WHITEMARSH TOWNSHIP
ENVIRONMENTAL ADVISORY BOARD
MEETING AGENDA
MONDAY, July 18th, 2022 (Zoom Meeting) - 7:00 P.M.
Meeting Agenda is also located on the Township Website Calendar:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85488914259?pwd=RWpUWmovOGNQUWdBdnRsbFY2T1dJdz09
Residents who wish to appear in-person for this meeting may do so at the Township Building.
MEMBERS:
__ LITZINGER-DRAYTON __GEASLAND __ HARRIS __ TONE __ SHREERO __ HERITAGE __ KABNICK
LIAISONS:

___ HALBOM, Staff ___ TURENNE, BOS

1. CALL TO ORDER
2. ANNOUNCEMENTS – This meeting is being recorded via Zoom.
The Township Tree Giveaway will take place on Saturday, September 24 th from 8:30-10:30am.
3. OLD BUSINESS
a. Plastic Bag Ordinance – The Plastic Bag ordinance will be voted on for recommendation by
the EAB. The document will be sent to the Board of Supervisors for comment. And
following BOS review, the EAB and BOS will identify liaisons to meet with affected
businesses and organizations. The liaison will provide a review at the November EAB
meeting.
b. The EAB will discuss PSA/Community Education efforts related to the “5-R’s”. The EAB will
discuss the plan for the “Rot” edition of the 5R video series.
c. Red Tail Budget for 2023 – The requested budget for 2023 includes a 17% increase for
work recommended by the Basin Study Report. Staff met with RedTail management to
identify the necessary human hours to accomplish these tasks. This amounts to $19,950.
This does not include funds that will be used from the Open Space (Act 153) account for
work at Koontz Park.
4. NEW BUSINESS
a. Renewable Energy – Solar Panels – The EAB will discuss opportunities surrounding the fee
structure for residents who wish to install solar panels at their homes.
b. Renewable Energy – Building Energy – The EAB will discuss the Township’s energy
purchase plan which expires this December. This purchase plan applies to building energy
provided through the electrical grid.
5. Rain Garden Installation at Township Building

Township staff will provide update on the status of the Rain Garden project.
6. APPROVAL OF THE JULY MEETING MINUTES
7. PUBLIC COMMENTS
8. BOARD COMMENTS
9. Next Meeting Date:
10. ADJOURNMENT

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION INFORMATION
1. Public meetings of the EAB shall follow a prescribed agenda, which will be available
to the general public two days preceding the meeting.
2. The EAB will entertain Public Comment at the end of each specific action items
during the meeting, at the discretion of the Chair. Individuals must advise the Chair
of their desire to offer such comment.
3. A Public Comment period will be provided at the conclusion of a meeting for input on any
subject.
4. The Board Chair shall preside over Public Comments and may within their
discretion:
a.
Recognize individuals wishing to offer comment.
b. Require identification of such persons.
c.
Allocate total available Public Comment time among all individuals wishing to
comment.
d. Allocate up to a five (5) minute maximum for each individual to offer Public
Comment at a meeting.
e.
Rule out of order scandalous, impertinent and redundant comment or any
comment the discernible purpose of which is to disrupt or prevent the conduct
of the business of the meeting including the questioning of, or polling of, or
debating with, individual members of the Board.

