natural resources:
“Ensure new development limits grading, preservers natural topography, and preserves ridgelines.” (see
attachment 3 – satellite and topographic maps).

3.

The repeated conversations at the Planning Commission level between the public and Commissioners
regarding preservation of these spaces (see attachment 4 – public comments) have made plain concerns
about the potential impact to an already flood-prone area from any development that would result in a
dramatic increase in the area of impervious surface. Both existing proposals would certainly bring about
such an increase.

Rather than see these sites developed according to the above or similar proposals, we believe it is in the best
interest of the community if they are preserved or conserved in a state similar to what we see today. Conservation
may take the form of integrating these sites with the existing adjacent Washington State Park, which itself critical
to the character and environment of the township as a whole.
Respectfully,
Lauren Gibson & Seth Staples
5281 Rogers Circle
Plymouth Meeting, PA 19462

Attachment 1 – Existing Proposals

Attachment 2 – Annotated Maps from the Whitemarsh Township Comprehensive Plan

Attachment 3 – Satellite and Topographic Maps (Google Maps)

Attachment 4 – Public Comments

Robert Vandegrift
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Hugh Moulton <hgmoulton@att.net>
Sunday, April 24, 2022 11:18 AM
Stephen Kaufman; Chris Lane; Edmund Shinn
Tom Blomstrom; Laura Nester
Sheaff Lane Corridor

Folks: Ed Shinn will be on the agenda concerning use of open space funds regarding the proposed Paone Goodman
development, adjacent to the Highlands.
Although unrelated to Ed's proposal, I would like to suggest that OSC consider another idea relating to the 6000 block of
Sheaff Lane, between Skippack and Stenton.
On the northwest side of Sheaff extending from Skippack to almost the Stenton end of the Lane (about 5,000 feet), there
is an unbroken continuous strip of undeveloped land several hundred feet in width, providing an extraordinary view
contributing to the rural image of the northwest corner of the Township.
Suppose the Township offered to fund the purchase a conservation easement on a strip 250 feet wide for the length of the
Lane covering a total of about 30 acres. At $50,000 an acre this would total about $1.5 million. There would be no public
access and the owners would enjoy full control of the property except for no development. I guess there are about 8-10
land owners and the offer could be contingent on all accepting. The Township would provide the funding, but the
easements would be negotiated and held by a non-profit such as Wissahickon Trails or possibly the Whitemarsh
Foundation or the Highlands.
If this possibility is of interest to the Committee and the Board, perhaps we should explore first with Wissahickon Trails.,
since the Sheaff Land corridor is a high priority for WT.
Hugh
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