WHITEMARSH TOWNSHIP SHADE TREE COMMISSION
MEETING AGENDA, AUGUST 2, 2022 AT 7:00 PM
ZIEGLER _ D’AMORE _ BORKOWSKI_ FASSBENDER _ VACANT __
BOS LIAISON, TOLL _ STAFF LIAISON, HALBOM _

MEETING LINK: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89976552008?pwd=dlhwcmRxazd3VGZtMzVySngzak5IZz09
ANNOUNCEMENTS: Mr. Halbom shared the meeting was being recorded by Zoom.
PLAN REVIEWS:
NONE.
OLD BUSINESS:
Miles Park Tree Survey – The walking tour was held and a YouTube video was posted for those who
could not attend:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wGQrJ37XD5U&list=PLeeyD5B52zBYXX_EnB0xXSbnMyom5Cd
M5
2022 Tree Giveaway – We have now received over 225 applications for trees! The website
application has been modified to now accept “Standby list” applications. We have tagged all 250
trees at Tree Authority in Perkasie and have arranged for shipping to the Township Building on
Friday, September 23rd. The trees will be given away the next day, Saturday the 24 th.
The order had to be adjusted to accommodate the inventory available at Tree Authority. To increase
the order to 250, we had to add Black Gum and Yellowwood to the order. Total costs amounted to
$9,285.00.
The Highlands Request – Christian and I met with Dana at the Highlands. Their request is for about
a dozen native canopy trees, including: Swamp White Oak, Tulip Poplar, Sycamore, and Sugar or
Silver Maple. They have requested 2.5” DBH trees, which should come to about $4,000-$4,500 with
supplies. Tree Authority was unable to fulfil this request because the largest caliper they carry is 1.5”
NEW BUSINESS:
The Shade Tree Commission received two applications for Heritage Trees from a resident on
Presidential Drive. I am sharing those requests with John Hosbach so he can measure the trees and
report back in September.
APPROVAL OF THE JUNE AND JULY MEETING MINUTES:
Due to the absence of a quorum, the June minutes were tabled until August.
PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD
BOARD MEMBER COMMENTS
NEXT MEETING DATES:

The Commission members will discuss possible alternate locations for the September meeting.

January 4

February 1

March 15

April 5

May 3

June 7

July 5

August 2

September 6

October 4

November 1*

December 6

ADJOURNMENT:
NEXT MEETING DATE: Tuesday, September 6, 2022

WHITEMARSH TOWNSHIP SHADE TREE COMMISSION
MEETING MINUTES July 5, 2022 AT 7:00 PM
ZIEGLER _ D’AMORE _ BORKOWSKI_ FASSBENDER _ VACANT __
BOS LIAISON, MANUELE _ STAFF LIAISON, HALBOM _

MEETING LINK: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82873402332
Chair Ziegler called the meeting to order at: 7:02PM
ANNOUNCEMENTS: Mr. Halbom shared the meeting was being recorded by Zoom.
PLAN REVIEWS:
5/15 Germantown Pike (SLD# 04-22) – Renovation of an Existing Parking Lot and an Addition
to the Existing Building. This project is returning to Shade Tree Commission to discuss changes
that were discovered regarding the existing landscape.
Brian Kelly presented on behalf of the applicant and shared the project plans on his screen. Brian
summarized the return from the June meeting by stating that a 40” tree shown on the plans in June
was actually removed about three years ago. The plans shared this evening compensate for that tree
and also show updates to the tree protection fencing.
Mr. Kelly summarized the new landscape plan. He called attention to 19 total trees that were added,
mainly toward the rear buffer of the property. Mr. Kelly called attention to minor modifications to the
plantings around the hairpin fence, so as not to disturb the fence. Mr. Halbom asked Mr. Kelly to
summarize the total caliper inches added to the plans proposed to replace the 40” tree.
Mr. Kelly responded that eleven trees would compensate for the tree, but they are offering 19
replacements. He added the tree was in poor condition when it was removed three years ago. Chair
Ziegler asked for an inch-for-inch count of the trees. Mr. Halbom asked how many of the 19 trees
were canopy trees versus understory. Mr. Kelly replied that two of the 19 trees were canopy species,
Tulip Poplar. Mr. Halbom replied that the use of understory trees would reduce that replacement
could to eleven tree alternatives, which is two canopy trees short of the 40” replacement.
Vice Chair Fassbender commented that there did not appear to be a lot of space remaining, despite
being two trees short. Mr. Hosbach replied that some of the trees replaced were in poor condition,
and that the site was at capacity now, in terms of replacement space. Chair Ziegler asked the
applicant to clarify if there was a waiver request. Mr. Halbom replied that yes, there was a waiver
request, but that the 40” tree was a unique case given the undocumented health issues with the tree.
Chair Ziegler asked to clarify that the applicant has fulfilled their instructions from the June meeting.
Mr. Halbom reiterated the 40” tree issue was brought up after, but the applicant has acted in good
faith to plant out the site as best possible. Vice Chair Fassbender expressed agreement with the
applicant’s good faith efforts.
Chair Ziegler asked if there was a motion to accept the plans, as-presented.
Sydelle Zove offered public comment and asked the applicant to review the fate of the hairpin
fencing. Mr. Kelly responded that the fence line was not in conflict with the landscaping and that the
landscaping to the rear by the fence has been adjusted so as not to interfere with the fence. He
confirmed the fence is not moving location. Ms. Zove shared the hairpin fence was an important