WHEREAS, the Township Code and the Pennsylvania Municipalities Planning Code authorizes the Board
of Supervisors of Whitemarsh Township to make, amend, and adopt ordinances that are consistent with
the constitution and laws of the Commonwealth when necessary for the proper management, care and
control of the Township and the maintenance of peace, good government, health and welfare of
Whitemarsh Township and its citizens;
WHEREAS, Article 1, Section 27 of the Pennsylvania Constitution, known as the Environmental Rights
Amendment (the "Amendment"), provides that people have the right to clean air, pure water, and to
the preservation of the natural, scenic, historic, and esthetic values of the environment. Pennsylvania's
public natural resources are the common property of all the people, including generations yet to come.
As a Trustee of these resources, the Commonwealth shall conserve and maintain them for the benefit of
all the people
WHEREAS, the Amendment imposes two basic duties on the Commonwealth and its political
subdivisions such as the Township- one is to prohibit the degradation, diminution, and depletion of the
public natural resources and the second is to act affirmatively via legislative action to protect the
environment, Pennsylvania Environmental Defense Foundation v. Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, 161
A.3d 911 (Pa. 2017); and
WHEREAS, this Ordinance is enacted to achieve the Township’s duties under the Amendment by
minimizing the degradation, diminution and depletion of the public natural resources and to
affirmatively enact legislation designed to protect the environment; and
WHEREAS, for the reasons set forth in more detail below, the Board of Supervisors intends to preserve,
maintain, and enhance the health of its residents and visitors, as well as the public natural resources and
common property within the Township, by regulating the distribution of single-use plastic bags within
Whitemarsh Township;
WHEREAS, the Board of Supervisors has met the procedural requirements of 53 P.S. § 10101, et seq., the
Pennsylvania Municipalities Planning Code, for the adoption of the proposed ordinance, including
holding a public hearing; and
WHEREAS, Board of Supervisors, after due consideration of the proposed ordinance at a duly advertised
public hearing, has determined that the health, safety and general welfare of the residents of
Whitemarsh Township will be served by this amendment of the Whitemarsh Township Ordinance to
regulate the distribution of single-use plastic bags within the Township;
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED AND ENACTED by the Board of Supervisors of Whitemarsh
Township, Montgomery County, Pennsylvania, it is hereby enacted and ordained by the authority of
same, as follows

CHAPTER [code to be inserted or amended]. PROHIBITION ON USE OF SINGLE-USE PLASTICS.
§[section number]. Purpose and Findings.
A. Purpose
a. The purpose of this Chapter is to reduce the use of single-use bags.
b.

To curb litter on the streets, in the parks, and in the trees, protect the local streams, rivers,
waterways and other aquatic environments, reduce greenhouse gas emissions, reduce solid
waste generation, promote the use of reusable, compostable, and recyclable materials within
Whitemarsh Township, and to preserve the natural, scenic, historic, and esthetic values of
Whitemarsh Township

c.

To relieve the pressure on recyclers, who cite single-use plastic bags as a major source of
contamination and inefficiency within the recycling stream.

d.

To relieve the pressure for landfills to manage the disposition of single-use products

B. Findings.
a. The use of single-use bags has severe environmental impacts, including greenhouse gas emissions,
litter, harm to wildlife, ground level ozone formation, atmospheric acidification, water consumption,
and solid waste generation.
b. There are several commercial establishments within Whitemarsh Township which provide single-use
plastic bags to their customers.
c. Single-use plastic bags do not readily decompose.
d. Approximately one hundred billion single-use plastic bags are discarded by United States consumers
each year. Given the difficulty of recycling these materials, less than 1 percent of single-use plastic bags
are returned for recycling in the United State, and in the Whitemarsh Township, such bags are not
curbside recyclable.
e. Numerous studies have documented the prevalence of single-use plastic bags littering the
environment, blocking storm drains, entering local waterways, and becoming stuck in or upon natural
resources and public property.
f. The taxpayers of the Whitemarsh Township pay the costs related to the cleanup of single-use plastic
bags from the roadways, trees, sewers, waters, and parks within the Township.
g. Recyclers cite single-use plastic bags as a major source of contamination within the recycling stream,
leading to increased costs and decreased efficiency.
h. From an overall environmental and economic perspective, the best alternative to single-use plastic
bags is a shift to reusable bags followed by compostable or recyclable paper bags.
i. An important goal of Whitemarsh Township is to procure and use sustainable products and services.
j. An important goal of Whitemarsh Township is to preserve the natural, scenic, historic, and esthetic
values of Whitemarsh Township.

k. It is the Whitemarsh Township’s desire to conserve resources, reduce the amount of greenhouse gas
emissions, waste, litter, water pollution, and to protect the public health and welfare, including wildlife,
all of which increases the quality of life for the Township’s residents and visitors.
l. Studies have documented that prohibiting the distribution of single-use plastic bags at the point of
sale and placing a mandatory fee on other bags reduces plastic litter and the use of single-use bags.
m. As required by the Environmental Rights Amendment to the Pennsylvania Constitution, the township
seeks to preserve the natural, scenic, historic, and esthetic values of the Township
n. It is the Board of Supervisor's desire to conserve resources, reduce the amount of greenhouse gas
emissions, waste, litter, water pollution, and to protect the public health and welfare, including wildlife,
all of which increases the quality of life for the Township’s residents and visitors.
§[section number]. Definitions.
(1) “Customer” means any person purchasing goods or services from a Retail Establishment.
(2) “Effective Date” means the effective date of the ordinance that added this Chapter to [insert
Municipality name/code].
(3) “Exempted Bag”:
(a) means a bag used inside a retail establishment by a customer to deliver perishable items to
the point of-sale at that establishment
(b) shall include:
(i) a bag used to package bulk items such as fruit, vegetables, nuts, grains, or candy;
(ii) a bag used to contain or wrap meats or fish; to contain unwrapped prepared foods or
bakery goods;
(iii) a bag used solely to contain live animals, such as fish or insects sold in a pet store;
(iv) a bag sold in packaging containing multiple bags and packaged at the time of
manufacture of the bag.
(4) “Plastic” means a synthetic material made from linking monomers through a chemical reaction to
create a polymer chain that can be molded or extruded at high heat into various solid forms that retain
their defined shapes during their life cycle and after disposal, including material derived from either
petrochemicals or a biologically based polymer, such as corn or other plant sources.
(5) "Recycled Paper Bag" means a paper bag that meets the following, but not including an Exempted
Bag:
(a) contains no old growth fiber;
(b) contains a minimum of 40% post-consumer recycled content; and
(c) is labeled in a highly visible manner with the name of the manufacturer and the percentage of
post-consumer recycled content of the bag in an easy-to-read font size.

(6) “Retail Establishment” means a location where food or other products are offered to the public for
direct sale or delivery to a customer, including but not limited to the following: supermarket,
convenience store, service station, delicatessen, department store, dollar store, clothing store,
restaurant, pharmacy, food truck, farmers’ market or delivery service, but not including drycleaners.
(7) “Reusable carryout bag” means a carryout bag that is designed and manufactured for multiple uses
and is:
(a) made of cloth or other machine-washable fabric that has stitched handles; or
(b) a polypropylene bag that has stitched handles.
(8) “Single-use Plastic Bag” means a bag made through a blown-film extrusion process, but not including
an Exempted Bag.
§[section number]. Single-use Plastic Bags.
(1) Beginning 90 days after the Effective Date, Retail Establishments are prohibited from providing a
Single-use Plastic Bag to a customer at the retail establishment or through a delivery.
§[section number]. Single-use Paper Bags.
(1) Beginning 90 days after the Effective Date, Retail Establishments are prohibited from providing a
non-Recycled Paper Bag to a customer at the retail establishment or through a delivery.
(2) A retail establishment may provide a consumer a Recycled Paper Bag at the point of sale if the bag is
provided to the consumer for a charge of not less than $0.15 per bag.
(3) All monies collected by a retail establishment under this section for provision of a Recycled Paper Bag
shall be retained by the retail establishment.
(4) Any charge for a Recycled Paper Bag shall be separately stated on any receipt provided to the
customer at the time of sale and shall be identified as the “Carry-Out Bag Charge” thereon.
§[section number]. Reusable Bags.
(1) A retail establishment may provide a consumer a reusable bag at the point of sale if the bag is
provided to the consumer for a charge of not less than $0.15 per bag.
(2) All monies collected by a retail establishment under this section for provision of a Reusable Bag shall
be retained by the retail establishment.
(3) Any charge for a Reusable Bag shall be separately stated on a receipt provided to the customer at the
time of sale and shall be identified as the “Carry-Out Bag Charge” thereon.
§[section number]. Signage Requirement.
(1) Beginning 30 days after the effective date, and for six months thereafter, Retail Establishments are
required to post at all points of sale conspicuous signage: informing customers that Single-use Plastic
Bags and non-Recycled Paper Bags will no longer be provided by the establishment as of the date the
prohibition begins; explaining what types of bags and purchases are impacted; and providing any other
information Whitemarsh Township may require by regulation.