historical element discussed at the latest HARB meeting. Chair Ziegler responded that fencing was
not a Shade Tree Commission focus point.
Tam Paulits offered public comment. She asked if there was documentation proving the 40” tree was
in decline. Mr. Halbom replied that he did not receive any documentation, but the tree was removed
three or four years ago, so documentation was not available.
Chair Ziegler motioned to accept the updated plans, as presented. Christian Fassbender
seconded the motion. Natalie Borkowski voted in favor, and the motion passed 3-0.
OLD BUSINESS:
Miles Park Tree Survey – Signage is being posted on July 4 th for the July 13th Walking Tour.
Mr. Halbom shared the Tree Survey is scheduled for July 13 th and that signage will be erected in
Miles Park tomorrow. The signage includes a QR code that links smart phones to the Tree Survey
Report on the website. We also encouraged residents to come with questions about their own trees,
if they have any. Mr. Halbom asked everyone to check the Township page for rain delay
announcements. Natalie asked John Hosbach if she should bring anything with her when she
attends. Mr. Halbom asked the STC if a quorum planned to attend. He shared that WTV would film
the event if anyone could not attend but wanted to view the event.
2022 Tree Giveaway – Mr. Halbom shared the he and Vice Chair Fassbender handed out about two
dozen applications at the 4th of July parade. Township staff are also working on an online fillable
form for the website that will be shared through the Weekly Newsletter. The working date for pickup
is September 23rd (a Saturday) between 8:30-10:30am, with uncollected trees to be given away after
11am. Mr. Halbom shared that he forwarded an email with suggestions to Chair Ziegler and Vice
Chair Fassbender.
NEW BUSINESS:
Vice Chair Fassbender shared that he was contacted by the Highlands Historical society. The estate
manager reports that the site has lost several trees due to recent storms. He asked Mr. Halbom
about the use of Fee in Lieu funds to support the request. Mr. Halbom replied that staff are setting up
a time to walk the Highlands and clarify the request. Once that is clarified, he’d like to have the
estate manager in to make a formal request so we have a dollar figure to pass along to the BOS with
the request. Chair Ziegler encouraged staff and Christian to move ahead.
APPROVAL OF THE JUNE MEETING MINUTES:
Chair Ziegler shared that he has a request to edit the minutes from Steve Kaufman. He suggested
including documents in the minutes. Mr. Halbom replied that the meeting minutes could not be voted on
this evening, because there is no quorum present from the June meeting.
Steve Kaufman offered comment asking to incorporate a memo authored by Tam Paulits. He shared that
the minutes were not explicit concerning the requested changes to the draft ordinance. Mr. Halbom asked
that comments requesting changes be sent to him or the BOS so they can be forwarded to the solicitor for
consideration. Mr. Halbom offered comments regarding changes to past meetings are mentioned in the
current meeting’s minutes for clarification. Chair Ziegler asked if a single document including all changes
could be shared at the next Shade Tree Meeting. Mr. Halbom replied that he had not anticipated the matter
returning to Shade Tree Commission given that it was approved at the previous meeting for
recommendation to the Board of Supervisors with recommendations.
Mr. Fassbender asked when the draft ordinance would reach the Board of Supervisors. Mr. Halbom replied
their next meeting was on July 14th, so that would be the earliest opportunity. Mr. Kaufman reiterated his
request to edit the June meeting minutes. Supervisors Manuele addressed the minutes and stated that the

position of the BOS is that minutes are not transcripts of meetings. He suggested the process be given
time to work, and that the review committee review the draft produced by the solicitor. He invited the review
committee members to share their opinions and write to staff or the BOS any items that require addressing.
Chair Ziegler supported the suggestion.
Mr. Kaufman asked if this draft was going to the BOS next week. Mr. Halbom replied that he was not
certain that would happen in time for the July 14th agenda.
Because there was no quorum present from the June meeting, the minutes were tabled until the
August meeting.
PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD
BOARD MEMBER COMMENTS
NEXT MEETING DATES: August 2nd 2022
The Commission members will discuss possible alternate locations for the September meeting.

January 4
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April 5

May 3

June 7

July 5

August 2

September 6

October 4

November 1*

December 6

ADJOURNMENT: Chair Ziegler motioned for adjournment, Christian Fassbender seconded
the motion. It passed 3-0. The meeting was adjourned at 7:39 PM.
NEXT MEETING DATE: Tuesday, August 2, 2022