§[section number]. Enforcement.
(1) A person, store, or food service establishment that violates the requirements of this subchapter
shall:
(a) be subject to a civil penalty of $50.00 for a first offense;
(b) be subject to a civil penalty of $100.00 for a second offense; and
(c) be subject to a civil penalty of $200.00 for a third or any subsequent offense.
(2) For the purposes of enforcement under this subchapter, an offense shall be each day a person,
store, or food service establishment is violating a requirement of this subchapter
(3) In addition to the penalties set forth in this Chapter, Whitemarsh Township may seek legal,
injunctive, or other equitable relief to enforce this Chapter.
(4) The failure of Whitemarsh Township to enforce any provision of this Ordinance shall not constitute a
waiver by Whitemarsh Township of its rights to future enforcement hereunder.
§[section number]. Effective Date
(1) This ordinance shall take effect [Date]

65 E. Butler Avenue, Ste 100
New Britain, PA 18901
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MEMORANDUM

Date:

September 16, 2022

To:

Krista Heinrich, P.E., C.M.E., CBLP, LEED AP®

From:

Valerie L. Liggett, R.L.A., ASLA, ISA Certified Arborist®

cc:
Reference:

Whitemarsh Township Municipal Building Rain Garden #21-05093

Per your request, I have prepared a list of potential herbaceous plug species for the Municipal
Building Rain Garden, to be reviewed by the Environmental Advisory Board.
All of the following plants are able to withstand brief periods of standing water as well as
extended periods of dryness. The palette has been selected to provide seasonal interest with
bloom times ranging from spring to fall, and grass for winter interest. With a condensed plant
palette, the plugs should be easy to maintain and weed, as what should stay should be easy to
discern.
Andropogon gerardii – Big Bluestem
Exposure: sun, part shade
Bloom time: August through November; seasonal interest
throughout the winter.
Size: 4-8’
Wildlife Value: provide food and cover/nesting sites for
songbirds, Sparrows, Wrens and Meadowlarks. Attracts
birds and butterflies; larval host for the Delaware Skipper
and Dusted Skipper

Asclepias incarnata ssp. incarnata – Swamp Milkweed
Exposure: sun
Bloom time: May through September
Size: 2-4’
Wildlife Value: attracts butterflies and
hummingbirds; larval host for Monarch and Queen
butterflies
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Helenium autumnale – Common Sneezeweed
Exposure: sun
Bloom time: July through October
Size: 2-5’
Wildlife Value: special value to native bees, attracts butterflies

Lobelia siphilitica – Great Blue Lobelia
Exposure: sun to shade
Bloom time: July through October
Size: 2-3’
Wildlife Value: attracts birds and hummingbirds, special value
to native bees and bumblebees

Monarda didyma – Scarlet Bee-balm
Exposure: sun to part shade
Bloom time: May through October
Size: 3’
Wildlife Value: special value to native
bees and bumblebees; attracts
butterflies and hummingbirds
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WHITEMARSH TOWNSHIP
ENVIRONMENTAL ADVISORY BOARD
MEETING MINUTES
MONDAY, July 18th, 2022 (Zoom Meeting) - 7:00 P.M.
Meeting Agenda is also located on the Township Website Calendar:
Residents who wish to appear in-person for this meeting may do so at the Township Building.
MEMBERS:
X LITZINGER-DRAYTON X GEASLAND __ HARRIS X TONE X SHREERO X HERITAGE X KABNICK
LIAISONS:

X HALBOM, Staff X TURENNE, BOS

1. CALL TO ORDER – Chair Shreero called the meeting to order at 7:01PM
2. ANNOUNCEMENTS – This meeting is being recorded via Zoom.
3. OLD BUSINESS
a. Basin Study Report – Sean shared that he had met with Public Works staff as well as
RedTail Restoration to clarify the implementation of the Basin Study Report’s
recommendations. He stated that the Public Works Department has a machine called a
Brush Hog that does not have specific settings but is capable of trimming the meadows at
the recommended heights. The Public Works Department will also follow the
recommended date ranges and amount of mowing each season.
Sean summarized his meeting with RedTail staff regarding the BSR. RedTail is capable of
spot-checking meadow areas for invasive species that may be missed during mowing, but
Public Works staff are generally familiar with the common invasive species. RedTail agreed
with the recommended assignments for tasks that were reassigned by the EAB.
The Township has purchased three dog silhouettes to use for goose control in open space
areas to control goose waste.
b. Plastic Bag Ordinance – Chair Shreero shared the Penn Environment template ordinance
with the EAB members by email. The draft only applies to plastic bags but can be modified
to include other single-use plastics. She shared that Ambler Borough received some
pushback from local restaurants from regulations covering take-out containers. The
inclusion of straws “by request only” was also discussed for possible inclusion.
Jim Tone shared that he saw no legal hurdles with the ordinance. Karen Kabnick shared her
support for Deb’s idea that straws be made available by request. She offered that the title
of the ordinance might benefit from inclusion of language that made clear there was a ban
on plastic bags. The EAB discussed an incremental approach to inclusion of other plastics
aside from bags.
Deb asked Sean if the approach to incremental increases was beneficial or advisable. He
shared that there was no right or wrong way to go about the process, but based upon

Ambler Borough’s experience, it may be advisable to start with bags and see what level of
support the community has for the regulations. He asked Deb if there was still an appetite
to draft an ordinance that aligned with neighboring municipalities’ ordinances for sake of
uniformity for consumers who shop in multiple municipalities.
Deb asked Sean if the ordinance would be adopted as it’s own Chapter, or would be
included in an existing Chapter of the Township Code. Sean replied he wasn’t sure, but that
one would likely be as good as the other. Sean mentioned he would speak with the
Township Solicitor to answer her question. Jim shared his support for an incremental
approach that allowed for the community to acclimate to the change and revise the
ordinance periodically in the future.
The EAB discussed potential issues with titling the ordinance “Single-Use Plastics” which
seemed ambiguous. Karen offered that, alternatives to single-use plastic bags in the draft
ordinance seemed vague without mentioning the specific alternatives. Sean mentioned the
section could be removed entirely or reference a list of alternatives elsewhere in the
ordinance. Deb supported the removal of the section. Karen supported the removal of the
language.
Karen shared that in Section “M” there was a typo. Karen asked about the $.15/bag
minimum in the definitions and why it was included. Sean explained the minimum would
keep vendors from skirting the ordinance by charging nothing or next to nothing for a bag.
He shared this was a common item in most draft ordinances for bags. Karen suggested
creation of a signage template for businesses for sake of uniformity and to lessen the
burden on local businesses.
Karen shared her opinion that the fines seemed low. Deb asked Sean if the fines seemed in
line with other ordinances’ fines and penalties. He replied that most fines topped out
around $1,000, but the actual fine will be determined by the District Judge. Jim shared that
the usual maximum for a summary offense is usually around $300; however, there is a
great deal of fluctuation but there are limits. Sean shared he would research the issue with
the Township Solicitor.
Deb shared Debra’s written comments. Debra shared that a time limit might be
appropriate for businesses to conform with the ordinance. She shared that the Township
budgeting for reusable bags to make available to low-income residents. Debra replied that
the EAB still has a few hundred reusable bags remaining that can be given away. Debra
provided suggestions for exemptions such as dry cleaners, meat and fish packing, and
other specific single-use plastics. Finally, Debra offered support for a means for residents
to report non-compliant businesses. Sean clarified that Code Enforcement would be the
office who would enforce violations of this ordinance.
Deb asked the EAB who was in favor of including language that applied the ban to straws
and utensils. Karen shared she thought it would be better fit in a second round that would
include language impacting take out containers. Deb shared there were two common
methods for gauging community input: a survey method and face-to-face visits to local
businesses. Patrice shared her support for both options but felt a survey can be shared in a
more controlled fashion. The EAB discussed the importance of a survey tool that reached a
broad audience to avoid outliers. Patrice shared support for the concern and offered that it
was important to give businesses and the public a voice before adopting an ordinance that
caught them off-guard. Sean updated the EAB regarding a list of business addresses

assembled by the Fire Marshal’s office. Deb offered to update the template with the input
from this meeting. She asked Patrice to speak with her colleagues on the Board. Patrice
replied that she would ask about including this topic on an upcoming Workshop meeting.
4. NEW BUSINESS
a. The EAB will discuss PSA/Community Education efforts related to the “5-R’s”. The EAB will
discuss the plan for the “Rot” edition of the 5R video series.
Debra provided an update on the status of the EABs public service announcements. To date,
two have been completed, and a third was partially completed. Two have yet to be completed.
Deb shared she would begin the work on the “Rot” next, and would be in touch with the EAB
members to move ahead with the final projects.
5. Rain Garden Installation at Township Building
Krista Heinrich, P.E., provided an overview of the Township Raingarden plans. She described the
plans for a rain garden where a native garden had previously existing at the Township Building.
She replied that a DCED grant was requested for $80,000, but was approved for only $20,000 so
these plans were somewhat scaled back. She requested EABs input for elements such as planting
species, signage, and educational components.
A native rain garden mix was presented (see meeting agenda for plans). Photos of the plans and
underdrainage system were displayed and explained. Deb asked if the area would be excavated.
Krista replied that the depth would be roughly two and a half feet. The Township Building’s roof
drains and driveway would be diverted to this rain garden. The total square footage will be
roughly 2,000 cu/feet.
Karen asked about the maintenance schedule for the basin. Krista replied that maintenance
would be required periodically. She offered that using one type of plant was the easiest way to
identify invasive species, but that she hoped to get some input from EAB. Sean offered that – as
part of an educational component to this project – EAB could use this site as a demonstration for
encouraging rain garden installations in other areas. He shared that RedTail is equipped to
maintain the basin regardless of whether one species or multiple species were used.
Deb stated her preference for using a variety of species for sake of biodiversity. Karen supported
the approach to diversify the species. Karen also offered that upkeep of these types of sites could
be a lot of work, so an ongoing commitment to the project would be critical. Sean suggested
meeting with RedTail to suggest a pallet of species that would accomplish biodiversity but with
limited maintenance needs that limit the possibility for the species to compete with one another.
Deb asked for a maintenance plan for the proposed suggestions.
The EAB thanked Krista for her work on the project.
6. APPROVAL OF THE JULY MEETING MINUTES
Deb shared there was a typo in the discussion of the Basin Study Report. “replaced” should read
“trees will be replaced”. Five paragraphs above the Plastic Bag ordinance was discussed should
read, “but AGREED the issue was unlikely…”

Karen pointed to page seven includes a “by” that should read “why” in the middle of the
paragraph discussing Koontz Park. She followed up on a comment she made regarding deer
control. She offered an idea to advertise ideas to residents for deer protection in the next
Whitemarsh Living.
Karen Kabnick motioned to approve the minutes with the noted corrections, Gordon Geasland
seconded the motion. Jim Tone abstained due to his absence from the last meeting, and the
motion was passed 5-0.
7. PUBLIC COMMENTS
Erin Landis from Wissahickon Trails shared an overview of her organization. She is the Water
Programs Manager for Wissahickon Trails, a non-profit organization. She shared the volunteer
programs that are open to the public for Bird nesting monitoring, Creek watch programs, and
other endeavors, and educational opportunities. She offered the services of Wissahickon Trails to
help with environmental initiatives and serve as a resource to the community.
Deb thanked Erin for joining the EAB at this meeting. She asked Erin if Wiss. Trails could assist
with Riparian projects and information about Riparian Corridors. Erin offered to link up with Deb
and share some information for residents. Karen asked Erin about the County Property near Ft.
Washington State Park and if she had any update on the plan for that site. Erin replied that her
conservation department is working with the County, but that she did not have updated
information. Karen asked Sean if he had any update. He replied the County is still contemplating
reforestation versus watershed restoration which is a larger engineering solution.
8. BOARD COMMENTS
Gordon shared that states like New York, New Jersey, and Maine have statewide policies dictating
use of plastic bags and bottles. He encouraged researching those state programs while working
on the bag ordinance.
Karen thanked Deb and Sean for their work organizing the meeting and discussion.
9. Next Meeting Date: September 19, 2022
10. ADJOURNMENT
A motion was made by Gordon Geasland to adjourn the meeting. Karen Kabnick seconded the
motion. The motion passed 6-0.

